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© es 25. a fs Letter, pt 
þ <6, ola 3 Chriſtian burial. But this is. all our 
. comfort, It matters not where our bodies by. if ſo 
A be our ſouls are enſolded in Chriſt's ar r 
. among the miſeries and threats death, wt 
| « have undergone in taking care of the ſpiritual 
„ «welfare of thoſe that God has committed to 
1 charge, Icannot but be greatly comforted when you 
2 tell me the French Proteſtant church 1 * Eng gland 
. flouriſhes; and that the members of it. walk thy 


f their calling, gaining by their inoffenfive way 


s of living, a good repute among ſtrangers, when in 


A their native country ſo much inhumanity a 
| «©. towards thoſe of the Reformed Profeſſion z for the 
= 
4 poveriſbing of thouſands of families. But not to 
n be tedious to you, having nothing left to ſend you 
46 good wiſhes and prayers, except the in- 
cloſed account of a very ſtrange, but blefſed'alter- 


e chy nobl ae ade you, I have drawn it 
Su 3 the n truth of all the 
„ material 1 AS 2 as my ſufferings, 
| * auc ſpare tin e that. the care of thoſe under my 
* charge would permit; and ſend it to vou as a2 
oben of my love for the many kindneſſes I have 
a icceived at your hands: and that ſo you might 
1 oh communicate it to others, and make it public if 
=. you ſee occaſion; that all may be made ſenſible of 
die wonderful goodneſs of Almighty God, and 
G-praiſe him for the works he doth unto the children 
„o men. For tbe certainty of what I have written, 
[+ tho? I have. been obliged for method · ſake to, uſe 
Ea few expreſſions of my own; you may firmly rely 
% on my integrity, who am always a n to 
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Pres of the following * whereha l 10 I 
ed innocence and oppreſſed virtue does ſo ca. 
ently triumph over nd Opp rage and malice,” both 
men fr devils, I ſhall Sc to adorn my ſtile witli” 
flowers of rhetoric, but lead: thee by the clue of true 
into the adorable myſteries of divine providence, 1 
. which a are here diſplayed in ſuch a ſerigs of wonders 
as can ſcarce be paralletd. As an introduction ol 
which, I will a little conſider how the divine good- 
neſs delights to bring light out of darkneſs, and | 
makes even tHe wicked confound themſelves in their 
own devices, that out of their evil deſigns he may 
bring good to paſs. For, as Ioſeph's being ſold into- 
Egypt, and Y falſely accuſed of adultery, advanced“ 
bim next to: a throne,. and turned to the ſhame of 
His accuſing miſtreſs and treacherous brethern ; (tho” 
at the beginning; God ment it for good) that he | 
_ wig ht be inſtrumental to preſerve his father and bis 
Houſhold alive, and turned the malice of the patriarchs 
355 2 bleſſing; fo the- miſeries and extraordinary 
+  fulferings of t e noble lad * whoſe ſtory I am gong: 
to recite, were: made uſe of by divine providence, as 
A "meavs.of the converſion her huſband, parent 
and many others, to the true religion which, as The” 
has gften ſince ſaid, has been a very ample and glo- 
nous recompence.. But T' ſhall 648, an 24 what: 
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»of his birth, and t ole noble qualities that enriched. 


# admiration of his enemies, the love of his friends, 


notice of his great performances. But in the inter- 
; vals of two or three campaigns, he caſt his eyes upon 
one Deidamia, a young lady of a quality not inferior 
to himſelf in births, whoſe beauty and virtue were 


the equalit 15 of their birth, and the ſuitableneſs of 
Tod Apo tions, made his conqueſt the more ealy ; 


ried, to their mutual joy and ſatisfaction. 
Ibis happy couple having for a whole winter en- 
{Joyed Ide bleſhiag of each other's mutual love and 


1 interpoſing cloud that 1 give any allay to 
rom the repoſe he took in the ſoft embraces. of, his 
chaſte and loving wife, to the field of war, to act his 
0 28 cad acquired ſo much reputation. But he never 
| d ſo, unwilling to court fame abroad, -as now 


i | Habe muſt of neceflity leave behind him the- dear- 
eit part of biaiſelf he bad many ſtrugglings and 


Between love and honour; e was loth to leave 
Vote nd yet unwilling t6 have bis reputation ſullied: 


was fal 
25 8 18 


N r alteration, in his e e 
| 3. by his lady, 50 ee 
the more troubled at i 


eee, and of · an. eſtate ſuitable to the gteatneſs / | 1 


| his mind. Who being a lover of military actions, 
was caſily perſuaded ts ſerve the king in the wars, 
* where having an eininent command giden him, he 
þ Tort himſelf with a bravery, that gained him che 


and freſh honours of his king, who took particular 


7 attractive: to her he made his addreſſes, and 
{fo that in a little time they were contracted and mar- a 
endearing affeCtions, without the leaſt umbrage of, 
{their bappineſs; at length the ſpring came on, and 


{the armies gathering together, ſummoned Alanſon 


t again upon that ſtage of. honour, where he had 


eombats in bis mind, which ſeemed. to de divided | 


And theſe different paſſions in the mind . 
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ö ances of her huſband gave her that ſatisfaction whiohs {| 


muſt we part_then'? ah, wretched. Deidamia and 
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bim one day into the garden, whither he had r 
to conſider with himſelf what he had beſt to do, e 
earneſtly. preſſed him to let her know what it was 
ſne 
tell 


that onde bim ;\ for ſhe had for ſome tiche, 

ſaid, obſerved he was diſquieted, but couk-ywt 

at what; and"ſhe was fearſ a] ſhe might, though ſhe 
knew it not, be the occaſion of it; adding, command 
me in any thing a wife can juſtly do and Tam 2 
obedience: ' This tender carriage of his lady ad 
freſh fuel to the fire of his afflictions, and made ew 
ſtill far more unwilling to leave her. Wherefote 
cauſing her to fit down by him, he told her. She 
was indeed the innocent occahon of his trouble, for 1 
her great love and tenderneſs to him had fo engaged 
his heart to her in à reciprocal affection, that he 


knew not how to think of Jeaving her, though honour onour * | 


called him Joudly to the field, His lady, when he 
talked of leaving her; was 1 Se from ſwoon- 
ing in his arms, and could not forbear faying, Whart, 


ftcaightway tþe fell a : her tears did fo pre. 
vail upon the County chat love had now obtained a 


entire victory, and he reſolved to ſtay at home with» Y : 


Deidamia; and therefore entreated her to dry ap ber 
tears, and be comforted: for he had now come to a 
reſolutiop, rather to undergo ſome hard cenſures for | 
ſtaying at home, than by going to-the-eatpp to-loave"'} 
his dear Deidamia diſconſolate,—Thelſe. kind aſſur- 


_ ſhewed itſelf in a chearfuF countenance z a 

expreſſions ſhe gave the Oount 174 
cechn, e bim conelude they were both Ty} 
each other's love. ri ry ni 
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. # .of divine providence'are often hard to trace, - Hence 
1 i. 4s that we are told þy the inſpired p 
C the ways Cod are in the deep, and 


"S.. great waters, an 
; | we ſec often, whatever pleaſing proſpect of felicity 


— 


turn of providerce, deſtroys it, and in a moment de- 
Prives us of that happineſs which we had promiſed 
W  oucſe]ves for mavy years: and yet theſe changes, 
to oſe that fear the Lord, are ſo diſpoſed and order- 


t in the inſtance befor» us; for whilſt Alanſon 
gnd his Deidantia delighted in each other, and were 


at put him undes a neceſlity of going to 
which. was, that a colonel's place in the 
regiment of Picardy being vacant, a relation of Alan- 
i ſon's, at court, out of a too officious kindneſs, put t the 
Hing in mind of the; good fervices of Alanſon, 
deñted his majeſty to beſtow that vacarſcy upon es 
* to; =. bis we jeſty {being ſenſible 81 tis former. 
bra ed fvier readily conſented, and or- 
| 11 commiſſion to be ſent to him; 75 which was 
F done accordingly. 
1-7 © n from 3k purſuiran who. brought i it, be 
| | r his pains; but was. 
1 xs with the new honour. 
. nor 1 bis n . 


we have in view, ſome unforeſeen oecaſion, or faden | 


by God's providence, that in the end they evident- 
work together for their good. And thus it, fell 


121 in their conjugal affection, an accident | 


When Alanſon received. this. 4 
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2 her the un welcome news that had been brought him 
My deareſt Deidamia, let me conjure you/nobt6' de. 


vou win oblige me, do it by ſhewing your reſolutem 


the 


. return to the campaign in Flanders: and I 


| but ſee here, how I am forced againſt my will e 


will have one ſoul and love, whilſt providence denſeg 
þ 2 live 


| Seel Ido not doubt at all, for Heaven I am ſore 4 


Vidence of God had called him to, ſhe thou ughr'ir wag # 


+ mente, rather than give him any farther trouble. 
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troubled at what I am now going to tell you. dort 


and fortitude of mind; and yet I cannot but owns . 
that our reſolves, like tinte beaps of ſand, are quic 
brought | to nothing; but the decrees of Heaven, lik 


oundations- pf the earth, are fixed for 1 
'Twas in this bl arbout, my deareſt Deida 
that I refolved. to ſtay at home with thee, and: D 


him*who' knows my heart, how firmly 1 N | 


ll 


1 


break my reſolution; (and with that ſne dg her the * 
commiſſion the king had ſent him to b&colonel of" I 
the regiment of Picardy) and now you fee, my Dei | 

damia, the neceſſity that lies upon me to leave y 
for a time; but though our bodies be divided, ws 


. And whilſt 1 in the field 


wan, 3 you ſhall ſtay here and 


fighting for n 
it pleaſes o God that I retu 


as ſucceſs: an 


will hear your fervent prayer) it will be a new addis 7 
tion-to my Joy, to lay thoſe: laurels: I ſhall win in 

battle, at Deidamia's fect. Poor: Deidamia beard | 
this heavy vews with a fad heart; büt anfwered vun 
piety. and prudence worthy of herſelf, that fince t? 
happened was not of bis ſec king, but-what the pro- 


her dry! (though the could hardly do it without te- 4 
Ctange) to acquieſce in the divine diſpoſal of human ĩ⁶ 
aQtians,. and would endeavour to ſtifle her reſEiite * 1 


Alanſon being na leſs pleaſed with Deidamia's 1 
hee Nn her kind affection, which he expreſſed by: at? 
grinds * be toll ber, applied bicaſelF "4 
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thi getting ready of his equipage, in his; 
£8 and then ſettling the ef dis ih a. ht 
_ -Didexed Antonio his chaplain, who was a Lo. of the: © 
rer of St. Francis, to ſay a ſqlemn maſs. 27 
| ſucceſs in the field, and he protection of 11 2 
is care 


| family j1 in his abſence, recommending, 
to the care of Antonio his chan. and 
. s his Reward to his houſhv1d, in theſe words: | 
\-To-your' care, in my abſence, I recommend the 
beer and welfare of my beloved lady, the moſt vir-⸗ 
is apd loving of wives: and charge you, a5 you 
-., Expect to anſwer it to God and me, obedient. to 
© all her commands; comfort and cheriſh her in her 
> flitude, and fee that all my domeſtics 1 like 
| *ExaEt reſpects. This and much moge, they faich- 
ay promiſed to obſerwve. Then giving lilally to 
Lich ſervant, and baving novice that his equipage was 
FE - ready, and divers gentlemen on horſeback waited to 
eetempany bim, be took his ſolemn leave of his dear 
- + Deidamia, whoſe ſad preſaging heart was overcome 
- "with grief to that degree, chat ſhe could only ſpeak 
E aſe fow prophetic words: AR} my dear lord, may. 
1 Prevent my fears! But my poor heart fore- | 
Fs — 5 has this will be a long and fatal parting. To. | 
oiob the Count rephed, Do not caſt down thyſelf, | 
dear Deidamiz; by the indulging of ſuch melancholy; |} 
| fancies ; but affure yourſelf, III baſten my return as. | 
much as ſlible, wit will ſend you as oſten as 1 5 3 i 
And in the mean time ſhall commit you to tbe ö 
tection of the Almi ghty, the bleed virgin mort 11 9 
and all the Rol Ek and angels; and nay | 
© affection on her lips with. gentle kiſſes, he, top 5 
3 leave of ber, and rode away, not thinking, he hae 
F left an innocent dove to the Poet of two Favour 
ons vultures. Shs wall by 
„It is not much to my pur ſe to tell you, bow vell 2 
n yas en at the h d of his command yy 1 
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4 * TO de public news from Paris, have been wantin 

"| © to ſpeak his commendation : I therefore omit it, (une. 

lei in ſome paſſages, where it will, in the thread o 

this amazing relation, be neceſſary to mention = 4 
0 


X* "Date of Luxemburgh, or what brave 


| baniſhed all comfort from her breaſt; all that the ©, 
found was in her devotions and prayers to Almi 


+ | affecting ſolitude; and as much as ſhe could, avojd- — 
ing the viſits of divers ladies, who (as they faid)- | 


kept and A ordered like another paradiſe, ſtored vith, 


 tbours, ſhaded over with intertwining jeflawineſh 
which ſhe and her abſent lord had pafled ſome: joys. 
ful, as well as fad hours, and at the remembrance of - 
| them would ſadly weep, then 2 

o 


5  ſo'he was called). byſy in watering them, aud ect: 
3 of the ſun's too {corching beam; We 
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carried him through, ſince neither — 8 


* 


Ban and ſhall continue with the ſorr 
idamia, who after his departure, ſeemed to ha 


ty God, for his protection and ſafe retrzu, "greatly . 


came.to make her merry, and divert her thelancholy, 


| the being very well beloved, both by the'nobility. - 


and gentry, for her comely cartiage, modeſt d 4 
viour, ſweetneſs of temper, and affability. 3 

In the cool of the day ſhe_ufually made it her bus. 
ſineſs to retire into her garden penſive and alone, 2 
being by the care and diligence of the gardener, 


great variety of choice plants and flowers, adi 
with pleaſant fountains, and ſeveral deli x ightful i 


(according tothe © 
cuſtom” of the Papiſts, who g to fainthY 
to the tutelary ſaints for bis e d . And fo dry« 

ing up her tears, would walk thence again, taking 
but little teſt in any place: But one time pal by . 
a bed of tulips, the eſpied Bernard her gat 2 


ting ſich as declined their heads, ocean · 


often in this man * A undi ve in- 


W 1 
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nn Yi underſtands his bufineſs ad he 
4 w/o uſt be an ingenious man) and there- 
ined ; it might adminiſter to her ſome ad- 
3 to hold diſcourſe with him · in what related 
di the . of gardening, thinking it no under - 
- wvaluin , though he was her mepial ſervant, ſincè the 
had often read, That kings, princes, and ther great 
2 wiſe men had voluntarily become ꝙ this occupa»s 
| That Adam, when governor ef all the world, 
1 By: . in it by God himſelf ; ſo that coming 
Cloſe to him, whilſt his bands . were buſied at bis ; 
work; the man by his ear, (his back being towards 
bet) being informed of ſomebody's approach, ſud. *! 
denly ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beautiful lady near 
him, was 2 little ſurprized, and would have retired 
to give per the more freedom in her walks, but ſhe 
{ prevented him by faying, Bernard, pray do not let 
me hinder you in your buſineſs ; I come on purpoſe to 
Serve your dexterity in gardening ; 1 ſee you minq 
+ it with a juſt diligence though your lord is abſent, 
Lau, (replied he) I beg your ladyſilp's pardon, in 
that / tell you, I am no eye ſervant, as AY knowmg 
give an account to God, as well as to many if 
"Fn neghgent in what 1 promiſe to perform, and am | 
"4 4 eeftruſted with. Deidamia ſtood. furprized at the ö 
mans plain, but ingenuous reply; and changing 
ewhat the manner of ber diſcourfe, aſked; him | 
* divers queſtions abut the virtues, natures, qualities, 
1 oduction of flowers and plants, Oc. in all 
| which. he ſatisfied her to her admiration 3, by which 
2 perceived him better learned i in the myſteries of + 
, than be erpetted from one of his; profeſſion, 
to be brief, ſhe often held ſuch innocent 88 
. with him, when at any time ſhe found him buſy 
þ 1 0 garden, being much delighted to hear him i 
, courſe boy much the ee 
Habt be * * ru en, 
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be had a particular faculty of f piritualizing bis wo ih <4 
| ployment, and . his belineſs ſerve, like Jacob's” 
Fake” to carry bim from earth to heaven. Whit 
ſometimes cauſed her to reflect, that this man was 
ſomething more than he appeared yo be, (in which 
indeed 8 was not much miſtaken). ſo that enter- 


taining a good opinion of him, ſhe ordered his lodg- 1 


ing to be changed for a better; and his coarſe and 
' homely commons to be enlarged, above what wat; 
uſual to thoſe of his profeſſion and degree. 


But now. Antonio the chaplain, however he had 4 


5 appeared like a ſaint to his maſter, began to ſhew 


bimſelf a devil to bis miſtreſs, and too plainly ſhew-. oY 


| ed his cloven foot; for though above fifty years of | 
\age, he had for ſome time harboured luſiful deſires 
towards the fair and beautiful Deidamia, that he was 
now reſolved to attempt her ehaſtity. And though 
her virtue and her ſpotleſs chaſtity might very 39 of 
- have kept him from purſuing his unclean defires, yet... 
he flattered himſelf with hopes of obtaining his 
by corrupting the judgment: In which be found 
bimſelf very much miſtaken, as the ſequel will des.” . 
chre. For the diyine goodneſs had a farther wap 
to do for Deidamia; who being altogether ige 
of what this wretch deſigned againſt her honours. © 
frequented her beloved garden as ſhe uſed to do; 
and one evening hearing the gardener reading in a 
lonely arbour, where he thought himſelf ſecure (ſot 
he had induſtriouſly concealed his being a Proteſtant 


from any of the family) her curioſity.to hear bio, I 


made her draw nigh 10 ſoftly that he could not hear 
ber: He was then reading the firſt chapter of the 
 epiſtle to the Romans, from the 2qth, to the end of 
mi 23d verſe, viz. Fot the viſible things of him 


| - fromthe creation of the world arg clearly ſeen, heb"; — 
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bs ng underſtood by the things that are made, eren 
| ſs 7 power and 3 ſo that 93 aſe... 
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The FRENCH. Tc CONVERT. | 
dont excuſe, becauſe that when they knew God, 


& they glorified bim not as God, neither were thank- 


fol, but became vain in their imaginations, and their 
fooliſh hearts were darkened; profeſſing themſelves 


to be wiſe they became fools, and chan ged N glory 
ol the uncorruptible God, into an image 


ake lik? 
to corruptible man, and to birds, an d four-tooted 
beaſts, and creeping things.“ „ 
Having thus far proceeded, he cual; * with -| 
eyes lifted up to heaven, gave glory unto God, that 


bad preſerved him blameleſs from theſe offences a- 
44 gain his divine Majeſty, which thro' ignorance and 


uperſtition had overfpriad the greateſt part of Eu- 
rope. O Lord, continued he, 1 humbly beſeech 
thee, 20 I have already ſuffered perſecution for thy 


nmuame's ſake, and for Sy ſake of a good conſcience, 


ſo never let me depart from the ways of thy truth, 
to change th incorruptible glory into a i image made 


| Jike corruptible man:“ And when he had ſaiu this, 
tears ſtood in his eyes, and bis words were ſucceeded 


Ch dy bghs. 


Deidumia, who had. all this white attentively 
ed, found ſomething in hes wind that made à 
aden uneaſy alteration, and thought to have gone 
"away undiſcovered; but then again, her zeal for the 


i Romiſh'religion, which ſhe thoaght he had reproach- 


ed by deteſting image- worſbip, carried her fo far, 
That ſhe reſolved to give him a ſbarp-reprimand, leſt 
be perſiſting further, until diſcovered by others, 


might ruin himſelf; tho” her goodnefs and gentle 
nature was not for working him any injury te- 


+  vealing it. But nevet was man more ſurprized than 


Bernard, hen he ſaw her, whom at that time of 1 
the day be little ſuſpected, as not bein uſual; yet 


collecting his ſcattered ſenſes, he aroſe from his 


8 ſeat, and withal endeavoured to hide his Bible under | 
"44 his any thinking the 1 deen * 2 A 21 
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„ known tongue, I readily grant it; but, O mo. 


. in the hand of a giant, ſtrong again(t ch 
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might neither have heard bim read, nor ſeen his 


Bible; but ſhe, in a frowuing manner, contrary too 
the wonted ſweetneſs of her temper, commanded 4 
him to dehyer zit to her, that the flames might con- 
ceal his fault; and told him, ſhe would not for that 
time diſcover his being converſant with a bookwſo. . 7} 
ſtrickly, by the church, prohibited to the laity z for 


. 
* 
* 


church believes, without Farther diſpute, or puazling 1 
ourſelves with thoſe ſctuples and niceties which, in 
all probability, we may make a falſe conſtruction of, 
and wreft even thoſe ſcriptures, that are the rule of 


* 
- 


our faith, to our own damnation. n 
This ſonart diſcourſe, and the frowns in the fair 
Deidamia's countenance, did not in this cafe ſo much 
daunt Bernard as in another of leſs concern it might. 
have done; but with ſome aſſurance, he reply'd, 
« Ah, madam! I little thought of being ſurprized 
& by you at my devotion, but fince' I am, 1 cannot 
«. grant what you demand; rather you may c - 
« mand my body to the flames, and as a wilhog.. 
« martyr I will ſooner go, than betray the cauſe af 
God, in delivering up his holy word to be col 


. P " . 


. . 8 * | 1 
« ſumed, in which are contained all things apparel | 


a do ſalyation: and it would be in me an apparent 
« contempt of that ſalvativn, ſhould 1 voluntarily, 
or. As to your 
« ſaying, madam, that the church has prohibited the 
c laity the uſe of this ſacred book, eſpecially in a 


„t virtuous lady, you little kno their Pele! it that; 
« it is npt that they fear or care what festge- 
« tions men make of it; but becauſe it is tes 3 

Gs world-" 1 

$e1y intereſt, plainly diſcovering their” efrorsaqm (ty 

de groſs idolatries —He would have proceeded, but. 
the heat of zeal prowneed hep haſtily to interrupc 
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e, "whari is worſe, a heretic : I took you to be wiſer, 
and more reaſonable, when diſcour with' you the 

bother day. © Truly, madam,” replied he, “ as for 
«my being in my right ſenſes, I bleſs Almigbry 


„% tbee, after the way which they call hereſy, ſo 
„ worſhip I the God of my fathers, believing all 


4 things which are written in the law and the pro- 


| < phers.” Upon this, Deidamia, who by nature 


was all goodneſs, gentleneſs, and affableneſs, began 


to moderate her anger, and to conſider a little wha 
| v4 had ſaid; yet her zeal for the religion ſhe 

|. fefed, made her mildly rebuke him, and lay before 
bim the danger he was in, if his opinion was diſco- 
ps ; bidding him be cautious and wiſe in what he 


© + E did; thougd, for her part, he need not fear but ſhe. 
| ;* would lock up what ſhe had diſcovered, in her, breaſt, 
| it ſhould paſs no farther ; 3 and fo departing, left 


bi in ſome confuſion. 
© Deidamia, retiring to her chamber, WE: to con- 
3 Gder what bad paſſed, and temembered ſhe had often 
t in her tender years, when ſhe beard* the cruel- 
ties the Roman Catholics uſed towards ihe hugonots 
or proteſtants in France ; and diſap . of their 


unidute is mercy, tender compaſſion, nad forgiveneſs ; 
ven, on the contrary," ſhe found thoſe who made 
religion ſo much their boaſt, ſo very cruel; that, far 
trom the inſtance of our Saviour's refuſing to call for 
| fire from heaven to conſume thoſe that had injuri- 
| oufly and deſpitefully uſed him, they made their very 


\ * 


„ſahing, Surely, Bernard, you are diſtracted; or 


WL God, he has in his mercy hitherto continued them 
to me; and for my being a heretic, pardon me, if. 
St. Paul anſwers for me, when he was accuſed. 
1 before Felix, ſaying, „But this I confeſs unto 


perſecuting ſpirit, as not of God, ww oſe chĩefeſt at- 


| worſhip and devotions a ſnare, to bring thoſe under 


4 chgir * who bad in no men, 5 


og 


2 
we 


7 1 1 T5 


r 


them, but in being ſeparated from them and moving 


' gices of the perſecutors ; ſo that although ſhe & TT 7 
good opinion of the Romith religion, as N 
had ſhe not 


ſio of many of che profeſſors of it, who apparently de- 
togated frem the ways of virtue, and ſet med to en | 


thoughts more ſeriouſly reflecting on 


3 acceptable in his fight. In the midſt of theſe og. 


- moved ber to a defire. of farther convetſin 


* ſelf with a moderate refection, took an . 
between that and dinner-time to entet t 
| 3 at a door that opened into i 9 Jo her” | 


? | I, N 
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according- to the dictates of their conſcience. She: / 


had likewiſe obſerved the harmleflneſs and inoffenfive 
manner of living in the perſecuted, and often oy 3s 


ſome-diſlike of the looſeneſs and unchriftian' 


brought vp in it from her infancy, yet 


courage vice. 

This wrought ſome labovrings in ber mind, thro 45 
gracious operation of the Holy Spirit; and in ber night. 
things, 
and particularly on the Gardener's a e I 
St. Paul's words to Felix the governor, inſering from 
thence, That it muſt be the fincerity of the heart 10. 
wards God, more than the ſhew, or ontwzrd name, 
or profeſſion of auy religion, that renders the perfom. — 


tations and debates within herſelf, ſhe found ba, 
thing (as *twere by an over - ruling power) 1 wi 
41 


Bernard, about the fundamentals of his religien 
which, by the popiſh prieſts, as well in their — 
as private converſation, had been ſo * f 

ous, damnable, and to be deteſted. "4 

The morning no ſooner — the gere, 

to viſit his flowers and plants, and perform his uſual 
taſk in watering and ordering them; but Deidamiaz:; 
who- had taken little reſt that night, aroſas; an 
having performed her oriſon, and then refrethed her- 


— and to ſkreen the better what intend- 
e eyes, my divers * Ly 
3 
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5 2 of flowers; and then fanning: herſelf, as if the 
. offended her, paſſing many winding alleys, over- 
/ ſpread with pleaſant ſhades, ſhe. came to the before- 
mentioned arbour, and again ſurprized the gardener 
in his meditations : the man was not under any 
p r at her coming, but riſing and bowing 
. Jo: F would have departed, out of good manners, to 
7 e her the ſole Hreedom of that pleaſant bower: 
t ſhe laid her commands on him to ſtay, ſaying, 
© the had conſidered of his former, diſcourſe; and had 
made It her buſineſs to find him out, that he might 
give her ſome better reaſon for the opinion he moey / 
chan yet he had done. : 
' His modeſty, and the bumble thoughts be con- 
& -eeiv'd of himſelf, would ſcarce give him leave to fit 
down, though ſhe often commanded him ſo to do; 
but at laſt he complied, and then ſhe aſked him, upon 
wWbat ground and toundation 52 baſis of his religion 
: was fixed, 
b- Gardener. It is founded on- the ſcriptures of the 
Ol and New Teſtament, which were written by 


Wen infpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and given for out. 


| - mſtruQion and learning; it is only the word of God 

that can warrant the truth of any proſeſſion in teli- 
= gious matters; and that we Proteſtants (through 

| gion 's aſſiſtance) labour to conform and live up to. 

Deidamia. Ay, but you may be miſtaken in the 
© apiſinterpreting the ſcripture, and fall into groſs he- 
reſies, as out church charges you; and therefore has 
AKrichy forbid the laity of our communion to, meddle 
J with them, Jeſt, like weapons put into the hands of 
diere, or amen, 9 injure themſelves and e 


Dare. Abl lady, tall I bo free, and deal plainly 
| with you in this point? 

Heu. Wich all my heart; let me hear what 7. 
ee, „„ l 


s : Wes 
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card All ſcriptures are given for- ou, learning: 
God: is willing we ſhould know bis revealed willy that 
we may be the better enabled to perform it. St. 
Paul commends the Beræans, and calls them noble, 
becauſe. they ſearched the ſcriptures, to ſee Whether 
the things they heard were ſo or no; and we have 
many commands for this; as, Sgek ye out of the book 
of the Lord, and read, Ifaiah xxxiv. 16. They were 
more noble, in that they ſearched the I 
7 Acts xvii. 11. Let the word of God dwell richly 
in you, Col. iii, 16. - From a child thou haſt known 
the ſcriptures, 2 Tim. iii. 15. Take the ſword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, Eph. vi 7. and 
many others that I might mention, which are to be 
found in the ſcriptures ; and this not cangrttanded to- «of 
ſome, but to all that. ſeck ſalvation, CIs 
Deid. © Certainly, if our chucch had ſeen this fit, I 
they would not have denied it; but being cangeray ey 
to ſouls, it ought to be reſtrained? , 
Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break God's com 10 
mandments, and to teach men ſo; to do, and to male * 
the word of God of none effect by human traditions 4 


5 


| 1 


' 24 ** — 7 


m 


Phariſees for theſe things 
Deid. ** Why, who are guilty of this? The WEN, 
of Rome, the holy catholic church, as it has 1 in many j 
; ages been ſtiled, is not . ſpotted N ſuch 
crimes.” > '*2 2105.28 4 
Gard. I with 1 coul oy 5 it has not; but i it deeply... 
is guilty, as in many other particulars, ſo moft. mi- | 
nently in this, That it profeſſes, no man is obliged 
| to: receive the ſcriptures as the wordaf God, or 
believe any of it, but from the teſtimany.of your. | 
church; and to awe men to ſuch a betzet, threats of 
damnation are uſed, as well as the magiſtratew Þ 


| fwords, and cruel torments by inqu iii; and, : 
2” it is nas done * ground: n 
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| t inde prying into their groſs idolairies, errors, 

4 and ſuperſtitions, derogatory to the N N 10 

expreſs command of God. | 

Deid. Sure you are deſide yourſelf: nor can 

4 you prove this; but being fallen from the church, 

do this only in prejudice and ſpite, to lay a ftain upon 
its virgin innocence,” 


and even from reaſon itſelf, in choſe that will con- 
ſider, and are not blinded with ignorance, which your 
| church, in her ſenſe, has ſtiles thy Mother of Des» 
tion. 

Deid. Can any ſock: thing be in a church that 
t is infallible? and to prove that it is ſo, it is ſaid to 
be built upon St. Peter; he is the rock ſpoken of, 
and this rock doth, together with St. Peter, include 
bis ſucceſſors; and the church built on” this rock 
1 Er tw, and built upon the Pope) is inſallible; 

r it is ſaid, The gates of bell ſhall not prevail a- 


505 it. 


went among the churchmen about this infallible 
| 12 ſome will have it the Pope, ſome à General 

neil, and others both; none of your writers have 
yer concluded on it. However, theſe words are 
reed 3 for it is more probable, that not St. 


cerning Chriſt, is the rock-upon which the church 


= 
q 
25 


which ſhe did}. It is moreover expreſsly ſaid, 
„. 4 Other foundation can no man lay, t 


( 1 4 
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_ Gard. No; it is apparent from the word of God, 


Gard. Pandon me, Jady, if I ſay, there is no d agree - 


Peter's perſon, but his docrine- or confeſſion con- 


ie built. Scripture is the beſt interpreter : it is not 
Peter, but Chriſt is the foundation N church, as 
here in my Bible -you may ſee, by the Xxvilith 
er and 1th verſe of Iſaiah, compared with - 
1 1 r. ii. 6, 7, 8. which you may pleaſe to 2 | 


| tor is laid, which is. Jeſus Chriſt. And this is the 
\. mote conlidecable, becauſe: he ſpeaks * thoſe - 


\ 
YE | | . | 1 


. to gain worldly advantage; : 
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that made the apoſtles to be the foundation, Hs 


Jam 'of | Pauly another of Apollos, or Gephas ; and if 
this is ſpoke of Peter, no more is ſaid of him here, 
than is'fpoke' of all the prophets-and apoſtles,” Eph. 7 
it 20, Ye are built upon the foundation of the apples. ; 

bene Srophets." wm * 

Deid. Well, I am not much learned in this wy | 
fiery 3 bur, pray, What as erroneous can you aſſigg | 
in our worſhip, er any other thing the church holde, 
28 abſolutely neceſſary ? _ 

Gard. The paying divine adoration to angels ad 
ſaints, expreſsly contrary to God's commands, and 
derogatory to his honour, who alone ought to be 
worſhipped. in heaven and earth; and to worſhip | 
any other, either ſaint or angel, or auy creature, i 

' idolatry, and a breach of the fecond commandments: / 

Deid. Nay, not too haſtily; we do not worthip. - 
the angels and ſaints as God, with the higheſt worſhipg,”” 
which is only proper to God; but with pn inferior, 
kind of religious worſhip, that they may preſent our | 
way 0 to him. 4 

rd. There is no intereeſſor or meier bin * 
Chrift Jeſus, who is appointed to perform that oy a 
if any man wants wiſdom, let hiin aſk of God, James 
i. 5. neither of ſaints nor angels. Come to me, 
faith our Saviour, and I will in no wiſe caſt you out-. 
This free invitation ſhews us, be alone was to receive | 
our petitions, and preſent them $0 his Father. There 
is alſo image worſhip brought cunniogly by. peg. 

pretended miracles. 
to draw the ignorant to pay their devotion more at 

one place than at another, impoſed on the ignorant * 
for lucre's fake.. I could ſay much more, but 1 fear) 4 
to offend you. 4 

Heid. No, you do not; but let us come nearer to 
he ia far ago What think you of one 1 


3 
\ 
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Þ 4. Rtantiation ?- Is not Chriſt corporally preſent in tbe 
n 


24 . 


words; for if he had ſo meant, as the church of 
' Rome holds it, when he broke the bread, be muſt 
| have held himielf in his own hands, and cat himſelf, 
ſtill Gt whole and entire at the table; bis whole 


once, and that body in millions of places at one time, 
broken and unbroken, and be ſubjeQt to putrefac- 
tion; and therefore the words, This is my body, do 
- intend, This doth ſignify my body : and upon the fame 
account our Saviour is called a Door, a Rock, a - 
Vine: yet none can be ſo void of underſtanding, to 
believe he was turned into any of theſe. Ard there- 
| 7 * fore, when he brake the bread, and gave the cup, he 
did it only, that when Chriftian congregations were 
met on ſolemn occaſions to celebrate bis worſhip, 
& | they ſhould do it in remembrance of him, till his 
coming in glory at the laſt day, as the immediate 
words explain; and it is abſurd to believe, that the 
13 pr utteririg a few words over a wafer, can make 
* | it God, or that body offered on the croſs. 
Deid. © You amaze me: but pray, What do you 
I hold about purgatory ? Is there ſuch a place, where 
ſouls are to endure their purgations after death, that 
go not immediately to __— and by maſſes and 
| prayer may be releaſed from it ſooner dt later? 
Gard. It is a tradition lately brought in, and with 
ie hath brought much increaſe of wealth to the 
church. The word of God allows only. heaven for 
thoſe who ſhall be made veſſels of mercy ;, and hell 
for thoſe whoſe fins have provoked him to caſt them 
down to thoſe Jiſmal regions of ſorrow and eternak 
| woe; no prayers after death being available. 
= Deid.' © Theſe notions are as new as Rratige-to. 
me: bag any authentic proof 
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Gard. It is a miſrepreſentation of our Fr = 


body muſt be in the mouth of every communicant at 


. 59 l * C "> 9 
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122 bey and all denial : The. rich man in bell 
5 up his eyes, being in torment, I. uke Ni. 23. 41 


I e kingdom of heaven, but the other ſhall be caſt 
into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and 


. argatory to be found ; it is only the blood of 
4 Cbtik Ga that purgeth us from our fins, and from all . 


\-- of worthy divines, 1 hope with St. Paul, „Nothing 
Mall be able to ſeparate me from the love of Gd, 

- which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” I will nat offend your 

- ladyſhip's. chaſte ears with the hiſtory- 
- butcher; 
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Card Ves, the revealed word of God is 4 


fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 


gaaſhing of teeth, Mat. xxviii. 12. He that believ- 
eth ſhall be ſaved, and be that belleveth not ſhall 
be damned, Mat. xxvi. 16. Here is no ſuck 


uncleannefs of fleſh and ſpirit, to preſent onr ſouls 
blameleſs.and unſpotted to his Father: by this I un- 
derſtand thoſe that die in the Lord need not dur 
prayers, and thoſe that die in Sheir ſius no prayers 
can avail; for in the grave their is no repentance 3 
«© As the tree fails, ſo it muſt lie; whether it falls 
towards the north, or towards the ſouth, where it falls 


there it muſt lie.” There are only two Og 


North and Scuth, no middle way, or purgatory for 
It to fall in. And as death leaves s, ſo Judgment "a 
will afſuredly find us, 


He would have proceeded, but ſhe Rope bim, fay- 1 


ing, Pray how long have you been of this opinion ? 

Gard Ever ſince God was pleaſed to enlighten 
me with his grace, to be artentive to his holy werd, 
and to be guided by it 

Deid. Was you . them of the'church of Rome? ? 
Card In my younger years I was, but through 
mercy, beipg made ſcuſible by the ſcriptures. of 
chrruꝑtions and errors of that church, by the aſſiſtance 


ies and wicked lives of .divers;/pbpes, and 
We 4 the clergy: J yt will pray to — defend. 
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kom either luſt or revenge. And ſince l hive 
a free conſeſſion put my life in your hands, 1 hum 
ſubmit! it to your goodneſs to 
Hexe again ſhe interrupted him, 955 emen 
95 & Why the religion he . was Called the Pro- 
5 teſtant Religion?“ x 

To which he replied, As for bein ſo called. it. is 
to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Romiſh: it 'canie 
from ſeveral princes and cities in Germany, who, 

the preaching of good men, and their exem- 

ry lives, proteſted againſt the ufurpations of the 

$I 2 church, and its errors. That it was no new 

I q -doftrine, but the truth of primitive Chriſtianity, 

cConſeſſed, aſſerted, and purged) from the corruptions 

' * of popery, "Og the revealed will of God for its 
ide. 

At this Deidamia paufed a nn ; and then tak- 
25 his Bible, looked over the ſacred proofs he had 
; ed down in order and her colour went and came 
ſo, that he caſily perceived her mind was Jabouring 
under ſome diffculties ; and fo giving it him again, 

ſhe went away witheur ſpeaking one word. 
” This ſomewhat perplexed the gardener, as fearing 
3 the was diſpleaſed with what he had ſaid; but her 
* ſending for him privately to her chamber the next 
morning, under the notion of bringing her ſome 
+ choice flowers, baniſhed all fear in him, when they 

two being only left together, ſhe gently led him into 
'F -thecloſet; and ſhutting the door, to be more private, 
ſaid; Bernard, (fetching a deep ſigh) your yelterday' 8 
diſcourſe has mucb broken my laſt night's reſt; I 

dave been meditating on'it, and I find k Ty of - 


2 


CO ñũ i „„ 
— — 
— * 


Lf reaſon in what you ſay; you have, as St. Pa LY 
im another cafe, almoſt perſuaded me to be 

U { perſuaſion. I with to God, moſt virtuous lady, re re | 
© plied he, I might be an dunkle inſtrument in God's 

| * to do oy thing that ay. redound to his 
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I © ſonadleneſ7 in prohibiting priefts marriage, wien 


I them, by canons and decrecs, the embraces 9 ch 


Die FRENCH CONVERT.” 29. "1 
glory, and the good and welfare of your precious 
and immortal ſoul, without hazarding your" tem- 
oral quiet and peace, or. expoling to uny. 2 
4 though gr a crown of life and — + 22 
all earthly things are to be deſpiſed; and the-holy 
apoſtle accounts all this world's good but as droſs 
and dung, in compariſon of enjoying Chriſt Jeſud, 
Well, ſaid ſhe, this is my aim, and if God enables 
me with his aſſiſting grace, I hope, through his 
mercy, to-attain it. I bave, indeed, continued ſhe, . 
to my grief, obſerv..d the looſe and profane manner 
of living of thoſe that profeſs our religion; alledg- 
ing, That a confeſſion, with abſolution, and ſome. 
other works, will purge them from their ſins, ank 
gain them that 'bleſſedneſs in the end, which 4 
could never heartily believe they would obtain by 
them: and fince I have more ſerioufly conſidered | * 
God's word expreſsly to the contrary, I cannot _ 
believe that any thing but fincere and unfeigned | - 
repentance, in the courſe of an unſpottee-life; can 
purchaſe (through the merits of my Saviour) thoſe 
glories and tranſcendent bleſſings that God hath * % 
promiſed to poor mortals —-She would have pro- 
ceeded, but the falling tears ſtopt her utterance, 
and Bernard had ar? inward r:joicing to ſee her 
brought to this pais; Whereupon he comforted her 
with good advice, and the cordials of God's mercies *: 
and promiſes. In brief, be had made her ſenſible 
of the errors ſhe had been brought up in, and then 
opened from point to point, the cheat of pretended 
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* {| © miracles and relics, the impoſing on people with Þþ 


- pardon. and indulgence to get money, the whores | 
doms, murders, and incefts of many popes, cardinals. 
and prelates of the Romiſh church; their unte- 
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| >> cubines, or to commit adultery, expreſsly contraty 
Ie command of the Almighty, for as much as | 
de has: expreſsly ſaid, Thoſe that do theſe things 
+ . ball not inberit eternal life.——He, would have | 
: nt proceeded, but hearing the ſound of feet coming . 
up ſtairs, ſhe hated him down a back way, with ſo. | 
much precipitation, that he left his Bible behind 
bim, which ſhe luckily ſecing, locked up in a 
LR Terutors. , -*: . n 
Ji I have told you before, that father Antonio the 
prieſt, -forgetting his function, duty, and diſtance, 
gave way to his unruly and lawleſs paſſion, and was 

then bluydering up ftairs to find her in private, 

| Haring almoſt fluſtgred himſelf with wine, on pur- q* 


poſe either to be more confident in his wicked |' 
+ "delign, to tell her the ſtory of his nauſeous: love, or 
ratber luſt; or that, if he were reproved, he might 
bave ſome lender excuſe for his impertinency, and 
EF lay (as too many do) the blame of their folly on 
that which is rather an aggravation of their crime, 
T* 3.6. their. drunkenneſs ; and ſo ſurpriſed bowever he 
tame, that putting his noſe over the upper ſtep, juſt | 
ds the gardcner poſted out at the private door, he 
had a glimpſe of the back - parts of his garnients, as 
it afterwards appeared; but at that time took no 
HE notice of any ſuch thing, Deidamia ſeeing Antonio 
coming towards her in a very pleaſant humour, 
F demanded, with a modeſt/ decency, what occaſion 
brought him thither to diſturb her retirement? 
Ah! (ſaid the impudent prieſt, who could not | 
LE long keep dawn his boiling paſhon) “ Your. two  Þ- 
© fair eyes, ſweet lady, ike loaditones have drawn me = 
to you; that beautcous e -e of yours bas 
made me-forget myſelf, with my duty to my Lord, 
aud the truſt he repoſzd in me.” Why certainly, 
(aid Deidamia, calling in patience to bridle in her 
IF paion) you are bcide yourſelf, Autonio.— Mhat 
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| ing * his hands, it is real, and I cannot help 4 
it 


This inſolence ſo much diſpleaſed the wirtubdus 
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wickedneſs, if you might, and make yourſelf guil 
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ar] 
mean you by this kind of diſcourſe? © If Þ am I 
beſide myſelf (replied he, almoſt crying) your fant i 
ſeff is the caufe of it, whoſe beauty, hike a 4 ö 
have wounded my heart, and ſickened my brain; 1 

_ wiſh I had never ſeen ſuch an amiableneſs in 9 

mankind but ſince I have been ſo unfortunate 
to be your fettered captive, take ſome compaſſion i 
on me, and eaſe my ſufferings.“ What ſufferings" 
replied Deidamia, frowning, or what can be h 
ſenſe of all this looſe tuff? * Why then, replied be, 
to be ſerions, in plain terms, k love you, and that 
ſo paſſionately, that unleſs. you condeſcend to make 
me ſuitable returns, I ſtiall have no peace nor quiet; 
/ but muſt be miſerable and wretched eternally.” 
Then, ſaid ſhe, be you ſo: What have you (een of 
any, loofe miſbecoming behaviour in me, that you 

- thould dare to ſpeak thus to me? This, like a 

thunder-bolt, truck him mute; when ſmogthing 
her brows, and growing a little calmer, ſhe ſaid, 
Come, come, Antonio, I took you for another man; 
ou profeſs ſanctity, and admoniſh others to lead 3 
oly life; is this pretenſion then real, or is it only % 
feigned, to try my virtue? I proteſt, ſaid he, hold? 


hy, faid ſhe, would you commit 2 2 
ity * 


of a crime ſa hainous ?” Ah! lady, replied he, if 
that be all, I can abſolve you by the power, given 
me by the See of Rome: conſent, and let me enjoy 
you, your penance ſhall be always eafy ; Pll get a 
diſpenſation for your marriage vows from the Pope, 
_ with pardon, indulgences, or any thing, for ſins paſt, ' 
and thoſe that are to come: Nay, III do any thing, 
ſo 1 do not fall under your diſpleaſure: Let me 
alone for the reſt, and ——” n 


5 dy, that ſhe could _ no more, nor bear it an 
; N 4 a 2 6 , | =_ * 
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4 ongtr; but commanded him out of her preſence : 
Tet could not be rid of bim, till ſhe threatened to 
vall up the reſt of her ſerrants. Whereupon he 
went muttering away: and for two days after, as 
much as poſſible he could, he ſhunned coming into 
der preſence; which much pleaſed her; for ſhe 
tould not behold him, but * horror _ deteſ- 
en. 
This attempt however, in one ſenſe through the 
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| Ef ver-ruling providence and goodneſs of God, who 


' 

FE wonderful in counſel, and Excellent in working, 
J and can make the greateſt wickedneſs of his crea- 
FF. tures ſerve the purpoſe of his own glory) worked to 
ber advantage; for ſhe believed now all true which 
f 7 " the gardener had told her, about the wicked de- 
| bauched lives of the Romiſh clergy, fence this 
FE villanous prieſt had not ſcrupled to proffer the Pope's 
| \ pardon for no leſs than adultery, and that before 5 

Vas committed; by which means or encour 


ment, ſhe plainly ſaw it muſt conſequently be that | 


| they — tempted eaſy and ignorant, people 
} tc the commiſſion of many fits : Therefore the re- 
- Tolved to leave theſe blind guides, and take the word 


ef God for her leader and inſtructor ;. forbearing 


1 


2 by going abroad, at the uſual times of _— 
and holding ſome other conferences with the 
dener, which (as to particulars) for N bat 1 
” "muſt of neceſſity paſs over. 


She found in herſelf a ſtrange 56G to fide 15 
i Fines: {ke had been brought up in; and having 


procured 3 Bible in the French tongue, took ſuch 

| | delight i in reading it, that whenever ſhe had time 
2 8 it was not out of her hand; yet the kept 
his us fecret as poſſible 3 and not being ready at it 
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wto come to confeſſion, or hear maſs, ſometimes upon 
pretence of indiſpoſition, and at other times pur- 


Aer got the gardener to turn her down ſuck 


— 


— 


emboldening him, he was reſolved to break the ice 


5 ſecond it with a perſonal addreſs: But how be 
ſhould do this with 80 and ſafety, he Was at a 


1 

1 * . * 

; * g ö . £ 
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errors of popery,, and, where * 
the myſtical. Babylon were pointed at. This he 
joyfully did, and gave praiſe to God who had made 
him inſtrumental in ſo, good a work z though he wag 
not ignorant bis life was liable to p. 


Tie FRENCH . CONVERT. 29 
proofs as were the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt the 
e abominations of 


for it, if ic 
were diſcovered; She likewiſe laid aſide her bead“? 
and crucifix, converſed no more with roſaries, or 
the legends of pretended ſaints; and though ſne 
found ſome temptations and fears at the beginning, 
yet frequently praying to God ſhe overcame Satan's 
wiles, and found abundance. of joy and comfort 
enlightening ber ſoul, ſo that ſhe could not forbear Þ 
breaking out into raptures of praiſe and thankſgiving 
for the wonderful change, (by ſo ſtrange and unex+ } 
pected means) wrought in her ſoul. vn MC LOS 
, Whiltt this victuous lady and the gardener held 
their private correſpondence, in diſcourſing of the | 
things of God, and encouraging andexhorting each 
other to perſeverance and itcdtaſtnely/zn{the_ truth, 
Antonio and Fronovius, equally burning with luſt- 
ful dere to enjoy the tender beauties of the fair 
Deidamia, were plotting and contriving how theip 
lawleſs defigns might beſt be brought about (gho®. 
each plotted by himſelf, for as yet they were igno-—- 
rant of each others paſſion.) The villanous prieſt 
(as you have already heard) had been repulſed wit 
indignation by the chaſte lady, which inwardly tor- 
mented him, and brought him almoſt to his wit's 
end; but the other (Fronovius) had made no trial! 
of her virtue, and wanted a favourable opportunity 
to do it; and therefore he thinks, meditates, ank 
caſts many things in his mind, till at laſt, his paſſion 


with a letter; and if ſhe took no notice of that, to 
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| ftand'for a time; for be feared to truſt any body 
to deliver it, leſt his criminal love ſhould wile air 2 


4 i and to deliver it himſelf, Soy lock too daſtardly, as 


| If he was not capable, or, at 3 not ſpeak 
| for hiinſelf; however, in a little while, he metevith 


| | fir opportunity; \ for Deidamia . drop- 


Ping her handkerchief, as ſne paſſed through a large 
Fellery chat led to her aptriment; be carefully took 
nu up, and folding up his letter in it, which he had 


rteady fealed by him, be gave it toher gentle woman 


do give it to her lady, telling her he found it in the 
18 gallery. -'The gentle woman knowing the hand- 


| 4 kerchief” to be her lady's, immediately carried. it to 
ber, who received it from her, without knowing 


ay thing of a letter being in it; and afterward 


4 accidentally taking the handkerchief out of ber 


ChE - Þocket, the letter dropt out upon the ground, which 

me taking up, and looking upon the ſuperſcription, 
| Was extremely ſurprized to find it directed to her- 
te; aud haſtily opening it, was much more fo to 
T3 er 12 contents thereot 28 followeth : 98 


OY 


3. 7 PARDON me, 10 rech Nine, if your Fay 
4 makes me forget the ſtatien I am in, and emboldens me 
do own a paſſion [ have laboured in vain to hide. T 
be Brief, dear Lady, 1 am {6 captivated by your charms 
4 and, Jinguler perjeFtions, that I am corflrain'd to Jay, 


11 love you infinitely above all mortal creatures; and ſince 


hs 47 apprors to me uhreafonable, that any one man ſbeuld 
| A | . liz Ze | ineſtimable a treaſure, give me leave to 
Ss bepe, and den't ſuffer me to langs 4 and die, but 7 
= the balm of your kindneſs to cure the wounds which 


W bright che. RNA made in your e wretched er 
3 e 
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1 and'vllany'ef-the author of it, and at firſt ſhe" was. 
*  frfolved' 4, commit it to the. flames, or to tear it in 


ED 9 2 


Whenever he came'itito her preſenee, that ſhe 
tead bis letter, aud how the reſented it; 


n ſtruggle b. to ereroome ee we 


-- * 
* * 
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-/ Tho veadhg- f this letter RUE her eee 
anger, und amazement, at the unparallelled bold nes 


eces, but upon ſecond thoughts, the laid it up in 
cloſet, where ſhe vexed and fretted herſelf that 


ſhe was thus left among ſuch ungrateful wretulies; 4 
that dared ſo much to ſuſpect her virtues, and nets 7 


ſure them by their own wicked" and filthy inelina- 
tions, as to preſume the would dehile her marriages | 


bed; being more grieved for this diſcovery than the ? 


former 3 for the'knew the prieſt had ſomething of 


the the libertine in him, but this man ſhe had held 


1 
* 


to be honeſt and virtuouſly inclined till now; and 


to him ſhe thought to have difcovered Antonio's 
folly, if he perſiſted in it, that by ſhame and reproofs 
he might have reclaimed him. But now the fcaree 


| knew whom to truſt; and could not therefore but 
tremble at the apprebenß ont of ſome violence that 


might be offered her from thoſe luſtful miſcreants, 
whoſe ſight now very much diſpleaſed her. She 
thought once or twice of diſplacing them; but 


found their authority in the family was ſo⸗ greats 7 
that in her lord's abferice ſhe could not do it? 


whereupon ihe fell on 'her knees to implore God's 
mercy and protection, commending herſelf wholly 7 
to his care and providence, and- begging of * to 
be her guardian and protector. 

Though Deidamiz's mind, on thoſe fu 


4 i 
! 


attempts of her honour, was variouſly = ul * | 


laſt ſhe oame to a ſettled reſo'ution prudently o 


conceal what had paſſed, at leaſt till her lord came 


home, for fear of feandal and diſturbande: 1 
Fronovius might well read in her countenance; 
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1 3 for; like oil thrown on fire, the oppoſition his 
F lewd defires met with, made him burn the fiercer; 


ſo that he reſolved to find an opportunity to throw 


EY himfelf at her feet, and diſcover his paſlion to her 


* 


chat by ſo wonderful and unexpecte 
brought her out of darkneſs and errors, into the 
marvellous light of bis truth, and engaged her heart 


bi word of mouth; and whilſt he waited for a 
conpenient time and place to do it, he perceived 


gardener often to go in and cut very chearful, 


| as bighly pleaſed and contented ; and that tho' he 


only carried her fruits and flowers, yet his frantic 
paſſion and jealouſy. made him believe there was 


fſomething more in it. Antonio the prieſt had alſo 
obſerved the like, and had much the ſame ſentiments, 


which emboldened them the more to perſiſt in their 


EE wicked and unclean defires, and; to continue to 


perſecute the chaſte lady with'their deteſted proffers 


of lawleſs love; concluding, that if one of ſo low a 
rauk could be in favour, they in time could not miſs 
* of obtaining what they ſought z and ſo blinded with 
> Paſſion, and purſuing what they aimed at, (though, 
as has been ſaid, unknown to each other) they kept 


a watchful eye over the actions of Deidamia ; whoſe 


mind was taken up in contemplating the divine 
perfections of him, who is fairer than the children 

men, being every day more confirmed in the 
'\ ailing God, 


truth of her religion, bleſſing and 
a means had 


to embrace and entertain it above her chief joy; 


| 7 looking on the trouble ſhe had from Antonio 
5 and 


ronovius, thoſe brethren in iniguity, as temp- 


© tations or trials to confirm her the-more, by over- 


coming them, in the doQtrine ſhe had ſo lately 
, embraced ; in which ſhe firmly reſolved to perſevere 


* - againſt all temptations whatever. 


Fut whilſt theſe things paſſed, Frohovius 
| $24, received no other aulwer to dis letter bus 
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Raten angry and much changed b icy 


was one morning leaning: upon the window in hee. 


ſhe was very much ſurprized, and trembled at the 


ever ſeen of lightneſs in my carriage that neui 


— 2 * 
Cy 


7 inclination ſhe had ta ſome rival, who evjoyed thoſe - 
favours which he had been purſuing ; and he ſap- * 
in pos the deans to be the Ws. becaule 8 


- * - 
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towards him, which he would not take for- an abs : 
ſolute repulſe, and therefore as reſolved to bare. 4 
her politivþ anſwer: To obtain which, as Deidamis - 


chamber, and looking into the garden, he ſtole: 
ſoftly up ſtairs, and was got into her chamber, juſt 
behind her, before ſhe heard him, when ſuddenly. 
turning about, and ſeeing him in a dejected pores 


fi 3 whilſt he by many words endeavoured o ſhe v 
the tneſs of his/paſſion ; but having ſomewhat - 
reco! efted-ber ſpirits, ſhe, with an angry counten- 
ance, ſpake to him thus: Why, how no, Fre-. 
novius? what buſineſs have you here, thus to ſteak 
into my chamber unawares? This is ſuctan Dan 
a piece of impudence and rudeneſs, as better bes 
comes a thief than the ſteward of my houlhoilg; 
and yet the filthy errand that you come on, is far 
more criminal than your coming. What have! 


make you thus audacious, or give you the leaſt 
to ſucceed in your unlawful and wicked defires? 
I command you to be gone: and know, that if 
perſiſt in your impudence and folly, I will ſpecafly 
take thoſe methods, that ſhall ſue 1 in your « defer vom; 
ſhams a d confuſion.” 

He would have replied, but ſhe forthwith webe 
out of her chamber and would not hear him. 

+ This abſolute denial and ſevere reprimand, genes 
Profiovius with confuſion, and almoſt made him 
hopeleſs; but, after ſame reflection, he ſtron 
fancied, that the oppoſition he miet with proceeded | 
not from the lady's virtue, but from the greater 2 
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1 | liſtened. at the bottom of the 
- open, nor any key to turn, he imagined the door 


es way 155 5 
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| 1 ſome particular marks of h ** favour ſince 


* 


3 departure of the Count Alanſon. Being thus 
erfyaded, he was reſolved, if it were Poſſible, to 
e a plain diſcovery : and to this end, he planted 
29 privately one evening near the bac c-ſtairs 
that led out of the garden into Deidamia's Dp. 
ment (for that way thought this ſuppoſed rival 
muſt come.) And indeed he had ndt waited long, 
befofe a perſon came by, and went up thoſe. ſtairs, 
"whom he ſoftly followed to the Rtairs-foot”: the 
- darkneſs of the night hindered him from diſcerning 


doubt ed not but it was the ga _— and having 
airs, earing no door 


yas left open on purpoſe, and therefore reſolved to 


| 4 go up himſelf, and ſurprize them im the very act of 


2 unlawful loye. He bad no ſooner reſolved 
ys; but he heard ſomebody coming ſoftly down 


| 4 Fairs: as ſoop as the perſon came to the bottom of 


the ſtairs, Fronovius boldly ſeizes on him, and de- 


E manded what buſineſs he had there at that late time 
of night; but was extremely ſurprized to meet with, 
| inſtead of Bernard the gardener, Antbnio the prieſt 3 
©. who then Fronovius 1 
mia. Upon, which; ſpeaking big words to An- 
& tonio, and threatening to kill him for the diſhonour 

be had done his lord in violating his bed, the poor 


ought had been with Dei- 


ieſt, (who was almoſt dead with fear, and extreme- 
confounded at this accident) trembling, told 
ronovius, that if he would ſave his life, he would 
ingenuouſſy tell him all he knew: which Fronovius 


P promiſing, Antonio told him the ſtory of his love 
addreſſes, violent paſſion, and the repulſes he met 


with. That, however, being jealous of the gar- 


dener, and not. finding him in his lodging, 134 Tt. 
ſeems Deidamia had newly Feine him another, Ke 


r 


\ who the perſon was that went by him; but he. 
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thing to their charge. 


having huſhed his preſent fears, and declared to him, 


it brought many woes and miſeries, both to the 


inexpreſſible ſufferings. | . 


derogate from his honour : and then ſhe coflinnsl 
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unknown to Antonio) be ſufpected he uight- 
with his lady; where deſiring to detect i and + 
bring him to puniſhment, he had -undertaken'to-. 
come at this unſcaſonable timo; but the e 5 
faſt locked, and after a long liſtening, hearing 190 
ſtir nor whiſpering, was returning back again to 8 
watch a more favourable opportunity, that he might 
not on flight ground, or uncertainty, lay ſuc 4 4 


: 


Fronovius, finding the prieſt had been repulſed 


and reproved ag well as he, and that his thoughts 1 


were the ſame with his, as to the ſuſpeCted rivaly. - 3; 


though ſomewhat darkly, his own affections, &c. 


they went to Antonio's chamber, where they enter- 


ed into a combination ſo helliſh and malicious, that 


virtuous Deidamia and the gardener; till, by the 
mercy of God, to the ſhame and confuſion of the 


contrivers, they were turned to bleſſings, td rejoice f 
the injured, and to clear their innocence, after man 


_ 


N = 


hilſt theſe wicked men were thus plotting te 
revenge. their repulſes, Deidamia was thoughtful of | 
her ſafety. Sometimes ſhe determined to write to 


Alanſon, to remember his promiſe, and haſte his J 


return: but then ſhe concluded, that though Ws. 
Ry might reform theſe diſorders, yet to deſert” 
is command upon any private oecaſion ale 


= : 
N 
1 


that ſhe could not hide from him the religfos 
had embraced ſince his departure, for ſhe eduld not 
diffemble; if the was taxed with it; and though bis 

company was dear to her, yet the enjoyment of th 


LL 
: 


other was more precious and preferable; and thats $ 
in compariſon of the love of Chriſt, all the o , 
5 the world was but of little value. At another time 
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- the tholght « of retiting to her parents » but qliſs.ſhe 
fancied would be diſpleaGng. to ber lord: that, in 
Fete, ſhe ſhould Ieave the government of his 
2 4mily, which, be. had truſted to bet cate at bis 
= Geparture;z theſe things ſeriouſly weighed, ſhe te- 
IT, Aalved to remain at home, thinking time would cure 
de wild diſorders that were in the mind of thoſe 

* two wicked, ſervants. a 
Z After this laſt reſolve; ſhe W to hes. cloſet, 
* where ſhe bad not been long ere the gardener. came 
to preſent her with a paper be had drawn up, by ber 
1 Huter. of the fundamental points of the proteſtant 
feligion, in oppoſition to popery, one being com- 
ared with the other, and tried by. ſcripture and the 
| be olf the primitive times: ſhe, accepted this 
Paper very kindly, promiſing to look it over at 
te, as 2 9 85 ſhe bad much deſired to be in- 
Woe in. 4 24 dey retired to his labour in 
1 whilſt a bribed ſpy, their enemies had 
ſet on the wateh, was running to give information 
af the gardener's being Gith the lady. Fronovius 
Wa out of the way; Antonio. haſted as' faſt as he 
could; aud ſoftly opening the ſpring-lock, impudent- 
F by entered the chamber, drawing the curtains of her 


\ bed, in bopes of finding what he looked for there; 8 
dor miſſing his purpoſe, he ſtole to the ſide of her 


'- loſer, directed thither by her voice; for the pious 
Jay was fallen on her knees, and fervently pouring 
78 ad ſoul to God in theſe Wes: 37:4. ith 


k Moſt bleſſed ©" who art of Father. of 
mercies, andthe God of all conſolation, I 


” lightened the 9s of my underſtanding with. the 
i 0s — of t bleſſed truth, and that thou haſt 
- delivered me bom the darkneſs and ignorance, and 


theſe e errors, wherein] 8858 lived ünce . 
. | WP a> hg 


\ 


-and praiſe thy holy name, that. thou haſt en- 


N 
. 


{ think, whether he- ſhould diſcover himſelf, or retire 3, 
but at Jaſt; wickedly ſuppoſing the fear ſne wol 
conceive, leſt he ſnould diſcover what ſhe had-utrered 


| induce her to comply with his luſt, he preſented | 


"do her, if he ſhould diſcover it; yet for the love he A | 


be buried in eternal oblivion : but if ſhe 8 
had now: gopan ee to ruin ber. 
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my ebildhood, and baſt tevealed the ſaviüig be. <2 
ledge of thy will unto me, as it is contained in thy ' : 
bleſſed word; the holy ſcriptures: O ſtrengthen n HJ 
heart in the profeſſion of thy truth, and grant that 1 
may never return back again to the Popiſh idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, nor be under the conduct of th 
blind guides any more, whatever — 
I may ru to, of may undergo on that wd 

u N 

"Theſe, LR breathings of her foul, Ane 

his great amazement heard, and knew not What to 


8 


againſt the Romiſh religion, or that, as he concluded; 
ſne was an Hugonot, as they call proteſtants, mi 


, 


himſelf before her, rudely opening her clofet door . 
ere ſhe bad time to riſe from her icky This con- 
tinued impudence of his much troubled her ſpirits 
whereupon, rifing haſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the 
door, aſter ſhe had given bim a thruſt back, and 
locked herſelf in. However, it unhappily fell out, 
that in this diſorder, not taking that care, as at ano- 
ther time ſhe would have done, that paper which the 
gardener had newly brought her, wich her ba, 
ſhutting the door, diopped out of her coat, and un- 
perceived by her, was ſhut out of the cloſet, which 
Antonio took carefully up, and put in his pocket, 
telling her, though the door was ſhut againſt him, 4 
he had heard how "the had apoſtatized from, her re- 
ligion, and how wickedly ſhe had ſpoken of the why 
Rowan Catholic church, and what miſchiefs he coul 


bore her, if ſhe would yield to eaſe his paſſion, it ſhould 
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The pious lady (whoſe fervent devotions this 
wretch had interrupted) bridied; as much as human 
frailty could do, het paſſion, commanded him in mild 


terms to be gone, and not wound ber eee 4 


with his bated diſcourſe.” Againft the injury. 
threatened her, ſhe truſted in God for pto — x 
bo is a ſtrong tower for the ſafety of all thoſe that fly . 
to him ; and ſhe doubted not, when ſhe Had an op- 
portunity to make her lord ſenſible of it, he would 
through the favour of Almighty God, Gnieur with 
Der in her opinion. 

Antonio, finding bimſelf diſappointed i in his main 
en and thoroughly nettled with this anſwer, 


Ec | Particularly. the conclufion of it, went aways threat» 
| enivg and muttering to himſelf; and in the anti- 


"WY met Fronovius, who upon later notice was 
AY haſtening to him, to whom he told all he had feen 
+, and heard. This made them conſult to take new 
"meaſures; and in coneluſion, reſolved her chaſtity 
or life ſhould be ſacrificed to their revenge. This 
dias no ſdoner concluded on, but Antonio remem- 
ber'd that paper he had taken up, and taking it out 
— _ ket, knew it to be the gardener's hand, and 
3 ſuppoſed it to be a love- letter, that might 
| 2 the intrigue between him and his lady, Was 
„igbly pleaſed; but he had ſcarce read it half over, 
etre he found ſuch weighty arguments againſtttbe 
church of Rome, levelled ſo directly againſt her 
Ping foundation, as not only puzzled his under - 


6 whereupon F ronovius took it out of his hand, and 
33 read the reſt, and in the cloſe, theſe words, vis. 
Virtuous lady, theſe arguments, pre & conta, 1 
. - ſubmit to your great wiſdom, being very joyful in 
baving, under God, been a poor inſtrument in en- 
1 K bem your underſtanding 10 8 e nN Wl, 
Wt Lalſehood. eee er 
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ding, but made bim ſtorm at a ſtrange rate: ; 
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This left them no longer in doubt; who the 
was that. (as they termed it) had induced he 122 
apoſtatize, and become an heretic, and for this, con- 
ſequently, to enjoy. favours ſhe denied to them; 
awhereupon. they. vowed a bloody revenge. But 
fearing that the love Alanfon bore her, would not be 


fly 1 eeffaced by the change of her religion, eſpecially whey: 


he ſhould come to underſtand their criminal 


: For her, and practices againſt her, they refolved to ' | F 


were the likelieſt to deal with in this matter: wheres 
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che had perverſely ſtrayed. Then he began to mag- 


(ach an unpardonable ſin; 
22 too hard for his dub and labcurs, throug̃ 


bis being delivered jh a tone very moving and 
| = her father ſigh, aid the old lady burſt out in 


make her parents bear the blame of that ſtupendous 
wickedneſs, which they themſelves deſigned to be the 
actors of: for they knew that her parents were extra- 
ordinarily; bigotted to the Romiſh church, and se 


upon Antonio immediately poſted to them, and 
deſiring a private conference with the father and 
mother, after maniy-hypocritical ſhews of ſotta for 
the diſgrace that would befal the family, he 2 


cho his lady (ſnce his lord had been — 


been peryerted from the , Catholic relig LT | 

hugonot, a heretic gardener, a- fugitive. dan e at 
had been taken in, ſome years. ago, upon c 1 
He urged what diſhonour it would be to their ank. ; 
ly; the danger incurred by the king's edits; and # 
laſtly, the loſs of her ſoul, if ſhe was not timely te- 
covered and brought to the right fold, from whence 


nity: the pious. care and , pains He Mad taken to keep | 
ber in the right way, and to pro ent her falling into 
that the devil hac 


Gs high ſufferance, to bring ſome great judgment 
dn het, for her haughtjneſs/and contempt, & . 


afhonate, ſeeming. altogether in pity to Deidamia, 


teurs, ringen her hands, and PORT the miſeries - 
JI 2 
| . 1 5 1 , * : > i 


4 


a>. "F% FRENCH conven 


I What was We awith the 


of la years, in this (as they then termed it) 
worſt of misfortunes that could befal them; thut tte 
os branch of their family, that mould convey it to 
Poſterity, had made herſelf a caſt- away; for fo in 
their paſſionate mood they expreſſed her te he An- 


the Norm of their firſt 
deing allay'd by falling tears, they began to conſult 
more maturely how this misfortune” might be te- 
verſed ; and after many things were — An- 
_ tonio's device of lodging her in à nunnery (where 
the might be reſtrained from heretic books as he 
- faid, and the company of any ſed ucers, and alſo be 


- InftruQted by virtuous nuns, till her lord came home, 


und determin'd what e farther be dohe i in it) 
. was approved. 


yardener w os 46s 


| thing to be conſulted, * whether to make him away 


+ ſecretly; or deliver him up to juſtice ; the prieſt was 


| 4 for the former, but the parents conſciences were 


177 


FL a means to diſcover t 


tender in that; and could not conſent to ſuch wick- 
Sow ons but Antonio alledged, that the whole: buſts 
, nels would be made public, if he were delivered up 


M4 to Juſtice, ' arid their daughter would be brought in. 


- as criminal, and perhaps, for her obſtinacy, her lord 
3 loſe Kis honours and preferments at court. 
This\made them conſider farther, and at laſt leave it 
the wicked prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, to 
as he or they Pleaſed. They would have bore 
Kim company to "Aidpſon s houſe, to ſee what their -- 
pertuaſions might do, cy. he urged it would only be 


matter; and that it would 
be tde beſt for them to \come and moderate things 
then the count came home, of which he would give 
them the firſt notice; ſine at | preſent” what Was to 
de done requited ſecrecy, that in the mean time ſhe 


; — de provided ſor, as became her quality; awd | 
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tonio — glad te ſee them thus wrought upoff; un 4 K 
grief ſpending irſelf, ane 
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* told bim, yes; then be returned, and took the 
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1 a place a8 be mentioned, with time and. 
company, were the beſt cure to Hows thoſe Wild 
notigns out of her head: Upon which they on 162 

her a leer, and feſolyed not to gzo the Hay, 80 
Antonia! returne wal ſatisfied to his wicked e 


ion. A ar 7 ; 6 
Deidamia, (Who was ignorant of this) miſſing hey | 
paper, and not doubting which way it went, taki 


more care for Bernard the gardener than b 
thought by it he would be diſcovered  wherefore ſhe | 
ſent for him, gave him a handful-of gold, and com- 
manded him to ſhift for himſelf; telling him what 
had paſſed, and the danger he was in. This com- 
mand he ſeemed exceeding loth to obey, and, with 
tears in his eyes, proteſted, that for the fake of his 
religion, and in her defence againſt any injury oe + 
violence, he was willing to expoſe bis life; but u 
urged ſo many things to haſten his departure, that 7 
* ke. promiſed to do it; and ſo they (with edding 
many tears) took a long farewell of each other, $ 
Bernard was preparing to depatt, as Antonie re- 
tprned with his orders; whereupon Fronoyius clapt 
him up in a dungeon, and that night bited two b N 
to carry him to the ſea-cliffa, and throw him theunge 
headiong ; and thither they carried. him in * UC b. 
on a horſe, gagged and bound; but finding a Veel, 
thruſt into a creek very near the cliffs, one of them 
enquired, and found it belonged to a French planta- 
tion in the Weſt Indies; whereupon they took the 
method of Joſeph's brethren with the Iſhmaelites, to | 
make. the beſt purchaſe of him, rather than deſtroy 
him, and loſe it; ſo he that 3 to enquire, de- 
manded of the maſter, If he wanted « luſty ſervant? -: 


coat of the ſack, ungagged and unbound! 
and told him, That though he deſerved to die 
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* 
benen upon him, and would only ſend bim to do 


penance, for a ſhave in the Weſt Indies, and bid him 
aceept-of it thankfully, and without muttering; and 
they delivered him to the maſtes of the 
veel, of whom they received twelye erowus. After 
© which they returned, and gave an account they had 

| thrown him with a great ſtone about bis neck, from 
n fifty foot cliff into the ſea, and for it received the 
— 9 promiſed them. Nor was Bernard unwilli 
to go with his new maſter, finding providence ha 
changed the death that was defigned him, only into 
Havery, from whence he might hope in time to be 
- gel6afed,” - But his care was greater for Deidamiax\ 
than bimſelf, for he had been uſed to misfortune, 

- and inured to ſeveral hardſhips. And her grief was 
e le dat ſhe found herſelf conſtrained (as ſhe 
| arc his ſafety) ſo abruptly to part with. the 
that had been an inſtrument in the filling her 
* Heart ſo full of heavenly conſolations; and had not 


* laid her commands on him to write to her, or other- 

wiſe to give ſecret notice of his abiding place (that 
. ue might have had farther converſe with him, and 

been more ſtrengthened by him in the profeſſion of 

IF that truth be bad inſtructed ber in, and which ſhe 

Was reſolved to abide by) till ſhe found means to 

. xeftore bim to his place again, 


"Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, mate 


| boring (as I before told you) gotten a letter from her 
: —— to her, wherein they. laid their commands on 


till her lord's return, “ as ſhe tender'd the favour 


| | 2 bo Almi ghty God, their bleſſing, and her own honour 


and lafety, to be ruled and guided in all things by 


© Her ſpiritual paſtor.” (So, being ignorant of bis 
- villany,' they termed this wicked prieſt.) 4 And 
Whatever he perſuaded her to for the good of her 
E foul, cad bodily-prefervation, readily to comply with; 
| * next to the 6 20 
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protection, they heartily recommend her till her lord 
nnd huſbaud came home :” This was ſigned by both _ | 


ber, „She was at their diſpoſal, and that they had 
orders to carry her to a nunnery, where the ſhould 


- wretches' ſtirred up her zeal to ſo much holy anger ©: 


_ rudeneſs, eng out for help tobe wt of her fer 
_ yatits; but Fronovius, who wal eftcward. ank 
ener of the family, has fo 2 7 8 8 N 4.5 45 | 
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of tem. And Antonio having conſulted Fronovius 
about it, they both came boldly to her apartment, 
when they knew ſhe was in private, and preſented” 
it to her, „Charging her to obey it as ſhe tendered 


her ſafety;” She no ſooner looked on it, but ſhe 


aſked them ſo many queſtions, that by Antonio's 1 
replies, ſne was not inſenſible, they had traduced her 


to her parents; and after ſome juſt reproaches, told 
them, It ſhould not be long, before ſhe would go 


and plead ber own cauſe, and doubted not fo _ | 


juſtify her proceeding to her parents, that the black 


villany of her baſe and treacherous accuſers ſhould + 
be unable to ſully the brightneſs of her innocence??? 

This at firſt ſtartled them; but being fully teſolyed 
to proceed in their wicked deſigus, they plainly told 


be honourably uſedyir k debarred from the deſtructive '. 
principles the bad lately imbibed, till her and thei. } 
lord returned, to take the matter into his own hands, 
and determine how he pleaſed to diſpoſe of her.?“ 


This inſufferable impudence of theſe luſtfut 1 


and deteſtation of what they propoſed, that ſhe in 4 
great paſlion proteſted to Die a thoufand deaths, 18 

it were poſſible, and by the moſt exquiſite torments 
their helliſh malice could invent, rather than to be 
incloſed within the walls of a nunnery, which the 
was ſatisfied was no other than a fink of fin, and 
-Payfible colour for lewdneſs and debauchery.” But 

they, without replying, offering to force her from; 
che cloſet, ſhe oppoſed her ſtrength; againff AIP. - 


. 
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that theſe tat immediately waited upon her, were 
then out of hearing; ſo that without any other in- 
"terruption, than what her contending gave them, \- 
they hurried her into a cloſe chamber in the temoteſt 
part of the houſe, where they locked her in, and 
went to couſnit farther, how they ſhould ſecretly 
-convey her from thence, whilſt ſhe (who expected, 
after ſuch treatment, nothing but a violation of her 
chaſtity, and, would much rather have embraced 
death, and counted it a favour) was pouring out her 
ſoul to God, and imploring his help in this needful 
time of her trouble, and begging of him to ſtrengthen 
ber faith; till on a ſudden, to allay the trouble and 
> afflictions of her mind, ſuch beams of joy and com- 
fort darted into her ſoul, that ſhe ured herſelf, 
„ That that merciful God, whoſe gracious protecy 
3 tion the had been ſeeking, would work out deliver- 
g . ance ce for het in due time. 
Theſe conſpirators, by this tinze, had.come to a 
. © reſult to rid themſelves, as fu thought, for ever 
from the fears they were in of their villanous prac- 
7 tices being diſcovered ; which was this. | 
Fronovius counterfeited a letter in Alanſon's hand 
ſo very exactly, that if himſelf had ſeen it, he might 
+ have Leen puzzled -to diſtinguiſh it from his own ; 
and having gotten two -ruffians ready, one dreſſed in 
the habit af an efficer, and the other like a ſervant 
attending bim, Antonio and his companion in wick - 
| edneſs went to ber with it, and falling on their 
3% 2 with ſome forced tears, humbly implored her 
pardon for the indignities they had Merced to, her, + { 
” beſceching- her to be their good lady, notwithſtand- 
© iag their follies, and they would never in the like 
| mature oſſend, nor do any thing to diſobli aber; 
- with. many other Proteſtations, and much 
forrow => their rudeneſs and dehgns upon 
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# © trouble of auy attendants, but what he brings 
md va: him, becauſe I would have you come as . 
4 


is AEN CH co 


55 * WhilfDetdimiianras won what that # 
ate ration, in thoſe who had lately fo fudely treated 
her, might mean, Fronevius delivered her the denk 2 


in whick the read theſe wores? ' , LEE 
ty Ku; Peilania, 1 
YHOUGH I know, that "yy news „ which theſe 


nes will acquaint you with, cannot be 
« Acceptable to you, yet conjure you by out mutual 
ic affections, that you ſuffer not yourſelf to be diſ- 
1 turbed, but hear what I ſhall tell you, withthat 


4 patience and ſerenity of mind which becomes 2 


« 2s knowing it is our duty, in all things that 


v 
. 


6 pen to us, to ſubmit to the divine will. Lhow | | 


és then, my lovely Deidamia, that in a late encoun< 

«ter with a party of the enemies, I Happened to be - 
* wounded by 'a chance ſhot, which my furgeon.” 
« tells me is mortal; and fearing that ie Wer be ſo, 
“ and defiring above all things here below, to have 
4 a fight of your dear ſelf, before I depart out of the 


. « world, I have ſent the bearer, Monſ. Durell, one 


« of my captains, to conduct you to me forthwith ; 
« who is a perſon of tht worth and honour, that 
« you may truſt yourſelf' with him without the 


eedily as may be; which is at preſent I; 


Nt rom bim, who is both 1 in line and death, 


oy HELM . Your ever 172 Hſin, 


ere. 


” * ».4 - 


e "BF of this te trembled, looked ited; 
_”_ abundance. of tears, being in the greateſt” 


9 FRENCH CONVER r. 
* wo. ſee the party that brought it 3*promifing 
- (on their renewing their intreaties) not to dilgover 
their vickeduelh cane, of by. their, future demeanor. they Y 
made an amendment for what bad paſſed ; and — | 
_ thereupon felemnly promiſed, and led her, down 
into the hall, where the 
ſervant Tora very low to her; and being.beforchand 
inſtructed, — — all ber queſtions ſo gungingly, 
that ſhe rerily believed the — to come from her 
lord, and 3 alt he faid was true, .defiring them to. 
F - refreſh themſelves, whilſt the fitted herſelf: with 
Ster apparel, and took ſome jewels, gold, &c. along. 
- wich ber. Which done, and being about four in 
| the. evening, the innocent dove committed. herſelf 
into the talons of theſe bloody vultures; mounted 
behind the ſuppoſed captain, who had his inſtruQions 
not to let her ſee the next morning dawn. Antonio 
and Fronovius pretended much ſorrow at her depar- 
ture, but inwardly rejoiced, that by this ſtratagem 
they could get her eaſily into the trap, without noiſe 
E ind . 3 which had they gone about todo 
by fo ce, her cries might haye brought reſeue, and 
1% exented their villanous purpoſes: the curſed prieſt 
br - 1 0 would have firſt raviſhed ber by himſelf and 
bis companion, and then murdered her at home; 
but the other, J that it would be difficule 
to diſpoſe of the body, ontrived this way. But I 
muſt leave them for ſome time hugging the mſelyes 
in " a ſecurity, and follow the deceived iynocent.. 
E e bloody cut-throats having got he prize, by 
. ber too much credulity, into their poſſeſſiou, took all 
*the by-ways they could, cr-fling the country, and 
holding her in diſcourſe with many things relating 
to the war, and ſo ſpun ut the time till the fun 1 was 
near ſetting, when, coming into a valley between two 
1 vaſt woods, in a place much unfrequented, they rode 
| into ne of hems. at a turning of 3 rh . 


| 
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pretended captain and his 


that rode fingie alighted, and fuddenly pulled” Dei- 
adams from behind him, who at ſs unexpected 2 | 
Y rudeneſs trembled, and Began to ſuſpett the treachs -+) 
Fety J nor was the other flo 
3 both" carried yrs pt > 
© with-piccous ſhrieks Cries, ſhe demanded the. 
euuſe of ſuch violence; 18 without 
villain' who had carried be drawing his ford, di- 
fected it for the fatal t deſigning inſtantiy to. 
piexte her heart 3 whilſt on her knees the was im- 
ploring their pity and compaſſion, and intreating od 


"Wi py 0 ou rN 
dire the fippoſed eaptzid ltoppad, 3 


in diſmounting, when 4 
the wood; upon this, | 


the. 


know- in what ſhe bad effended, to make them e 
void of humanity. towards a diftrefſed lady, whom. 
{hey had betrayed into that ſolitary place; being con- 
viticed that her lord bad given no fo ſuchſ commands: 
Ks, replied they, that's true, nor do we know him, 
but Antonio and Fronovius have, and we muſt obey *; 
them; OED. you are an heretic, and  ought.mas W 


live. 3 = 
NY flie was betrayed by ber 3 


Deidamia now fi 
wicked ſervants into the hands of theſe mercileſs 
villains ; and ſeeing nothing but preſent death before - 
her eyes, ſhe potyed-our The foul to God in vehement 
petitions for favour from his hands; and that if 1 
ſaw fit ſhe ſhould live no longer here, that he would 
receive her into life eternal; and that rather, if it 
wete required, ſhe might feal her profeſſion of the 
reformed religion, in which ſhe had found ſo N 
beavenly conſolation, with her deareft blood; than 4 
be- prevail with to recant it. But thou, O Lordg, * 
ſai} ye, Who deliveredſt Daniel from the fury of ib 
lions, and the three children from devouring kame 
ext,” if thou wilt, in this extremity, delivef WW 
kram «hate blood-rhirſty men, whom here be: : 
manner injured; but be it as thou pleaſeſt, fo 'that” - 
of . * it leaves eee N 4 


a The FRENCH CONYERT. | 
may find ſhelter jo the arms of thy merey- Tbe 
pillains, who alt this while had eyed ker, and faw 7 
ber lovely in her tears, rfoubled not themſelves about Þ 
ber religion, for their bulime(s' was to murder, her: 
and therefore the pretended captain ſajd, “ Lady! 


- 


| ſettle your mind for the fatal ſiroke,” Jo this us 
made no reply, but continuing on her knees, imm 
eyes uplifted to heaven, fighs: and tears being the 
| | language of -her ſoul, his impious hand was about 
| 


> . 
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than. 


to give the fatal thruſt, but the other catched hold 
of his arm, and ſtopt bis ſword ; and after that, they 
| whiſpered, but ſhe knew not what they ſaid, till tbeir 
farther attempt revealed it. ito, 
© They had no ſooner done.conferring- notes, but 
they violently forced her on her back, and prepared 
++ to raviſh her firſt, and then put her to death: ber 
- cries were upon this redoubled, and ſhe begged # 
death ratber than the loſs of her chaſtity, opening % 
her bofom, and tempting their ſwords to pierce it. 
But her beauty in this ſorrowful condition was fo 
cbarming in their luſtful eyes, that they were inex01s + 
able to her cries and prayers. Ohad Alanſon been but 
chere, with what vengeanct; at this piteous ſight, 3 
would his ſword have been drawn to their deſtruc 


tion, and her reſcue !' but he being ignorant of the 4 
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interpoſed for her reſcue : for the villains fell;at,diſe |# 
cord, who ſhould firſt enjoy her; and the conteſt 
grew ſo bot, that they diſputed it with their Wande, 
nnd in the duel, the pretended captain (meſt forward | 
© in the miſchief] was run through the body, and-with- 
| .a.gbaſtly groan yielded up his wicked ſcul-ivto.the & 
bands of death. The other being ſorely wounde d. and 
 faipting through loſs of blood, gave Deidamia'time 
to fly farther. into the woods, wandering ſo far, that, 
- might covering every ching with darkneſe, ſhe thought | 
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dur time is ſhort, this inſtant you mult die; therefore 


wounds. his dear lady was abotit to receive, Heaven 


The FR Ach e 


2 | the 7 25 now 72 + little p. recover. e 4 
* i fo £13 i the grobnd: tho” the dangers hes 
out had fo lately eſcaped from wicked men, and — ö 
1 that 11 0 fe ared e beaſts, . not 
— lu fer. her | to cloſe her 25 4 7 
= 5 


dear wor of 1 iy os condition to which he. was”. 
Nr reduced ; 55 that a little f pported thereby, ſhe aß 
but laſt fell into a ſound ſleep, aving no other pillow © 
red than a turf of graſs, nor covering than the can p 
ber of heaven. The morning being come, Deidamia 
ged 4 again returned thanks to God, both for her late 12 
mms delivetange, and her laſt ight's preſeryatiop z, Farm 
WW 7 neſtly bop ging of him, Ne as he h 

"y begun to Beer her, ſy he would i in his: own 1 = 
ory time compleat it, to his own. glory and ber — 4 

3 and that, though at preſent her afflictions were not 
bt, joyous but grievous, yet, througk God's over-ruling 
DG? 4 providence, they might afrerwards bring, forth for 
"yp 2585 the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs; nr 1 
deſiring ſhe might be kept from harbouring hard 
thoughts of God, or of his truth and ways, bich 

* 7 the had ſo lately embraced, notwithſtanding, an, 
F ſufferings the had or might meet withal upon that I 
account. And having thus recommended berſelf 
to God, ſhe reſolved, if it were poſſible, to get out 
of that deſalate, pathleſs, and ſolitary place: but the- 


2 3 3 2 


more the thought to extricate herfeif, the more ſhe, \ 
ound heplelf entangled, and without hopes of 4 
az out Ide Cruits, that at that time the «4 
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r wood, ſupplied het with drink: fo 
Chat finding it impoſſible to get away, ſhe was con · 
tent to tafry there, till the providence of God ſhould 
And but ſome way of deliverance for her; being 
- \fatisfied in this, that the comſorts of converſation, 
aud other conveniencies that ſhe'uſed to'have, were 

abundantly made op in the communion the'enjoyed 
with God, whoſe bteifed preſence, as ſhe bas puge 
confeffed, did more than recompenſe for all her 
dutward wants.—In the poſſeſhon of which happi- 
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ce what became of the ſurviving ruffian. ' | 
His companion (as we have already heard) was 
>. Filled in their conteſt, about which ſhould enjoy, or 


Kinted away through loſs ef blood; which (as we 
have already related) made way for Deidamia's 
* oh But he recovering in ſome little time, found 


Deidamia, he made what fearch he could for her, 
mot fo much to ſatisfy his luſt, (which his tofs of 
blood n much allay d) as to take away ber 
fe, that in time to come ſhe might not be an evi- 

+ dence of his wickedneſs; but not finding her after 
© all bis ſearch, he buried his companion, and return- 
ed to choſe that had ſet them to work, i. ling them, 

> That Deidamia, when the found ſhe muſt die, by 
nu ſurprize, had fnatch'd away his companion's ſword, 

end flain him with it by an unlooked for thruſt: 
Bat thathioſelf had quickly revenged jt by her own 
WE death; and had buried them both in à deep pit to 
© &- avoid difcovery.” This they believed, and gave bim 
S& what they bad promiſed, being mighti pleaſed, 
3.3 2 now they-Were, as they thought at leaſt, quit of 
We theſe thinge were thus des, Deen 
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the little purling ſtreams that iſſued from ſome 0 


neſs we will leave her for a time, and look back 60 
rather raviſh Deidamia' firſt; and he that ſurvived 


means to ſtop its effahon; and then, 'mifng of 


1 WY , 


c 


1 Wien i 


1 parefics were exceedingly troubled, even 1% 

1 : gree,. that their ſleep, departed from them an 45 
7} thoſellittle flucbbets that they fometimes got, were 
ing inferrupied with ſtrange and unaccountable dr 0 

Which were alſo attended with an unuſual melan- 
» choly;.of which they could give no account, This 
made them feſolve to enquire after N 
whom: they bad heard notbing fince the permi 
they, gayeto Antonio ts carry her to a nunnery. 
But Fronovius and Antonio had been fo cunning. 
to prevent their diſcovery of the villany, that, for @' 
ſum of money, they engaged a certain abbeſs of -- | 
Antonios acquaintance, to acknowledge, w 
here ſhould be occaſion, that Deidamia had "ah 
RT thither, but that ſhe had made het eſc 
from e fo that ſhe knew not what was you” 


ut e of Rds had writ io a hand 2 4 
like Deidamia' 6% that it. could not be diſtinguiſued 
They had alſo given the abbeſs a ladder of rope 
by which it was pretended ſhe had made her eſcape. 
Fronovius. and Antonio, having ſo well laid they 
deſign with the abbeſs, kept poſſeſſion of Alanſon's # 
houſe without fear or controul. Aud therefore, 
hen Deidamia's parents came thither to equi 
after their Hzughrer, they received them witk much 
ſeeming tourtely and kindneſs ; and Fronovius told 
them, “ That though it had unhappily fallen 2 
that their lady bad been perverted to heref 
the departure of the count her huſband, yet yore 7 
Fei * care of the family, in his tord o abſcuce, 2 
hi ich was conſiſtent with his duty; and that, as t 
1 5 His lady, the orders they had been pleaſed to give.” 
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eee, and he hoped b has me inſt 
| Sinks home of their lord, We 1 
econciled to ber mother church, Kr eh 
no ſal vation. Tboog this We 
Vius' was very plauhble, t the parents, c 

were not at all ſatis ed with it, bu 

2 and diſcourſe with her in the, nunnery hee 


1 


o, and with Antonio offered their exvict to acco 

5 25 them thither, telling them, they bad given'a 
7 charge to the abbeſs, to prevent any heretics 

TR 1705 coming to ber, that none might be admitted 
to ſpeak with, her but themſelves, or by their 1 im- 


120 
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e Parents, being for the preſent ſatisfied with 
hr en anſwer, lay there that night, big with the hopes 
hey had of ſeeing their daughter the next day : 
80 being come, they went with Antonio and 

onovius to the nunnery, but were extremely ſur- 
Priz:d, when they came thither, to. hear 1 abbeſs 
y, that the young lady had been too hard for ber, 
| 54 notwithitanding all her care and diligence, had 
1 Re a way to make her eſcape but the IS before; 
ga then led them into the garden, ſhewing them the 
b ladder of ropes by which ſhe got over the wall; a 
. chen taking them into a room that ſhe Se ber 
3 ER gaye them the note which F ronovius 15 
| aig) er parents if they knew that hand; they 
Wt pened it, and thought verily it had been of 


9 
— „  —_ RC 
. * 
5 N 
* . 


* - — 
py OR CC —————— —— — - 
N ; ; N l 


4 3 writing: and then reading, Tan it 4. 
. theſe words: wee 
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A been fajcet' to b this place 0.09.5, 
1 10 troubled that I have found a means to ſet myſelf at 


my wind and conſcience, let none be 


10 fervants. DEID A 


TROUT 


© Again. 


he Was 3, Which Fronovius . rea Ito a 4 ; 


ud liberty! and am gone to him, who no 9 Will 
'& right me of the! injaty done me by m PEDAN 5 
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Piet Her p parents 


63 
upon reading this letter, belie 
wk forth ts tears for the loſs og | 
"their daughter, not knowing now in what part 
the country to ſeek for her: the only hope they bad 
was, chat ſhe was gone into Flanders to her huſband ,, * 
to which opinion Fronovius and Antonio both/p er- 
- fuaded' them, from that expreſſion in the note, Fi | 
am gone to him that will right my injuries.” Upon 
_ *which, giving Fronovius a charge to be a faithful 
ſteward in his lord's abſence, they returned to their 
own houſe, where they writ the following letter to 
the count; and ſent it by an expreſs to Flanders... | 


To the Count De Alanſon Colonel of the Regent 
of Picardy. | | 


„ Deareſt Son, 
* IT is not without :nexpreMibte grief a 
write theſe lines, which bring you the ad 
20 tidings of the greateſt affliction that ever hefe! 
„you; and which, without the divine aid, you will 
7 Ind it very hard to bear; but I hope Heaven will 
« ſupport you under it; it. is in brief, the loſs of 
« Deidamia; I do not mean by death, for had 
Heaven ordain'd it ſo, that would have deen far 
more eligible: But, alas | ſhe is loſt both to her- 
| © ſelf and all of us; and ſhe is, ſince your depar- 
« ture, perverted to hereſy, 2ad turned an obſtinate 
4 Hugonot 3 which Whilſt we cadeayoured to re- 
« claim her from, b; conſenting, upon the advice 
of your chaplain, Lat Antonio, that ſhe ſhould 
44 be put into a nunnery, ſhe is eſcaped from thence 
4 no one knows whither ; the thought thereof has 
« filled the hearts of myſelf and wife with ſuch 
© unexpreſſible grief and ſortow, as hath rendered 
2 E r dur only rem by 
* is, that ſhe may be gone to you; and that, 
. have not I you may Jet hear bf ber 
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235 in A few days; for ſhe left behind her in her 

Se chamber, at the nunnery of St. Bridget's, whither 
1 7 tonovius and Antonio conducted ber, the ſal- 

agen note: 80 


AVING been forced to this place Seien 
1 * my mind and conſcience, let none be 
* troubled that I found means to ſet myſelf at ber · 
ty; and am gone to him who no doubt will right 
nnn me of the injury done me by my treacherous 
33 ſervants. 


DEIDANIA 


"3 * It is this | note alone that gives us ground to 
. hope that you may ſee her again; and I pray 
God it may fall out accordingly. And whenever 
„ this loſt ſheep ſhall be found again, I doubt not 
, but you will lay her in your boſom, according to 

45 the example of our great ſhepherd, and by your 
ic wonted love and tenderneſs towards her, endea- 
, your to reſtore her again to the true fold and 
-<. church of Chriſt ; to whoſe PERO. I commit 


e and ſo farewell. 


* The Gn Alabfan was ITS with grief 
| it the reading of this letter, that for ſome time he 
remained ſpeechleſs. His trouble was too great to 
LY vent itſelf in words, ſtill waters being always the 
FE gerpeſt : but ſoon after, his ſorrow gave itſelf vent 
5 zn the moſt paſſionate and feeling complaints 3 and 
den calling for pen and ink, be writ the follo 
1 to his father. 97 551 
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Rvczived yout letter, cht tontents wheres? 
Are brought that grief and forty to wy hems, 


$4 


* 
* 
* HF 
3 
” ; f i — 
= o ' . \ 


- that will continue there for ever, unleſs the ſight 


embraced them. Had you but let her alone in my 
houſe, I < 
ing to reelaim her has been the ruin of us both: 1 
am fo tranſported with grief and anger, that I Rn 
not what to write, nor would J write at all,, hut 
come away immediately; were it not for the hopgs 


you give me from the note found in the chamber of 
my deareſt Deidamia, that ſhe was gone to him that 


would ſoon right her injuries, and that can be noue 
but myſelf; might I but recover her again, ſhe ſhould 
not be miſtaken in her thoughts. | Tis in hopes of 
her coming, that I am content to ftay here a little 


longer: for it is Deidamia alone can make me happy. 


ALANSON.. 


Farewell. 


The meſſenger being returned with Alanſon's I 
letter, it adminiſtered freſh grief ta Deidamia's pa- 


rents. For they thereby found, that by their too 
_eably yielding to Antonio's deſigns, they had not 


only loſt their daughter, but the affections of, their 
ſon-in-law In this ſtate we will now leave then, © 
and make Deidamia a viſit in her ſorrowful ſolitude, - 
Deidamia, being in that lonely place, each dax 
removed her habitation, until at laſt ſhe found a 
cave to ſecure herſelf from the injuries of the v | 


ther; and it was aquiet reſting place for her. jathe 


4 7 


rare, ſhe covered herſelf from all danger; which 


me looked upon, and thanked God for, 28 Agtaat | 
e nad living vpog the fruit: Mt gmwan the 
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of my deareſt Dcidamia removes it: her being turn- 
ed Hugonot, is not that which gives me much trqu- 
ble; it rather makes me think there is ſomething of 
Aab thoſe opinions, or elſe ſo. much goodness 
and virtue, as that of Deidamia's, could never have 


had been happy till ; but your endeavours - 


t ſeaſon, for by ſhutting up the mouth; of the 


* 
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wood (as I ſaid be fore) the ſpent her time wholly 
in prayer and meditation; and though her diet an 
lodging was extremely changed, yet ber health was 
both continued and incresſed; and ſhe found that 
promiſe made good unte her, A thy day is, fo h,; 
flrength be, Il 0 11 „ 25 10710 
be bad now lived almoſt four months in this 
ſolitude, and the winter approaching, began to 
make the woods uncomfortable, and the cold ex- 
tremely nipping : ſo that Deidamia was forced often 
to walk apace to get her a heat. One day, as the 
bad walked farther than ordinary, ſhe diſcovered 
dome kind of an obſcure path ſhe had not ſeen be- 
ore; and though ſhe knew not whither it would. 
lead her, ſhe was reſolved to follow the tract: ſhe. 
travelled fo far that day, that it was in vain for her 
do think of returning to her beloved cave, where 
me had lain ſo many nights; and therefore making 
the beſt ſhift that ſue could, the fat down upon the 
ground, and recommending herſcif to the Almigh- 
tyꝰs protection, compoſcd herſelf to reft. The next 
| morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon as it was light, and tra- 

; yelling forward, perceived her path to be like that 
of the jut, which, the wiſe man tells ns, ſbises more 
WS "and more unto the perfect day: and ſhe was encouraged 
to go on, beeauſe the fancied ſhe heard the barking 
of dogs; and after travelling a little farther, ſhe 
was weil afſured it was a real thing, and not a fancy 
only; and therefore ſhe purſued ber journey the 
more eagerly : The ſun had not come to its meri- 
Adlian, whe ſhe heard an unuſual ruſhing amongſt 
de buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to know what it wilght 
mean, ſhe perceived a grave old man, with two gdogs 
i following him, come from among the trees. Rhe 

were'both/alike ſurprized at the interview; for th 


* 
* 
* 
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old man, having never ſcen any human creature in | 


7 hat-yhice- before, could not but be amaged to ee 


What, misfortune ſhe came thither? entreating bet 
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roman coming from the midſt of he wood 3: Ind 
we oh Tidrebng himſelf to her, he enquired by | 


t to be afraid, for ſhe ſhould receive no harm 
hem him: Deidamia, upon this, looking earneſtly 


upon bim, N his carriage and demean- 


dur to be what became the gravity of his years;the 
told him, © She was indeed in a wild place, and 
knew not the way out again.“ To this the os 
man replied; .** If ſhe would go with him to his * 
homely. cottage, his wife would conduct her out of 
wood.“ Deidamia preſently. accepted of his ; 
indneſs, aud went with bim. And after they had 
pone about the ſpace of a mile, they came to his 
ouſe, where the good old woman (wlzo was fomes - 
what ſurprized to ſee her huſband bring a ſtranger 
along with him) roſe up, and received her vwerx 
outteouſly, deſiring her to fit down and MM. _ 
herſelf with ſuch homely fare as their cottage-af» 


forded, Which ſhe did; and then aſked her farther 
ho ſhe came into that place, Deidamia deſired they 


would aſk her no queſtions, for the relation of het 
ſtory would but renew her grief; only thus much 


{the would let them know, that her being there alive 
| was theeffect of God's providence in delivering her 


from wicked and blood -thirſty men, that ſought to 
take away her life. Upon which, -perceiving her 

to be full ot grief, they aſked her no more queſtionsy 
2 anding her very weary, they led ber intails 
homely, but clean aparatment, to repoſe \þerfſelt 
upon the bed. Deidamia was mighty thoughtiub ? 
What this aged couple might be; and whether ar 


no, for her apparel's ſake, and that goich ànd tho: 
jewals ſhe had about her, the might-not fall into as 


great a danger as that ſhe bad formerly eſcayedy” 4 


and though ſhe was at firſt. glad of their company, 
the could have wiſhed herſelf in her beloved cave 
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again, But her fears were quickly over, when by 
a French Bible, and other good books ſhe found in 
ber room, and by the hearty prayers of the good old 
man at night, ſhe perceived they were hugonoteg 
ho had fled into that ſolitary retirement fox. the 
fake of their religion. This made her be much 
more free with them, bleſſing God for bis provi- 
dence in bringing her thither, and reſolving to 
continue there, till ſhe could meet with an oppor» 
unity to return home into the arms of her deateſt 
Alanſon : and the old couple having underſteod her 
{+ kiftory more fully, by their pity and commiſeration, 
made her abode with them mere eaſy; and the 
communion ſhe had with them in the. things of 
another world, weaned her from this in à great mea- 
ure. So that here ſhe took up her abode, and conti- 
_nved with them, not only that winter, but the year 
following, until ſhe was found out by her beloved 
Hianſon ; to whom it is time that we now return. 
The Count Alanſou having tarricd at the camp 
# whole month after the receiving of his father-in- 
law's letter, in expectation of ſceing his deareſt 
_ Deidamia, began now to be impatient of tarrying 
any longer; and indeed, during all that time, he 
was ſo much changed in his carriage, humour, and 
converſation, - that all thofe with whom he. uſed to 
converſe in the camp, took notice of it, he having 
abandoned himſelf to an extreme melancholy; 


7 


the recovery of his health, and for the ſettling ſome 
affairs in his family, he eaſily obtained it; and ſoon 
after, tho' with a heavy heart, arrived there: where 
his Grit buſineſs was to enquire after -Deidamia z 
but none of the ſervants could give any account o 
her, but Fronovius and Antonic, who gave him the 


in-law: after which he ſternly aſked them, . Ilow 


\ 


* . 
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therefore deſiring of the king to go home, both for | 


WS. 


ſame account that had been ſent him by bis fathers, 
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+ If they durſt diſpoſe of their lady and miſtreſs, contrary 
by I © der will 0 his ris + or knowledge t tel. 
N. he, feared, by the note ſhe had written, 
ad it was their treachery that was the occaſion. of her 
's || loſs; which if he could but be confirmed in, he 
Would take care they ſhould receive a puniſhment + 
ch ſuitable to the greatneſs of their crimes. At which 
Fronovius and Antonio began to tremble, and make 
to the beſt excuſes for themſelves they could; alledging 
r- | the conſent of her parents for what they did. Rut 
Ht that did not at all ſatisfy Alanſon, who ſoon diſ- 
er | charged them from his ſervice, and refolved to tra- 
n, vel in fearch of Deidamia, though he knew not 
which way to bend bis courſe : But after many a 
tedious journey, enquiring amongſt thoſe who were 
a” | favourers of hugonots, he could hear no tidings of 
1 her; ſo that full of grief and ſorrow, he led a reti d, 
ar melancholy life in his own houſe, abſenting himfelÞ 
d from all company, and mourning like a turtle that 
N. had loſt his mate, though his friends, by all means 
b * ende avoured to comfort him; perſuading 


1 | him to ſurceaſc his grief, for that it was probable 
it Deidamia by ſome misfortune or other, was dead; 

S and therefore they adviſed him to think of a ſecond 

5 marriage, as that which would reſtore his former 

1 gaiety, and make him forget Deidamia. But the 

0 more they endeavoured to perſuade him, the more 
8 he was re ſolved to the contrary; and therefore to 
5 avoid their continued importunities, he fixed hit 
I reſolution once more to travel in queſt of her?: 
S -& which accordirgly he did, but without ſucceſs; and 

2 # therefore he reſolved to return again to his own 

E houſe, and there ſpend the remainder of his days is 
1 But as he was returning home, in his way, he 


met with a vaſt concourſe of people, and demand- 
ing the occaſion of it, he was told a criminal va 


4 


1 


* 


* 


13 
* 
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male factor caſt his eyes upon him, and ftraightway 


| his 


. fearing it was for her murder the criminal was to 


in tears confeſſed,” © that himſelf and another had 
been hired to murder her, to which end they 


\ pſcaped- out of their bands; that afterwards he had 
© &-reported to thoſe that ſet him to work, that he 


4 ed the reward, but which way ſhe eſcaped he 


I -** fince.” The Count urged him to tell the names 
| of thoſe that had ſo Hired him; but he ſaid, „He 

. had ſworn upon the holy ſacrament of the altar 
4 never to diſcloſe them, and that he feared dam- 
_< nation if he ſhould: Only, ſaid he, this I may 
| * fay, without breaking my oath, they were two per- 
& ſons in whom you have put a great deal of confi- 
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be be to be broken on the wheel, for à murder 
e had committed; upon which, cutioſi Ity led him | 


to ſee the execution; and getting pretty near, the 


knew him to be Alanſon, the huſband of Deidatniaz 
and being ſmitten with remorſe of conſcience, 

beckoned Alanſon to come near, and hambly begge 
don for the wrong he had done him. At 
this, Alanſon both ſtarted and fell a trembling, 


die: but coming nearer, the malefacter aſked him, 
46 If he had heard any news of his lady?“ and then 


% carried her into a great wood, (which he named 
* to him) but by a miraculous providence ſhe e- 


« had actually murdered her; ſor which be receix- 


« knew not; and that this was about two years 


« gerice.” And then ſolemnly atteſted, “that what 
«he ſaid was the truth, and ſoon after was ext- 

Ibis dying criminal's confeſſion confirmed Alan- 
fon, that Deidamia had been treacherouſly carried 
thither, cither from his houſe or the nunnery ; and 
be no longer doubred that Fronovius and Antonio 


were the perſons that had hired villains to murder 


her; and therefore, though they had been removed 


f / 


. 
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mina having given him an account where ſhe eſcaped from 
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b from his ſervice ſome time, yet he was reſolved to rſue * 
M them, in order to bring them to juſtice: but firſt he 


7 intended to make a freſh ſearch after Deidamia, the en · 


tbem; add therefore he thought, if ſhe was ſtill alive, ſue 
17 might be ſomewhere in the vicinity of that wood: to- 
+ wards that therefore he bended his courſe ; and being ar- 
77 rived in fight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt a place it was, 
he perceived it would. be a difficult thing to find her, ves 
though ſhe was there: yet at his entering in he conceived 
lome hopes in his mind, that he ſhould not loſe his labour. 
7 Whereupon aligbting, and giving his hofſe to his ſervant, 
(ho had attended him in all his melanchaly travels) ang 
charging him to attend there till he came back, he went 
into the wood alone, and found himſelf entangled amongſt 
2 thickets, briers and buſhes ; yet ſtill he went on, fearching 
every care ang ſolitary place, often calling out, Deidamia ! 
till darkdeſs ming on, made him think of returning ta 
dis man; but he found he was gone too far to retreat © 
back in time, and therefore reſolved to go forward: and 
being, no doubt, guided by providence, he happened upon _. 
that cave where Deidamia had ſo often bewailed his ab- 
ſence, and mourned her own ſoli .'y ſtate; and there he 
7 reſted his weary and tired body for that night, reſolving. 
to purſue his ſearch the next morning; which being come, 
Juſt as he was going out of the cave, he perceived ſomes, 
thing ſparkle very brightly on the ground, which he took © 
up; and looking on it ia the open light, he found it to be 
a locket'of diamonds which he had formerly given Dei- - 
3% damia, and ſhe unwittingly had dropt there. The finding 
of this filled him with ſome tranſports of joy, as looking 
upon it as an earneſt of his good ſucceſs in finding the - 1 
owner: thereupon he often repeated her name very dee 8 
but could receive no anſwer but Dy ſome broken echoes, 
and therefore went on he knew not whither ; but being 
directed by the ſame providence that had before conducted 
her to the cave, when he had wandered ſo fat that he was 
almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſodderly ſet upon by two whit- 
fling curs, which, upon offering +6 drew bis ſword, ian 
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little time to a path, where he could diſcern the erg 
of human creatures, which very much revived his hopes, 


and encouraged him ſtill to go on. He had not gone far 


before he diſcerned ſmoke to iſſue from a ſmall coxtage; 
to which as he approached nearer, be was again ſaluted 


by the furious barking of thoſe dogs, whom he had before 


_ purſued. This was the cottage where Deidamia reſided, 


who, upon the barking of the dogs, looking out to ſee 


What was the matter, eſpied Alanſon coming towards her, 


and (the idea of his image being continually in her breaſt) 
ſhe no ſooner ſaw bur knew him, and running into his arms 
in an excels of joy, was only able to cry out, Ah! my 
dear Lord Alaofon : but exceſs of joy proves ſometimes 
fatal; and it had like to have done ſo to Deidamia, for 


he immediately, ſweoned away in his arms. The dogs 
/ Kill continued their barking, which alſo cauſed the good 
old woman of the cottage to ſee what the atuſe was. She 
Vas extremely ſurprized to ſee a genteel ſtranger there, 
and Deidamia fainting in his arms; however, the made 
What haſte ſhe could to endeavour her recovery, deſiritg 


Alanſon to bring her into the houſe z which he immediate- 
Jy did, telling the god woman that he was Deidamia's 
Huſband, which ſhe (bg very well acquainted with Dei- 
Camia's ſtory) was very glad to hear. It was a conſider- 
able time before Deidamia could be brought to herſelf, 
which ſo much afflicted the Count, ibat he was almoſt 
ready to faint away himſelf. But, his lady being again 
recovered, Alanſon, with a thouſand kiſſes and endearing 
expreſſions, aſſured her of the truth, reality, and conſtancy 
of his affectiom towards her, whilſt ſhe, on the other hand, 
Femed to be the molt ſatisſied creature in the world, in 


that ſhe had once more ſeen her deareſt Lord Alanſan ; 


deſiring him not to be troubled at her fainting away, ſince 
it was 09.y occaſioned by the exceſs of joy ſhe conceived 
in ſceing him again; and that death itſelf would have been 
eaſy to her upon ſo happy an occaſion, and eſpecially dying 
In his arms. 57 „ 
Whilſt in his manner they were expreſſing the ardency 


2s, 


away barking from him; which he purſuing, came in a 


af their affectious to each other, the good · man of the boaſe 


* 


y For 


His afyGioas might have been eſtranged f om her. _ | 


4 came Ria and being told by his wife that Deidamia's 
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huſband was there, he was overjoyed ; and courteouſly 
ſaluted Alanſon, telling him, © He was ſure he was à wel⸗ 
come man there to them all, but eſpecially to Deidamia, 


who had long mourned his abſence. Alanſon kindly thank- 
ed him, and told him, he ſhould evec honour him as the re· 
fuge and preſerver of his dear lady. And after ſuch ci- 
vilities on each fide paſſed, the good woman ſet before 


him ſuch homely refreſhment as ſhe had prevared on the 
table: Alanſon eat but little, Deidamia's preſence being 
more to him than all the dainties in the world; yet per- 
ceiving wich what coarſe fare his lady had been there con- 
tented, he praiſed her humility, and wondered at her vir- 
tue. Dinner being ended, Alanſon was concerned for his 
ſervant, whom he had left in the entrance of iha wood, 
and would have gone back to hinz; but the good old man 2 
would by no means let him, telſing him he would go him- 
felf, becauſe he better knew the way, and could more 
eaſily find itz and ſo taking bis dogs along with him, he 

went accordingly : The man having waited at the entrance 
of the wood, from the time that his maſter went iots it. 
till the next morning, and hearing nothing of him, leaving 
his horſes in the fields adjoining to the wood, reſolved tq 
find him out ; and haviog got a good way, he met the ol. 

gentleman, who was coming to him; and enguiring of him 
for his maſter, whom he deſcribed; lie told bim he had 

both ſeen, and was come from him, to conduct him where 4 
he was, and that be had found his lady; at this the ſer- 
vant was very glad, and joyfully went along with him. 
After the old gentleman was gone for the ſervant, the. 


Count and his lady went into the woods, and there ſhe gave 


him a particular account of all her Srrows and ſufferings 
face his departing from her, and the reaſon of her ſtaying 
where ſhe was, viz. The old gentleman not darieg to go 
out of the wood with her, he being a proſcribed petſon ; 
and to go without him was to endanger her own life; be- 
ſides, the knew not how Antonio might have ordered * 
ters, having the pretence of hereſy to lay to ber charge; 
and that heating nothing of him ig all this time, ſhe thought 
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not but wonder at the unparallel'd villany of Fronovius 
and Antonio, and that he had turned them cut of his ſer- 
vice ſoon after he came home from the camp, After which, 

| the old gentleman and Alanſon's ſervant, being ( as before 
related) arrived at the cottage, the evening was far rent. 
and fo they all be took themſelves to reſt. 
The next morning, Alanſon was preparing for his re- 
urs, home: but before they went, their aged landlord 


. would need have them ſtay and dine, and in diſcourſe told 


him, He was once a tenant of his father's ; but by cruel 
, edits was forced not only to leave that farm, but his pa- 
ternal inberitance ; ſufferipg the ſpoils and loſs of all, for 
the fake of Chriſt and a good conſcience ; and in this ſoli- 
- tary retirement, had enjoyed more true peace and ſatis- 


Count then aſked him his name; which he told him was 


oh De la Mont; upon which he preſently knew and embraced 


him, ſaying, „That tho? himſelf was of the Romiſh per- 
ſuafion, yet he had often pitied his ſufferings; adding, 
That it was given out, he died in priſon.““ The pious 
- Deidamia, from this diſcourſe, took an occaſion to ſay, 
© © Ah! my deareſt lord, you ſee what a cruel and merci- 
leſs religion it is that you profeſs, and which through the 
goodneſs of God, I have lately departed from.“ I am not 
ſurprized (ſaid Alanſon) at that which you ſay, for I was 
ioformed in Flanders that you had changed your reſigien“ 
% wiſh to God, replied Deidamia, that yourſelf, my 
deareſt lord, was likewiſe made a partaker of the ſame hap- 


Ti py change.“ Upon this Monſ. De la Mont put in, and laid 


down fuch weighty reaſons for the truth of the reformed 


it encouraged Deidamia farther to go on, and ſhew the vi- 
ciouſneſs and debaychery of the Romiſh clergy, their 
| bloody principles and perſecuting ſpirit ; fo that Alanſon 
| was forced to confeſs, that what was alledged againſt their 
practices was true, but is to their principles (abating that 


which Deidamia replied, ** 1 am glad, my dear lord, to fisd .* 
| you areagainit perſecution; 1 hope then you will be williag l 


- 


Alanfon aſſured ber to the contrary, telſing her, he could 


faction, than in all the pleaſure of his forepaſt life. The 


religion, and againlt « eerrors of the church of Rome, that 


of perſecution) he believed they might be miſtaken : Upon _ 75 
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ld mall enjoy the liberty of my conſcience, the only happineſs 


N 


ws I pave had in this ſolitary retirement; and that yon will 
er- never go about to compel me to go to maſs, which 1 wil 
hy, rather chuſe to die than do.” To this Alanſon replied, 
Te that he was no ſuch bigot as to think that thoſe that ſiu- 
it, cerely worſhipped God, according to the beſt of their un- 


derſtanding. as he was confident Deidamia did, might not 
be accepted of him, tho? of an opinion different from him- 
* ſelf: And as to compel her to go to maſs, if by arguments 
be could not perſuade her to it, he ſolemnly promiſed he 4 
never would uſe any other means: | 1 
And being- now ready to depart, Alanſon offered La 
Mogrt ſtore of gold for their kindneſs to his lady, while ſhe: 
had been with them, which he abſolutely refuſed, ſaying, *_ 
Her converſation had been ſo agreeable, that they were the: 
perſons who had been obliged. So that leave being taken, ' 
and La Mont praying that God would go along with them, 
and make their way proſperous. they parted, and coming 
out of the wood, the ſervant readily found the horſes; and 
Deidamia getting up behind her lord, they made the belt of 
their way towards Alapſon's houſe ; where they were re- 
ceived with the rejoicing of their acquaintance, and much 
more of her parents, to whom in a day or two they made: . 
a viſit, Deidamia being received by them as one riſen from 
the d:ad, And the {tory of their daughter's troubles be- 
ing all related to them, they could not but admire the pro- 
vidence of God, in preſerving her, and wonder at the mon- 
ſtrous wickedfeſs of Fronovius and Antonio, who, upon 
tueir hearing of the confe ſſion of the dying criminal, had 
withdrawn themſelves from their former reſidences. And 
Antonio (the better to eſcape deſerved puniſhment for his 
luſtſul attempts upon Deidamia's chaſtity) went privately: * 
to the biſhop of Rheims, and told him that Count Alanſon s 
lady was depraved with hereſy, in which ſhe was fo much 
countenanced by her lord; that himſelf, for endeavouring 
to reclaim her, was turned out of the family, and cut off 
from all intereſt in it, and therefore came humbly to beg; 
his protection againſt ſs powerful an adverſary, ſince what: 
he had done, was only out of zeal to promote the Catholic: 
religion. The biſhop received him into his protectio and 
ODOR n ES, 2 2 
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he ſharp letter to the Count about it: who having re- 
it, believed it was done by the inſtigation 6f Anto- 
Bog whonmhe heard he had entertained; and being trou- 

that ſo great'a villain ſhould find apy countenance from 


4 e biſhop, he writ” back again to know the names of thoſe | 


"that had ſo injuriouſly informed him agaioſt his lady; but 
the biſhop would not gratify him ſo far in his deſires, This 


* made the Count return him a ſecond letter, written in a 


more angry ſtile, declaring, ** That if he could not have 
Juſtice from him, the king himſelf” ſhonld be acquainted 
> With it, and by him he would ſeck redreſ This ſo net- 
ted the biſhop, that he ſent examiners to his lady to inter- 
|. rogate her about. her religion, of which the Count having 
| - ſome i 3 ſent her to her parents, who were ex- 
ove ere troubled at theſe-freſh misfortunes, and mi hily 

ized at the villary of Antonio, and the bilhop's 


; 3 him from juſtice, grew thereupon very cold in 
"the profeſſion. of the popiſh religion, which ſo furiouſly 
xlecuted. innocence and virtue, and countenanced the 

" greateſt wickedveſs : this the pious Deidamia wiſely im- 


I proved, and ſo effe ctually wrought with them, by her warm 


and zealous diſcourſes, that thro' the operation of God's 
- holy Spirit aſſiſting her, they were both broaght over to the 
{ning of the truth. 


| back without their errand ; upon which the biſhop threat - 


ed to excommunicate both Alaoſon and his family; and 


h ſoon after as good as his word. Upon this Alapſon 
polis away 10 the king, who was then at Marly, where he 
. „ <omplained of the injury done him by the biſhop of Rheims. 
both in excommunicating him, and protecting a villandus 
Let from juſtics, But it ſeems the biſhop had been 


before hand with him, and made bis complaint firſt. For | 


the kiog received him very coldly, and told him, the diſhop' 
of Rheims was a good man, and he left his buſineſs wholly 


to him. On which Alanſon returned home much diſeon- 


-tented, mad ſouod that in his 2 freſh fearch had bęen 
made i his houſe for his N ithout ſucceſs, Then 
be wept to the biſhop bim 


f ww 


# 
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The biſhop's examiners, being diſappointed, ES | 


Idly charged him with 
e a wicked * tot HERA * 
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and Deidamia more eſpecially ; who paſhonately embrac- 


will briefly ſhew bow Gud's providence Watched over him. N 


| * God, which was followed by & very great hag = 
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The FRENCH. Convert... „ 


acur ; telling who he was, and declared his crimes, defir- : 
iog he might be brought forth, and bis lady ſhould appetr.” * 
But the biſhop refuſing this, and telling him; his lady was 
accuſed of hereſy, and be of countenancing it; the Count '* 
io a kind of holy anger, tolè him, That religion could not 
be of God, which encoursged villany, and ſought the de- 
ſtruction of them that were virtuous. At this the biſhop / 6 
ſtormed, and told him. That he ſhould be anſwered in 
another manner.” And ſoon after, he had ſecret notice 81 
from court, 5+ That upon a freſh complaint of the biſhop? 3, 
both be and his lady were proſci:bed as Hugonots; and | 
that. notwithſtanding his friends interceihon. and his own: * 
former fnerits, his places were taken away, and his 2 
ordered to be ſeized, as a terror to wthers,” Alanſon, 
finding himſelf unable to withſtand this ſtorm, packed upp 
the richeſt of his effects, and privately ſent them to his 
wiſe's father, where ſhe was all this while concealed, and 
then followed after himſelf Where, having declared the 
great injuſtice e had met withal, contrary to all religion, 
honour, bonefty, and conſcience, he then told his relations 
be was refolred by God's help to embrace that religion, for ** 
which he had been a ſufferer before he was a profeſſor; ** for 
that religion could not be of God, that did ſo evidently 1 
up the kingdom of the devil.“ At which they all re joice d, 


| 
] 
1 


* 


ing him, ſaid, * Her father and mother were of the ſame b 
mind with him.” At which Alauſon was the more en- 3 
couraged. Bur leſt their adverſaries ſhould come thither. 
ro ſearch for them, they withdrew into a ſmall village and 
lived obſcurely, while La Mont could hear of a convenient 
veſfel to tranſport them inte a country where they . 
enjoy more Rberty. | — 
You have before heard how Bernard the gardener was 
fold to a maſter of a ſhip belonging to one of the Freuen 
Plantations in the Weſt Indies; before Se conclude, e 


for good alſo. la his voyage at fea they met with ſo e 
traordinary a ſtorm, that all expected prefent death, but \* 
Bernard was very calm, pulting up his fervent prayer io 
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nity 158 calmneſs. This made the maſter have a reſpe& 
For him, and oftentimes diſcourſed with him, his bebaviour 

beidg always ſober, and his diſcovrſe faroury. The ma- 
"ter Caries made his voyage, ſold Bernerd for a ſlave, and 


made ſo.deep an impreſſion in his mind, that he was gredt- 
Iy troubled for baving ſold him, inſomuch that he could 
not reſt, until he had taken a ſolemm reſolution, the next 
voyage he made, to bring him back; and accordingly the 


We | 


country? Bernard replied, he never was in love with ſla- 


ordered it ſe; but if he might have his liberty, he wonld: 
chuſe it rather. 
and brought hin back to France; nor was he a loſer. by 
it for as a recompence for his kindneſs it. pleaſed God to 
make Betrard an inſtrument 10 open his eyes, and bring 


+ 


ing told of the ſufferings that had lately befallen them, he 
was extremely grie ved, tho' at the ſawe time he could not 
but rejoice that they ſuffered in ſy good a cauſe. And 
ſpeaking of them to ſome of his old Chriſtian friends, he 


+ ſpoken with by any one, 


23 fiightway wou to the hoaſe, and delivered the 
man the note; the. purport of which was this, ** That he 


brother, and that he had been formerly a ſervant of the 
_ Count Alanſon's, and had a great elite fo 0) his h 
* might * let kim 40, 


© % 9 - 2 


— 


having ſtaid there about two: months retur bed again to 
France, but the diſcourſes and behaviour of Bernard had 


next year m-kinp another voyage thither, he made jt his 
buſineſs to enquire after him, and having found hin, afk'd- 
it he was willing to have his liberty, and return to his own: 


very; but was contented under it whillt God's providence 


Whereupon®he maſter paid his ranſom, 


him to the acknowledgement of the truth. Bernard being 
again got into his own.ceuntry, made it his whole buſineſs. 
F. to enquire after the welfare of Alanſon's family, and be- 


was told by one of them, that both the Count and his lady 
ved obſcurely and in diſguiſe in the neighbouring villages. 
and that if he bad a mind to ſec them he would give him 

A note to the gentleman of the houſe, upon which he ſhould 

have admittance te them; or erat hey would not be 


Bernard gladly accepted of his friend's kindneſs and 
gentle · 


had known the bearer many years for a faithful friend and 
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u rtENCH CONVERT. 
po reading this note, the gentleman defired him to 
come in, and ſent up one of his ſervants. to acquaint Dei 
camia there was one bebw deſired to ſpeak with her; 5 ; 
on which Bernard was preſently called up. y s 
N Deidamia was mightily ſurprized to ſee Bernard: who 
Ihe thought ſhe ſhould never have ſeen more, and very | 
much rejoiced at-it; introducing him to her lord, and a- 
terwards to her parents, who all made very much of him, + 
: aad were glad to ſee him. And having communicated - 
> © the various providences of God to one another ſince they 
had been parted, they all bleſſed the Lord for his goodneſs, + 
| and for his wonderful works to the children of men; and 
1 aſterwards conſulted how ts procure a veſſel to convey | 
e 
d 
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N 1 out of danger. en 
* Bernard gave them an account, that the maſter of the 

| [E veſſel which brought him back to France, was alſo con- 
„ * verted; ; and that now his veſſel lay ready to fail for Den : 


5 mark and be was ſure he wovld be glad to ſerve them. | 
o To this they all agreed; and thereupon Bernard went 
g immediately to the maſter of the ſhip, who readily' con- 
g: ſented to carry them; and ordered their goods to be brought? 1 
{s- "'F reſently, and themſelves to come aboard at midnight; at bl 
e-, which time Bernard conducted them to the ſhip, and them, 
ae ＋ rent aboard with. them in quality of their ſervant; and * 
ot. Yoon after, the wind ſerving, they ſet ſail for Denmark 3 Mt 
id here being arrived, and tarrying a few days, they hired 


be Dutch veſſel to carry them to Rotterdam, and from 
dy hence they went by boat to Utrecht, which bei- g 1 5 7 
Mat place, and a very good air, they reſolved to Wallet 5 


im T'hus, courteous reader, thou baſt had a brief, but tige 

d Yelatioo'of the mercy and goodneſs of God tv that noble 

be milly. which is the ſubject of this narrative : and he that . 
\ *Kads it throughout ſeriouſly, will find cauſe to make the 2 

nd me obfervatios that David did of old, Mark the perfect 

de- an, and behold the upright, for the end-of that man is 

my face, which the apoltle St. James farther exemplifies iu 


P epiſtle. “ Lou have heard of the patience of Job, and 
the ve ſeen the end of the Lord, how he is very EY 
eier mercy.” | Here you have ſeen the great diſtreſs 


us, and here FR have ſeen the e of Gog + 
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4 Arb s the N 
in her „ Here you have ſeeh the Count Alsa- 


| have ſeen thaw God has graciouſly made it up, in giving 
Him that faith which is far more l than the gold 
which periſherh. 9 4 
But I cannot conclude without giziog you an account of 
the judgment of God upon Fronovius and Antonio, that 
others may fear and give glory to God. 127 
6. Fronovius, after the ſeizure of Alanſon's eſtate, and his 
departure imo Holland, returned into thoſe parts, but 
finding himſelf hated by ali men for his villany, he retired 
into Normendy, where ſoliciting his landlord's daughter 
to yield to his luſt, and ſhe refuſing it, he teck an oppor- 
-  Ennity to raviſh her, for which he was hanged without the 
gates of Roan. 1 
And ax for Antonio, though he eſcaped the juſtice of 
man, he could not eſcape the judgment of God: for falling 
diſtracted a little time — he confeſſed it was God's 
judgment upon him for the miſchief he had wrought againſt 
bis lord Alanſon and his virtuous lady; ſaying, They 
bad taken a way to be ſaved, but he was ſure to be damn- 
dad.“ And ſo daſhing ont his own brains againſt a wall; he 
died wiſerably ; both of them verifying the words of the 
—»Infpjred penman, Is not deſtruction to the wicked, and 
a ſtrange puniſhment to the workers of iniquity ?” | = 
End. * the n ener 
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4 Fuation Ll the fearful bur of Francis Spire,” | 


'N the year 1548, when the glerious Sun of the 
by goſpel was but newly riſen in Europe, in the days 
4 Nt the reign of Edward the Sixth of that name, king 
of England, in the territory, and under the jurifdic- 
ion of the city of Venice, being the very border of 
Italy, in the town of Citadella, lived one Francis Spira, 


being of great experience, of carriage circumſpꝶ ag 
fevers, his ſpeech grave and compoſed, His 


/ 


Jon rifled of all his eſtate and poſſeſſions; and here you 


- a civil lawyer, an advocate of great rank andeſteem}.” | 
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* wittingly oppoſed the known truth; and the truſt 


{ mined ; but ſearching into the ſcripture, and into. all” 


Joves, and owns them at length, and with ſuch zeal, F 


to his wife, children and family, and after to his 
friends, and familiar acquaintance ; and in compari» _ 
ſon, ſeemed to neglect all other affairs, intending eyer f 


the death of Chriſt, as the only-fure; way" to ſalvation.” © | 
And this was the ſum of all his diſcourſe, which con- 
tinued for the ſpace of fix years, or thereabouts, even * 
f 1 long 
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FT thority whereunto he was advanced; endowed with . 
' outward bleſfings of wife and eleven children, and 

wealth in abundance. © What his worſt parts were, 1 i 

have no other warrant than his words, which if not 


tainted over much, with the bitterneſs of a deſperate 
mind, and bearing a countenance rather of paſſion, 
than of ſober confeſſion, may ſeem to add a Lata to 
all further commendations.  , | 

« Was I (faith he) exceedingly covetous of money, 
& ; and accordingly applied myſelf to get by injuſtice,, | 
” e ? juſtice by deceit, inventing tricks ts 
« detude juſtice; op cauſes I either defended de- 
« ceitfully, or ſold them to the adgerſary perfidioufly. x 
* III cauſes I maintained with all my might. 1 


« committed unto me, IL either. betrayed or perverted.“ 
Thus having worn out forty-fopr years, er there- 
L and the news of the neu, or rather newly re= t: 
vived opinions of Luther coming into thoſe parts, re- 
preſented an object of novelty unto him, who being 
deſirous to know, as he was famous for knowledge, I 

4 


4 R wu 
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ſuffered not theſe wandering opinions to paſs unea- 


books of controverſies that he eould get, both old and 
new, and finding more thun fame or opinion, he be- 
gan to taſte their nature ſo well, that he entertains, 


Oe 
4h 


as he became a profeſſor, yea, a teacher of them, firſt 


to- preſs this main point, That we muſt auholly and on. 
ly depend on the free and unchangeabimlone of Cod, in 


as the fire could keep itſelf within private 
ae but af length it brake Wan into r mos! ; 


ad. 
* + 


„ 4: 1 Relibion of the Jim : 
| ings, fo.us hs whole .province of Pata dec by 
the Ns thereof. The clergy finding the trade of 
. their pardons to decay and their purgatory to wax 


cold, be r beſtir themſelves gh ſſing their ac- 

© Hons, 5 with calumnious aſperfions upon the whole 
* profeſſion ; then more plainly ſtriking at Spira with 
& grievous accuſations. 


4 
4 
| 
j others favour, ſome advice, others maintenance; all 
+ ©, Join to divide either his foul from bis body, or both 
0 from God. 

| Now was John Caſa, thepope's s legate, | rehdant at 
| 


* Venice, being by birth a Florentine; and one that 
- Wanted neither <A, 1%: againſt thoſe of this way, nor 
c.raftineſs to effect his malicious purpoſes ; to him 
4 theſe men repair with outeries againſt Spira, that he 
Was the man that condemned the received rights of 
1 the church, eluded the eccleſiaſtical power, and ſcan- 
dalized the policy thereof; one of no mean rank, be- 
ing a man of account and authority, and thereunto 
learned in the ſcriptures, elegant in ſpeech, and in 
one word, a dangerous Lutheran, having alſo many 
dlſeiples, and therefore not to be deſpiſed. 


i] 

nile alteration that had lately happened in Germany; 
where, by the means of one only Luther, the Romiſh 
teligion bad ſuffered ſuch a blow, as that it could nei · 


ther be cured by diſſimulation, nor defended by pow- 
er; but the clergy muſt either mend their manners, 
it 5 and therefore * to be en, by ſuch ad 

| a 4 


or loſe their dignities On the other fide, when he 
ſaw how. propenſe the c:mmon people, inbabiting the 


new opinions, he now thought it no time to diſpute or 

perſuade, but with ſpeed repairs to the ſenate, and 

Procures authority from them to ſend for Spira. 
Spira, by this time, had conſidered with himſelf of 


* 
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And to effect their purpoſe, ſome promiſed labour,' 


At this began the legate to caſt his eyes on the ter- | : 


bordering country of Italy, were to entertain theſe 


the nature of his courage, how evident and notorious \ 1 
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e State of Francis Spins. 2 4 4 
either liked his perſon nor religion. He perceived "* 
that his opinions werg neither retired, nor ſpeeula- * 
tive, but ſuch as aimed at the Romiſh faction, anda. 4 
changs of policy. And that his enemies wanted 
neither power nor occaſion to call him to an account: 
in public, when he muſt either apoſtatize, and ſhames 

fully give his former life, yea, his own conſcience te 
lie, or endure the utmoſt malice of his dreadful ene- 


| mies; or forſake his wife, children, friends, good, 


authority, yea, his dear country, and betake himſelf 
1 to a foreign people, there to endure a thouſand miſe- 
ties, that do continually wait upon a voluntary exile. 
Being thus diſtracted, and toſſed by reſtleſs waves 
of doubt, without guide to truſt to, or haven to fly 

to for ſuccours, on the ſudden, God's Spirit aſſiſting, 
he felt a calm, and began ta diſcourſe with hiſhſelf 


r 
4 


r 


in this manner. 0 2 r 
Why wandereſt thou thus ig uncertainties, un- 
„ happy man? Caſt away fear; put on thy ſhielde, 
a the ſhield of faith. Where is thy wonted courage, 
V thy goodnefs and conſtancy ? remember that Chriſt's 
F „ glory lies at ſtake, ſuffer thou without fgar, ane 
„ he will defend thee, he will tell thee what than 
; | | © ſhalt anſwer; he can beat down all danger; bring 
| * thee out of priſon; raiſe thee ſrom the dead. Con- 
= © fider Peter in a dungeon; the martyrs in the fire, 
„lf thou makeſt a good confeſſion, thou may'ſt in- 
'F © deed, go to priſon, or death, but an eternal reward 
© in heaven remains for thee. What haſt thou in 
„this world comparable to everlaſting happineſs? _ 4 
If thou doſt otherwiſe, think of the ſcandal (com- 
ff mon people live by example, thinking whatever is 
„ done, is well done fear the loſs of peace and joy; 
„ fear death, hell, and eternal wrath. Or, if the 
« fleſh be ſo ſtrong as to cauſe thee to doubt of the. 
41 iſſue, fly thy country, get thee away, though never 
jo far, father than deny a Lord of lic.“ 25 


4 


— 


„ 


75 * 
by 1 1 
. * 


N * 
, R « 
= ” * 
% N * - * 
* = - a Fl 5 4 9 - 
P 7 gt - : , — 
* * o : 
«25 rt : g be 4$ 
0 2 . 4 4 r ä {> . 
F : ; a dad... * . : 8 2 * . 


ns ” val 1 Relation of the fearful 
78 Now was Spira i in reaſonable quiet, bein reſolved * 


”. - the fleſh begins in this manner. 


1 — 
=” 


© both ſides, and then judge. How canft thou thus 


„ thou now cut their throats, and inhumanly butcher 


0 church? Go to the Legate, weak man, freely con- 

“ ſeſs thy fault, and help all theſe miſeries.“ 

bY. Thus did the cares of this world, and the deecit- 
2 Fulneſs of riches choak the goed ſeed that was for- 

merly ſown : ſo, as fearing, he faints, and yie)ds unto 

the allurements of this world; and being thus biinded, 

be goes to the Legate at Venice, and ſalutes him 
| Vith this nete. by 8 


Eu. ng for teſ divers years entertained an ahi 111 


to- yield to theſe weighty reaſons, Yet olding it 
wiſdom to examine all things, he confults alſo with 4 
Heſh and blood. Thus the bottle doth renew, and rf 


% Be well adviſed; fond man, conſider reaſon on 


overcome thy ſufficiencygtas thou neither regatdeſt 
the examples of thy pregenitors, nor the judgment 
« of the whole church? Doſt thou not conſider hat 
e miſery this thy raſhneſs will bring unto thee ? Thou 
« ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten with ſo great care 
and travail; thou ſhalt undergo the moſt exquiſite 5 
<« torments that malice can deviſe; thou ſhalt he 
e counted an heretic, and to cloſe up all, thou ſnalt 
*« die ſhamefully. What thinkeſt thou of the loth- FX - 
e ſome ſtinking dungeon, the bloody ax, or the burn- 
\ © ing faggot? Are they delightful? Be wiſe at Jevgh, & 
* LY * and keep thy life and honour; thou mayeſt live to 
do much good to men, as God commands thee ; 3 
0 thou mayeſt be an ornament to thy country, and 
4 put rhe eaſe, thy country's loſs would be of no ſmall , 
E efteem with thee. Wilt thou bring thy friends alſo 17 
into danger? Thou haſt begotten children, wilt 


„ them, who may in time bring honour to their ; 
„ county, glory to God, help and furtherance to his | 
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| 2 9 - nne foe articles of faith, contrary to the orthadax, 


ith ¶ and received judgment of the church, and uttertd-many 
nd | Lrhings againſt the, authority of the church of Rome, and 
the univerſal biſhop ; 1 humbly acknowledge my fault and 
on errer, aud my fally i in miſleading others, I hers efore yield 
us Fl all obedience to the Supreme biſhop of the church 
eſt R never to depart again from the made and 
ent decrees of the Holy See : I am heartily ſarry for what i is 
hat th pal, and humbly beg pardon for ſo greet an offences © 


non Tl "2.18 
are The Legate perceiving Spira to faint, he parkett 80 10 
ite the utmoſt; he eauſes a recitation of all his errors to 
he de drawn in writing, together with the eonfeſſion au- 
alt nexed to it, and commands Spira to ſubſcribe his 
th- name thereto, which ade he did; then the 
en- 8 Legate commands him to return to his own town, 1 
zh, and there to declare this confeſſion of his, and to ac- 
to knowledge the whole doctrine of the church of Hors: 4 \ 
e; to be holy and true, and to abjure the opinions of Lu- 
nd 2 ther, and other ſuch teachers, as falſe and heretical.” 
all 3 [Man knows not the Nun of fin, but who bounds | 
io 1 the iſſues thereof J 
ilt Spira having once loſt footing, goes down amain, 
er + be cannot ſtay, nor gainſay the Legate, but promiſetn 
ir to accompliſh his whole will aad pleaſure. He ſoon 
is dreſſed himſelf for his journey, and being onward in 
n- the way, bethinks himſelf of the large ſpoils he had 
: ( brought away, from the conflict with the Legat 3 ** 
t- what gloriovs teſtimony he had given of his great faitn 
- 0 and conſtancy in Chriſt's cauſe, and to be plain, bow _ 
to impiouſly he bad denied Chriſt and his goſpel at Ve= 
d, nice; and what he promiſed to do farther in hid I 
m 


ks Zu And thus partly with fear and partly with , 
ame being confounded, he thought he heard a voice 
ſpeaking uuto him iu this manner. 5 
„ FgSpita! What doſt thou here! Whither goeſt 

\ 66 chou? d ur thou, awake man, given thy 5 
7 | | 


- 


1 N | 70 D bein if the fearful . 


" writing te the Legate at Venice? Yet. ſee thou 


duft not feal it in thine own country. Doſt thou, 


* indeed, think. eternal life ſo mean, 2s that thou 
« prefereſt this preſent life before it? Doſt thou well 


| - © zn prefering wife and children before Chriſt ? Is 


J 4 the windy applauſe of the people better, indeed, 
than the glory of God? And the poſſe ſſion of this 
* world's good, more dear to thee than the ſalvation 


; of thine own ſoul? Is the ſmall uſe of a moment 


« of time, more deſireable than eternal wrath is 
„ dreadful ? Think with chyſelf, what Chriſt did 
- _ « endure for thy fake, is it not equal thou ſhouldeſt 
< ſuffer ſomewhat for him? Remember, man, that 


the ſufferings of this preſent. life, are not compar- 
able to the glory that ſhall be revealed. If thou 

„ ſuffereſt with him, thou ſhalt alſo reign. with him. 
Thou canft not anſwer for what thou haſt already, 
done; nevertheleſs the gate of mercy is not quite 


„ ſhut.) Take heed that thou heap eſt not fin upon 
„ fin, leſt thou fepent when it is too late.“ 

Now was Spira in the wilderneſs of doubt, not 

F knowing which way to turn him, nor what to do; 

Jet being arrived in his own country, and among bis 


1 friends, 2 what he had. done, and what he 


” God on the one fide, and the terror of fis world, on 
the other, did continually rack him; and therefore, 


4 he defired their advice in ſo doubtful a caſe. His 
friends upon ſmall deliberation, anſwered, That it was 


requiſite he ſhould take heed that he did not in any 
wile betray. his wiſe and children, and all his friends 


4.3 into danger; ſeeing, that by ſo ſmall a matter as the 


$ reciting of a little ſchedule, which might be done in 


E Jeſs ſpace than halt an hour, he might both free him- 
| Gl om preſent” danger, and preſerve many that 
| depended upon him; adding, moreover, that he could 
$4 10 coun in relenting {rom that which he had 
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had farther promiſed to do; and how tke terror of, 
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already in the greateſt part, formed before the N 
at Venice; and that in the perfect accompliſting | 


thereof, little or no diſcredit could ariſe, more than 
what by the former action he had already ſuſtained. . 


On the ether fide, if he did not perform his promiſe 


to the Legate, he could neither diſcharge himſelf of 


the ſhame which he had already incurred, nor avoid 


4 
; 7 


5 


far mort heavy and inſupportable injuries, than pro-— 


Bably he ſhould have endured, if he had perſiſtec 


obſtinately in his former opinions. 


This was the laſt blow of the battle, and Spira 


utterly overcome, goes to the Prator, and proffers to 
periorm his promiſe made to the Legate, who, in the 
mean time, had take order to have all things ready, 


and ſent the inſtrument of abjuration ſigned by Spiray 


to the Prætor, by the hands of a certain prieſt, 


All that, night the miſerable man wears out with 


reſtleſs cares, without any minute of reſt; the next 


morning being come, he gets up, and being ted 
deſperately enters into the public congregation, Where 


maſs being finiſhed, in the prefence,of friends and 


enemies, and of the whole aſſembly, being by eſti» 
mation, near two thouſand people; yea, and of Hea+ 4 
ven itſelf, he recites that infamous abjuration word. 
for word, as it was written, I being 


done, he was 


fined at thirty pieces of gold, which he preſently | 


paid ; five whereof were given to the prieſt that 


brought the abjuration, the other five and twenty 


were employed towards the making of a ſhrine to pu 
the Euchariſt in. 


Then was he ſent 


ditoſul voice ſaying to him; 


Cy and rec 
ſtored to his dignities, goods, wife, and children. No 
ſooner was he departed, but he thought he heard ; * 


« Thou wicked wretch, thou haſt denied me, PR 
6« haſt renounced the covenant of thy obedience 


MC 
= ® 5 
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e thou haſt broken thy vow, hence, apoſtate, bear 
. « « with thee, the ſentenoe of thy eternal daranation ** 


. x It of the foarfat 
Trembling and quaking in body and mind, he fell 
4 down i in a ſwoon: Relief was at hand for the body, 
but from that time forward, he never found any peace 
or caſe of mind, by continuing in inceſſant torments, 
he proteſted that he was captivated under the reveng- 
ing hand of the great God; that he heard continual- 
BY. ly that fearful ſentence. of Chriſt, that juſt judge, 
that he knew he was utterly undone ; 4hat he could 
neither hope for grace, nor Chriſt's mterceſſion with 
\ God the Father in his behalf. Thus was his fault 
ever heavy on his heart, and his judgment before his 

8 
9 began ſome of bis ſliends to repent, tob late, 
of their raſh counſel; others, not looking. fo high as 
te juſt judgment of God, laid all the blame on his 
melancholy conſtitution: that overſhadowjng his 

judgment, wrought in him a kind of madneſs. E- 
very one cenſured as bis fancy led him; yet for re- 
| medy all agreed in this, To uſe both the help. of 
» phyſicians, and the pious advice oh divines; and 
therefore thought it fit to convey him to Padua, an 
| -Ubiverſity of note, Where * of all manner of 
Ek ,mtans were to be had. 

This they accordingly did, both with his wife, 
chu dren and whole family; others alſo of bis friends | 
EE. accompany him: And being arrived at the hcufe of 
ne James Arden, in St Leornard's pariſh, they ſent. 
bor three eminent phyficians, who upon due obſer- 

& vation of the effects, and of other ſymptoms of his 
EE wiſcaſe, and ſome private conference one with an- 
EE ether amongſt themſelves, returned this anſwer ; That 

# they could not diſcern that his body was afllicted- 
vi. any danger, or diſtemper originally frem itſelf, 
32 bnictaſon of the ovec-ruling of any humour; 1 * that 

$ this bis malady did ariſe from ſome grief or paſſion 
CS of the mind, which being over-burdened, did ſo 8 
1 Nel the Re they wanted tree eres di 


\ 


- 


Stats of Francis Spiras FE, _ 


up many ill-humours, whereof the body of man is 
full; and theſe aſcending ap into the brain, troubled 
the fancy, ſhadowed the ſeat of judgment, and ſa 
corrupted it. This was the ſtate of his diſeaſe, ant 
that outward part that was viſible to the eye of na- 
ture; this they endeavoured to reform by purgation, 
either to conſume, or at leaſt divert the courſe of 
thoſe humours from the brain: But all their kill 
effected nothing; which made Spira ſay, 
« Alas, poor men! how far wide are you? Dq 
&« you think, that this diſeaſe is to be cured by po- 
tions? Believe me, there muſt be another manner- 
« of medicine; it is neither plaiſter, nor drugs that 
© can help a fainting ſoul, caſt down with the ſenſe 
c of fin, and wrath of God; tis only Cbriſt Line 
« mult be the phyſician, and the golpel the ſoul's 
« antidote.” ?“ | 
The phyſicians eaſily believed him; after ba # V 
had underſtood the whole truth of the matter, and 
therefore they withed him to feek ſome Pirituaf 
comtort. - L 
By this time, the fame of this man was ſpread all 
ovef Padua, and the neighbouring country; partly, 
becauſe as the diſeatr, fo the occaſion was particularly | 
remarkable: For this was not done in a corner; 1a” 
as daily there came multitudes of all ſorts to fee him; 
_ ſome out of curioſity, only to ſee and diſcourſe; ſome % 
out of a pious deſire to try all means that might 
reduce him to comfort again; or at le aſt, to benefit 
themſelves by a ſpectacle of miſery, and the juſtice 
of God. Anas theſe Paulus Vergerius, biſhop» 
of Juſtinopolis, and Mathzus Gribauldus, deſerve 
eſpecially to be named, as the moſt principal labour. 
ers for this man's comfort. They find him nos 
about fifty years of age, neither affected with the 
dotage of eld age, nor with the unconſtant bea 
Tong paſſion of mr but in the dent of bis 
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8 , - A Relation of the fearful 
experience and judgment; in a burning heat, calling 
exceſſively for drink, yet his underſtanding active, 
quick of apprehenſion, witty in diſcourſe, above his 
ordinary manner, and judicioufly appoſite. His 
friends laboured with him by all fair means to receive 
= nouriſhment, which be obſtinate]y painſaying, they 
BY forcibly infuſed ſome liquid ſuſtenance into his mouth 
| (moſt of which ke ſpit out again, exceedingly chafing) 
and in this fretting mood of his faid, 
bY x: © As it is true, that all things work for the beſt, 
&« to thoſe that love God, fo to the wicked all are 
& contrary : For whereas a plentiful offspring is the 
« - blefling of God, and his reward, being a ſtay to 
„e the weak eſtate of their aged parents, to me they 

t are a curſe of bitterneſs and vexation; they do 

« ſtrive to make me tire out this; I would ſain be 

« at an end. O that I were gone from hence, that 
„ ſomebody would let out this weary ſoul ? 

His friends ſaluted him, and afked him, what he 
* conceived to be the cauſe of his difeaſe ? At which 
he broke out into a lamentable diſcourſe of the paſ- 
. ſages formerly related, and that with ſuch paſſionate 
©. elocution, as cauſed many to weep, and moſt to 
1 - tremble. They contrarily, to comfort him, pro- 
pounded many examples of God's mercy. 

My fin (faith he] is greater than the mercy of God. 
Nay, {anſwered they) the mercy of God" is above 

all fin; God would have all men to be ſaved. 

0 'Tis true, (quoth he) He would have all that he 
4 hath elected to be ſaved; be would not have 
v damned reprobates to be faved : I arg one of that 

u number, I know it; for I willingly, and againſt 
my knowledge; denied Chriſt, and 1 feel that he 
FE hardeas, and will not ſuffer me to h 
Aſtor ſome ſilence, one aſked him, wherher * did 
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not believe that doctrine to be true, for which be” | 
13 deuſed before the ** Ye wy «I: BRA © 
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* who are ſealed up to wrath. I tell you. I deſetve it 
& other judge?“ 


paſſion of Chri 


you to God with your whole heart, aud he is ready 0 


* 


FS 1 


475d believe it, when I denied it; but x Os! „ ay 


4 ſuch as are elected; but as for me, wretch, they 


ber- e Pronely , Wer f 


« ther believe that, nor the doQtrine of the. Rohe 
« church: I believe nothing, I have no fonh, na'\ 
« truſt, no hope. I am a roprobate, like Cam or 
«- Judas, who oaſting away all hope of merey fell 
« into. deſpair ; and my friends do me great wrong, 
« tht they ſuffer — to go to the Nee ule 
« believers, as I juſtly deſerve;” | 
Here they began ſharply to rebuke him ; equi 
and charging him, that in any wiſe he did not violate» |} 
the mercy of God. To which he anſwered, © The- 
«. mercy of God is exceeding large, and extends to“ 
c all the elect, but not to me, or any like to me, 


% my own conſcience condemns me, what wanne, | 


. Chriſt came ( 
5, And callin 


lay they) ta tak6-awny. ns Rom. l. 
or a book, they read unto him the- 
it, and coming to his nailing to tho. 
creſs, Spira ſaid, This indeed is comfortable tor 


c are nothiug but grief and torment, becauſe Ic] 
«Ktemned-them:” 4 
Thus roaring for grief, and toſſing himſelf. up 0d * 
down the bed as he lay, he intreated them to read 
no more. 
As Gribauldus was als to ſee him, vie 


ſaid to Spira, Dear Sir, here is Dr. Gribauldus, & 


godly and faithful friend of yours, come to tee jou. 


He is welcome, d he, but he ſhall find me ilkz, 


ie is he that hath wk That es often as a. ſinner ſhall 
repent of his Jing be will remember his fin no nur 


— 


Gribauldus replied, Sir, this is but an illuſion of the 'B 
devil, who doth what he can to vex you; but turn 


ſhew you mercy z the Lord you know is full of 


Galen cds! in the e of Peter, that was Chuν,j,, f 
N \ 3 * | q 
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familiar and apoſtle, who denied him thrice, and 
bor all that did not God graciouſly reſpect him in the 
laſt minute of his life? is the Lond's oy now 
ſhortened that it cannot ſave? 
To this Spira anſwered, « If Peter tbh 
4 repented, it was becauſe Chriſt beheld | 
„ merciful eye, and in that he was mae I aha 
e not becauſe he wept, but becauſe God was | 
4 cious to him. But God reſpects not me, Rnd 
therefore I am a reprobate. I feel no comfort 
can enter into my heart; there's only place there 
« for torments and vexings of ſpirit, I tell you my 
BL ** caſe is properly mine own; no man was ever in 
1 * ek condition, ind therefore my ſtate is fear- 
** , 
& Then roaring out in the bitterneſs of his ſpirits 
aid, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
ig God ! The violence of his paſſion, and action 
Witable, did amaze many of the beholders; in ſo 
much as ſome of them ſaid, with whiſpering voices, 
chat he was poſſeſſed. He overhearing it, ſaid, do 
EI you doubt it? I bave a whole legion of devils which 
WE take up their dwelling in me, and poſſeſs me as their 
oon; and juſtly too, for I have denied Chriſt, Did 
Leu it wittingly or not ? ſaid they. That's nothing 
to the purpoſe, (ſaid Spira) Chriſt ſaith, whoſoever 
= denics me before men, him will I deny before my 
WE Father which is in heaven. Chriſt will not be de- 
nied, no not in a word; and therefore it is enough, 
x thou; h in heart I never denied bon. | 
They obſerving his diſtemper aciſe from the ſenſe 
iY and horror of the pains of tell, aſked him, if he | 
thought them worſe pains than what he endured for K 
we preſent ? He ſaid, that he knew there were fir | 
, worſe pains than thoſe he then ſuffered; For the 
wicked full riſe to their Judgment, but they ſhall not 
> Rand in judgment, Plala i. This I tremble io think 
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« of; yet I do deſire nothihg more than that T mighs + 
t 'come to that place where I may be ſure to feel the: 
« worſt, and'to be freed from fear of worſe to come. 
Ay, but you are to conſider (ſaid one) that thoſe 


opinions, for which you were accuſed before the 


State of Francis Spirs. \#8go0 


Ecgate, were impious, and therefore you are not to 


think you denied Chriſt, but rather that you conſeſſed 


him, acknowledging. the infallible truth of the Ca- 


tholic church. Truly, ſaid he, when I did deny 


thoſe opinions, I did think them. to be true, and yet 
1 did deny them. Mobo - "8 


— 


true. Now I cannot (faith he) God will not ſuffer 


me to believe them, nor truſt in his mercy ; what: 


would you have me to do? I would fain attain to 
this power, but cannot, though I ſhould preſently be 


Go now then, ſaid others, and believe that they are 


burned for it. But, why do you (ſaid the other) 2 
eſteem this ſo great a (in, when as the learned Legat 
conſtrained jou to it; which ſurely he would not 


have done if your former opinions be not'erreneous? 


No, good Francis, the devil beſets thee ; let not the | 


grievouſneſs of any ſin (if any ſuch be) amaze thee. | 


You fay right, (ſaid Spira) the devil hath poſſefled 


me, and God hath left me to his power; for I find 1 
can neither believe the goſpel, nor truſt in God's 
mercy; I have ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
God by his immutable decree hath bound me over 


to perpetual puniſhment, without any hopes of par- 
don. It is true, that the greatneſs of fins, not the © 
multitude of them, bind God's mercy; all thoſe | 
kgs that in the former part of my life I have com- 

®% mitted, then did not ſo much trouble me; "for F- 
7. truſted God would not lay them to my charge: nom 
having bnned againſt the Holy Gboſt, God hath 
tzken away from me all power of repentance, and 
brings all my fins to remembrance ; and guilty of 
one, guilty of all. And therefore it is us matte 
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= - fiether-ny, ſins be great or ſmell, Few ot many 3 1 


7 be fuch as Chriſt's blood, nor God's mercy 
. belongs not to me. God will have mercy an whom he 
. 101 hatie mer, and hm He will He Hardeneth. 
Tb it is chet gnaws my heart, he bath/bardened 
"me; and 1 find that he daily more and more 
doth harden me; and thereſorè I am ont of hope 3 I 
tell you there was never ſuch a monſter as IL am; 
mover was any man alive, ſuch a fpectacle of ex- 
eceding miſery. 1 know that juſtification is to be 
expected by Chriſt, and I denied. and abjured it, to 
the end I might keep'this frail life from adverſity, 
and my children -from poverty ; and now behold, 
how bitter this life is to me! and God only knows 
hat ſhall become of this my family; but ſure no 
good is like to betide it; but worſe and worſe, and 


. Spun another: 

But why ſhould you (ſaid Gribauldus) conceit ſo 
j deeply of your ſin, ſeeing you cannot but know, that 
many Sire denied Chriſt, yet never fell into deſpair? 
„% Well, (ſaid he) I can ſee no ground of comfort 
a. for ſuch; neither can I warrant them from God's 


n de in peace; and beſides, there will be a time of 
„ denger come, and they ſhall be thoroughly tried; 
t und if it were not ſo, yet God is juſt in making 
qe an example to others, and J cannot juſtiy 
= i: complain; there is no puniſhment ſo greet but I 

44 have deſerved it, for this ſo hainous oftence : J 
A alſure you, it is no ſmall matter to deny Chriſt, 
und yet it is more ordinary than commonly men 


_” do eoueeive of; it 1s not a denial made before a 
ate, as it is with me; for-as oft as a Chrif- -E 


At m 
4 tian doth diſſemble the known truth, as often as 


4 be approves of falſe worſhip, by preſenting himſelf ' 
A at it; ſo often as he * . W of his 


ſuch a ruin at length, as one ſtone ſhall not be left 


'«« ;reveriging hand, or that he will yet ſuffer ſuch to | 
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5 We ou, Sits ; 
wed 12 often be denies Chriſt. Thus l 

therefore am juſtly puniſhed for i. 
* eur eſtate ( Gribauldus) is not ſo fringe 
. Job was fo fat gone, that he com- 
ed God had ſet him as a — againſt him ; nd 
| thait was a man after own! heart, com- 
often'that God had forſaken bim, and was 
is enemy; yet both received comfort again. 

Comfort yourſelf therefore, God will ny at 

gh *. 5 he ſeem afar off. 

— (anſwered Spita) I believe all chie ; the 
devils believe Far tremble, but David was ever elected, 
and dearly beloved bf God, and though be fell, yet 
God took not utterly away his Holy Spirit, 
© therefore was heard when he prayed, Fa fakes 
thy holy Spirit from me! But Tam in another G ale, 
being ever accurſed from the preſcrice of God: 5 
ther van L pray as he did, becauſe his Holy Spirit *Y 
2 gone, os cannot be tecalled, and tercore 7 

ow I thall live in continual hardneſs, ſo long as 1 
live. Ob! that I might feel but the leaſt ſenſe of 
the love of God to me, though but for one ſmall © 
moment, as I now feel his heavy wrath, that burns 
like torments of bell within me, at afflicts my 
conſcience with pangs unutterable. Verily deſpera- 
| tion is hell itſelf! | 
Here Gribauldus ſaid, I do verily believe, Spira, 
that God having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you in this life, 
$ correQeth you in mercy here, chat he may ſpare you 
# hereafter, and that he hath mercy ſealed up for you | 
1 in time to com. 3 
Nay, ſaid 'Spira, . do I know that I am a 
; abies, becauſe he affliteth me with hardneſs of 
Heart: O that my body had ſuffered all my life long, 
ſo that he vous be Sleated to releaſe. my "foul, and 
eat _ ſeiende, this burdened conſcience! 
35 nidus being mo" to caſo his mind from u & 
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hs. meditation of his ſins; as alſo. td ſound 


10w for the preſent he ſtood affected. to the Romiſh | 


+; ho aſked him what he thought A een of the 1 


uls of men, ſo ſoon as they de rte tof e 1 
To which he anſwered ; 1 * P 1 795 I 
Although this be not ſo fully K in ſeriptare, 
yet I verily beljeve that the Touls of the elect go 
preſently to the xingdom of glory, and not that they 
Meep in the body, as ſome do imagine. 
Very well, (ſaid one of the ſpect: pectators) why do the 
Scriptures then ſay, 1 Sam, v. 9. that God brings 
down to hell, and raiſeth up, ſeeing it cannot be 
meant of the ſtate of the ſoul after death, which as 
thou ſayeſt, either goeth to heaven without change, 
or to hell without redemption, it muſt be underſtood 
8 Ahe ſtate of the ſoul in this Jiſe, like that, wherein 


ou art at this preſent ; aud oftentimes we ſee that 
od ſuffers wen to fall into the j jaws of deſpair, and 
v3 et raiſeth ther, up again; and therefore dcipair not, 
ut hope; it ſhall be even thus with thee, in bis 
good time. | 
This is the work, (quoth Spira) this is the labour! 
vor I tell you, when | at Venice did firſt abjure my 
rofeſſron, and fo, as it were, drew-an indenture, the 
- hiv of God otter admoniſbed me, and when; at 
Citadella. 1 did, as it were, fey my ſeal, the Spirit of 


| | | God often tuggeſted to me, Do not write, Mira! 


Do not ſeal! ' Yer refiſted | the Ho) y Ghott, and did 
Þoth } and at that very preſent, 1 did evideatly teel a 
Wound in my very will; fo a:tbough 1 can fay, 1 
would-believe, yet I cannot fay, I will believe God 
path denied me zbe power, of will, and it befalls we 


5 ia, this niy ſtate, as one that is faſt in Iron, and his 


friends coming to ſee him do pity his Rate, and pet- 
ſuade him to ſhake off his fetters, and come out of 
2 bonds, which, God knows, he would tain do, bur 


Cyngor. | This is my. * cale; you peru; 5 to. 
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4 belt liere, "how lain would 1 do i it, but cannot. . . 
EZ nowtegnnot! „ 
ben violently graſping his 1084. together, an. 
raiſing himſelf up, 
-. Bebotd, {faith he) I am ſtrong, yet by little and 
Iitile 1 deeay and conſume ; z and my ſervants — 
fad preſerve this Wear life, but at length Jan 
of Cod muſt bz done, and J ſnall periih Wiler by, 
as 1 dcſcrve, ejoice, ye righteous, in the Lor 
| bieſeVare you whoſe hearts the Lord bath mollified. 
* / Then after ſome pauſe, he went on, I earneſtly 
ackire to pray to God with my heart, yer I cannot; 
I ſee my damnation, and 1 know my remedy.is only 
in Chriſt; yet } cannot ſet myſelf to take hold on it. 
Such are the puniſhments of the damned, they re- 
pent of the toſs of heaven, they cannot mend their 
* , wa 
t, 4 Ae! he was thus ſpeaking, he obſerved djvers cles 
30 5 chat came about him, and lighted on him; Beba, 
FF faid he, nw olfo Beelzebub comes to hit banquet , you 
pi © fall ſhortly ſee my end, and in me, an apl. te many | 
y } of the eee and judgment of God 
ie \ About this time came in two biſhops (wich n 
x 1 scholars of the univerſity) one of them Paulus Ver- 

gerius, having obſerved Spira more than any other, 
7 | being continually converſant with bim, told him, 

| 
8 


That his ſtate was ſuch, as rather ſtood in need of 
prayer than advice; and tberefore deſired tim ds 
pftay with him in the Lord's prayer: Spira ds, 
d © ed, and her began. | 
e [I [Our Father which art in heaven. 17 5 
S ö Then“ breaking forth into tears, he fopped; but . 
» | they Leid, It is-well, your. grief is a good ſign.— 
f 15 4 bewail (ſaid he) my miſcry, for I perceive, I am 
t „ , farfaken of God, aud cannot call to him from my 
9 1 Hearts as I was wout to do.—— 

3-4 Tet let us go on, . Vergerius. 
l 0 2 
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tears trickling down abundantly, and expreſſin ng ſuch 
affection and paſſion, as turned the bowels 0: 
Wt there preſent with grief and compunction. 


| 1 utterly. 


help me, Lord, chat 1 may eſcape; the enemy hath 


F 4 Rein i. fh 


ITh kingdom come] „ 
8 Lord, faid Spira, bring. me alfo 3 into Shi Ling- | 
tom; 31 beſeech thee ſhut me not out. 
[Give ws this day our daily bread] *' © ** 
O Lord, added he, I bao enough, and Wunde g 
to feed this carcaſe of mine, but there is another 
bread; I bumbly beg the bread of thy | grace, with- | 
out which, I know, I am but a dend man. 
[Lead us not into temptation.I 6; 
Seeing, Lord, that 1 am brongbt inte Kap uten; 


overcome, help me, I, beſeech thee, to overcome 
this cruel tyrant. _ 
Theſe things he ſpake withs nai voice, the 


thoſe 
They then turning ts Spira, faid, You know that 


e call Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, but by the Holy |: 
hoſt; you muſt therefore think of — ace | 


ar. wording to that ſoft affection, whieh you expreſs in 


your prayers; infering thereby, that God hath not 
wholly caſt you off, or bereaved, yan. of his Spirit 


1 perceive (ſaid Spira) that I call td him to my 


eternal damnation ; for I tell you again, it is a new | 
and umheard of example, that you find in me. 


If Judas, ſaid they, had but dut-lived bis days, 


$7 which by nature he might have done, he migbt 


have 1 and Chriſt would have received him 


to mercy, and yet he ſinned moſt grievoully againſt 


Þis Maſter, which did ſo eſteem bim, as to honour 
him with the dignity of an apoſtles anc. did maintain 
and feed him. 


He answered, Chriſt did allo feed and kanofis me, ; - 


8 yet is my fault one jot leſs than that of his, 


| te x is no more Webers to oe W 82 7 
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a mere impoſtor, and will caſt a thouſand 1 


. « cee torments me; and now * ö 


State of Francis Spire. + | 9 
ſent with Chriſt in the fleſh, than to be in his pre. e- 
ſence by the illumination of bis "holy. Spirit. Be- 
sides, I deny that ever Judas could have tepented 
how long ſoever he had lived; for grace was quite | 
+ taken, from him, as it is now with nie: 1 
O Spira, ſaid they, you know you are in a ſpiritual 
delertion, ou muſt therefore not believe what Satan 
ſuggeſts ; fe was ever a liar from the beginning, and 
ying 
fancies into your mind, to beguile you withal z you 
muſt rather believe thoſe whom you judge to be in 
a good ſtate, and more able to diſcern of you than 
yourſelf : believe us, and we tell you, that God will 
be merciful unto you. | 
„There is the knot, (aid Spira) would I could | 
. believe, but I cannot.” 

Then he began to reckon up p what fearful dreams 
and viſions he was continually troubled withal ; that 
he ſaw the devils come flocking. into the chamber 1 
and about his bed, terrifying him with ſtrange noiſes; 


that thoſe were not fancies, but that he knew.them 


as rrally as the ſtanders by. And that beſides: theſe 
outward terrors, he felt continually a racking tor - 
ture in his mind, and a cominual butchery of his 
conſcience, being the very proper pangs of the 
damned wights in hell. 
Caſt away theſe fancjes, (faid Gribauldus) theſe 
are but illuſions, bumble yourſelf in the preſence of 
God, and praiſe him. x 
The dead praiſe not the Lord, (anſwered he) 
et nor they that go down to the pit. We that are 
tt drowned in deſpair, are dead, and amd} gone 
„ down into cke pit: what bell can be worſe thats 
i deſperation, or what greater puniſhment ? The 


[ 


<> « Fi wing worm, unquenchable lire, horror, con 
| 1 


ſion, and (which is worſe than all) deſperation 


"49! 
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„ 4 Relation, of the gal E 
| my preſent Rate worſe than if my ſoul, ſeparatell 
from my body, were with Judas, and the reſt of 
e the! damned, and therefore. now. gene ou to 
be there, than to live in the body.” ! 
Ode being preſent, repeated certain wands. of the 
1 Plalms, 1 wa Ao dren forſake the Jaw, and. walk ner 
. in my judgments, I will vifit their tranſgreſſions with 
wd, and their zige uy ripes-2 nevertbeleſs my 
: Joumg We, Lvuill not 12250 Dads fea them, > 
| Afr my faithfulneſs to fail. la this, this, O Spira, 
= My tovenarit I will net break. 
& Theſe promiſes (ſaid Spira) belong only to the 
"3 ele, which if tempted, may fall into fin, but are 
\ again lifted up, and recovered out, as the prophet 
- faith; Though he 1, be ſhall not be utterly caſt dotun: 
er the Lord upholdeth him : therefore Peter could 
- rife, for he was 8 but the reprobates when 
they fall, cannot riſe again, as appears in Cain, Saul 
00 udas. God deals one way with the dQ, and 
+ Foot er with the reprobate. | 
\- The next day he prayed with them in the Latin 
1 tongue, an and that with excellent affection, as out- 
1? 11 . San appeared. Bleſſed be God, (ſaid Vergerius) 
1 © theſe are no ſigns of eternal re robation, you muſt 
not, O Spira, ſeek out the ſeeelt counſels of God's 
: . election and reprobation; for no man can know, ſo 
# long as he lives, whether by his good or bad deeds, 
he be worthy of God's love or anger. Do you fot 
E know, that the prophet David complained that ws 
How caſt off his ſoul? 
| f e I know this, quoth Spira, Tknow t the mercies 
of God are infinite, and do ſurpaſs the fins of the 
FF. © whole world, and that they are effectual to all that 
believe; but this faith, and this hope is the gift 
ef God; O that be would give it me But it is 
|. ** a4 impoſiible, as to drink up the ſex ata draught: 
'1 sor chat of n if he had ever . 


VJou that are in a good ſtate, tHink repentance and 


„ hardened, 1 cannot believe; many are called, but 4 


ſo ill an opinion of yourſelf ? 


„ by creation, but by regeneration; I knew him by 


and that I once did knew the truth, though it may 


batch threatened to tear in pieces- 92} v8 


7 pe. 
. 
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</zyhich'T feel by woful experience, he would never |: 
& have ſpoken as he did; but the truth i ie, never 
« had mortal man ſuch an evident experience f 
« God's anger and hatred againſt him as I have. i 
31 
« 


— faith to be a work of great facility; and therefore 

ou think it an eaſy matter to perſuade men to it, 
46. 4 belerez the whole need not the phyſician; and 1 
« he that is well, ean ſoon give counſel to ſuch 2 
« are ill; but this -is the heil to me; my heart is 


— oo 


* few are-choſen,” 4 
Upon what ground (ſaid they) do you conceive 12 


J once did know God to be my Father, not only 


« his beloved Son, the Author and Finiſher of our 
«. falyation ; I could pray to him aud hope for par- 
don of fin from him, I had a taſte of his ſweetneſs, 1 
« peace and comfort; now contratily, I know God 
1 *=not as a Father, but as an enemy: what more? 
y heart hates God, and ſecks to get above him. 1 | 
. cd nothing elſe to fy to but to terror and deſpair,” ' * 
Belike you think then, (ſaid they) that thoſe that 
have the earneſt and firſt fruits of God's Spirit, my Md 
notwithftanding fall away? 7 
The hens of God are adeep abyſs, ſaid he, 4 
« Se are ſpon drowned if we enter into them; be 
© that thinketh he ſtandetb, let him take heed left | 7 
Sf he fall ; as for myſelf, I know I am fallen back; q 


Say not ſo, anſwered they, for God may come; | l 
tho! at the N keep bold thureßere nt ans | 


ic be not ſo thoroughly; I know not what to ſay, 
te but that I am one-of .that number which God | 
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92 of Relation of the fearful 
„ This, quoth he, is my caſe; I tell you, I cannot; 
% God hath deprived me of hope; this brings terror 
©. to my mind, and pines this body which now is 
e ſo weak ; as it cannot perſorm the ſeveral offices 
* thereof : for as the elect have the Spirit teſtify- 
ing that. they are the ſons of God; fo the repro- 
"| © dates, even while they do live, do often feel a 
u worm in their conſcience, whereby they are con- 
| « gemned already: and therefore as I perceived this 
\ | ©. wound inflitcd on my mind and will, I knew 
that I wanted the gifts of ſaving grape, and that 
I was utterly undone. + God chaſteneth his chil- 
„ dren with temporary afſſictions, that they may 
(come as gold out of the fire; but puniſheth the 
« wicked with blindneſs in their underſtandings, 
„„ and hardneſs of heart, and wo be to fuch, from 
„ whom God takes his holy Spirit.” 2 "4914 
Here one rebuked him, and told him, he gave too 
much credit to ſenſe, that he was not to believe him- | 
ſelf, but rather him that was in good eſtate, and 1 
£1 teſtify unto you ſaid he) that God will be merciſul 
to you. 3% Me ab 
e Nay, anſwered he, again, becauſe T am in this 
bill ſtate, therefote can I believe nothing but what 
| © is contrary to my ſalvation and comfort; but you 
0 that are ſo ſoon confident of your good eſtate, 
4 -Jook that it be true, for it is no ſuch ſmall matter 
4 to be aſſured of fGncerity. A man need be ex- 
1 © ceeding ſtrongly grounded in the truth, before he 
4 can be able to affirm ſuch a matter as ye now do; 
"4 ® tis not the performance of a few formal duties, 
* but a mighty conftant labour, with all intention 
4 of heart and affection, with full deſire and endea- 
4 vour continually, to ſet forth God's glory, there 
„ muſt be neither fear of legators, inquiſitors, pri- 


\ 


* 


, 


2 


\ loth ro diſcourſe z at which time there came in alſo: 


if be knew him or not ? He lifting up his eye-Hds, 


ae bringing with him a book of exorciſms, t. 


with a ſtrange and uncouth geſture, and with a Hound 1 
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* {clves happ are not; it is not every one 1 
that faith, 7541 Lord, that ſhall go to heaven 
© 'They came in mother day, and found him with: 
his eyes that, as if he had Ren drowſy, and very 


a graye man from Citadella, who demanded of Spira, | 


and not ſuddenly remembering him, the man ſaid to 
him, am Prefbyter, Antonio Fontaufie ; 1 was with — 
at Venice, ſome eight weeks ſince. O curſed 4 
« {aid Spira; Ob curſed.day! O that I had 2 - i 
6 gone thither | Would to God I had then died F 
Aſterwards eame in a prieſt called Bernardus Sat« |; 


conjure this devil; whom, when Spira ſaw, — bs, 
his head, ſaid; x 

4 I am verily perſuaded, indeed, that God bach bs 
i left me to the: power of the devil: but ſueh they" ©. 
<< are, as ate not to be found in your litany 3 neither 
&- will they be caſt out by fpells.” 4 

The prieſt proceeding in his intended purpoſe,” *; 


voice, adjured the ſpirit to come in Spira's tongue, 
and to anſwer; Spira deriding bis fruitleſs inboury | 
with a ſigh turned from him. * 

A biſhop being there preſent, ſaid to Spira; bro- f 
ther, God hath put virtue into the word and facra- 
ments, and we have uſed the one, means, and we 
find not that effect which we defire; ſhall we try the 
efficacy of the ſacraments? Surely if you take it aa 
a pute Ghciſtian. ought to receive the body and blood , | 
of Chriſt 5 will weve a ſovereign. medicine. for 4 

dur ſick ſou * 

This 1 eee do, (anſwered he) for thoſe that have 

to the promiſes, have no right to the ſeals. } 

ne right to the was appointed only for believers; if ' | 
we have no faith, we cat and drink judgment to our 


„„ Atty th far: 
ſelves. I received it about a monch ſince; but Tdid | 
not well in ſo doing, for I took it by conſtraint; 
_ and ſol took it to my deeper condemnation. 
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Here Vergerius began to importune him garneſtly 
to beware that he did not wilfully reſiſt grace, and: 
t himſelf out of heaven, charging him vchement- 
Y, by all the love that was between them, by the 
love that he bare to his children, yea, to his own 
ſoul, that he would ſet himſelf ſeriouſly to return to 
that faith and hope which once he had ip the death 
of Chriſt, with many ſuch like words; Spira having 


| Heard much of the like matter formerly, and being 


ſome what moved, ſaid, You do but repeat, Verge- 
rius, what ſhould 1 hope? Why ſhould I believe? 


| E God bath taken faith from me, ſhew me then whi- 
cher 1 ſhall go; ſhew me a heaven whereto 1 ſhall re- 


tire. You tell me of God's mercy, when as God hath 
caſt me off. You tell me of Chriſt's interceſſion, I 
Have denied him. You command me to believe, I 
ſay, I cannot; you bring me no comfort: your cem- 


l | | mind is as 8 for me to obey, is to keep the 
F moral law. 1 


you ſhould perſuade one to love Ged 
with all his heart, ſoul, and ſtrength, and CH gms 
oth. 


him no power, can he perform your deſire? 


not the church teach us to ſing, Direct us, O Lord, to 


beep thy commandments ? Hypocrites ſay, they. love 
God with all their hearts, but they lie ; for my part, 


I will not lie, but tell you plainly, ſuch is my caſe, 


that tho* you ſhould never ſo much importune me 
to hope ort believe, though I defire it, yet I cannot. 


For God, as à puniſhment of my wickedneſs, hath 
taken away from me all his ſaving graces, as faith, 


hope, and all. I am not the man therefore that you 
take me for. Belike you think I delight in this Rate; 

if J could bat conceive the leaſt ſpark of hope of a 
better ſtate hercafter, I would not refuſe to endure 


| the moſt heavy weight of the wrath of that great. 
1 | | | 4 


| 
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Gaar 1 Frangi Were, „ 
yra, for twenty thouſand years, ſo that I mi 


gth attain to 1 end of that miſery, hic 
now kr to tbe eternal. —But I tell you, my will 


is wounded.: Who longs more to believe than Ido 


Bat all the ground work of hope is gone For, 
if the teſtimonies of the holy ſeriptures be true (ad 
they are certainly true). is not this as true, 1 
Geniey me before men, him (ſays Chriſt) will, I 3 bes 


fore. my Father aubich is in heaven © | 


Is not this juſtly, my: caſe, (continued Nr. a8 if ie 


had been intended againſt thiz very perſon of mine 


—And I pray you, what ſhall. become. of fuch as 
Chriſt generk, ſeeing there is no other name under 
Heaven wh: ereb you look to be ſaved ?- 
What ſaith St. Paul to the Hebrews ?—[ 5s im" | 
Paſſible for thoſe who orice were enlightened, and have 


55 FA the heavenly gifts, and were partakers of the 
oly Get, if they Fol away, to be renewed to repent- 


ance. What can be more plain againſt me? Is not 


that ſcripture alſo, 1f «ve ſin wilfully after wwe have re- 


ceived the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
facrifice for fin, but a looking Vor ＋ judgment. The 4 


Scriprure ſpeaks of me; St. Peter tells me, It had 
been better 1 had never known the 282 of righteouſneſs, 
than after I bad known it, to turn from the holy com» 
mandment. It bad been better I had not known, and 
= then my condemhation had been moſt certain. 
o you not ſre evidently that I have wilfully denied 


the net truth? 1 may juft| 9 xpect, not only damn- 


ation, but v-orſe, if worſc may be imagined. God 
will have me und-rgo the juſt puniſhment of my ſin, 
undd make an example of his wrath for your ſakes, 
The company preſ-nt admired his diſcourſe, fo 
gitvouſly accuſing bim elf of his fore-paſt life; fo 
ravely and wiſely debating, concerning the judge» 


ments of God, that they then were convinced, that it 


was Bot frenzy, or madueſs, that had poſleſed him 


„ Take beed to yourſelves, it wel light or 


„ 


„ 
j 
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and being as i it were, in admiration of his _ 
- proceeded agai in in this manner. 


et matter to be a Chriſtian; it is not m, or 
& reading of the ſcriptures, or boaſting of faith in 
2 Chriſt, although even theſe are good, that can 

prove one to be an abſolute Chriſtian. You know 
. what I {aid before, there muſt be a conformity in 
« life. A Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, unconquerable, 
: not carrying an gbſcure profeſſion, but refolute, 

te expreſſing the image of Chriſt, and holding out 

* againſt all oppoſitions to the laſt breath, he muſt 
e give all diligence, by righteouſneſs and holineſs, 


1 to make his calling and election ſure. Many they 
. are that ſnatch at the promiſes in the goſpel, as if 


«they undoubtedly did belong to them, and yet 


2 remain ſluggiſh and careleſs, and being flattered by 


the things of this preſent world, they paſs on their 
« courſe in quietnefs and ſeeurity, as if they were 
« the only happy men, whom nevertheleſs the Lord 


in his providence bath ordained to eternal wrath, 


*c ag you may ſee in St. Luke's rich man. Thus it 
80 was with me, therefore take heed.” 

Then came 01+ of his nephews; and offered bim 
ſome ſuſtenance, which he dridainfully re ſuſi ing, fo 
moved the young man's cholet, that he charged im 


© with hypocriſy and diſſimulation, or frenzy, to whom 


Spira gravely anſwered and ſaid, © You may inter- 
4 pret the matter as you will, but I am fure, I am 
* not only the actor, but the argument and matter 
« of the tragedy. I would it were frenzy either 
« feigned or true; for if it were feigned, I could 
« then put it off at pleaſure, if it were a real frenzy, 
* yet there was ſome hope of God s mercy, whereas 


5 * now there is none; for I know: God has pronoun+ 


& 'ced me an enemy, and guilty-of high treafon a 


ann amg 
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1. his wrath, yet dafe you call it diſembling and - '\ 
« frenzy ? And can you mock at the formidable - 
«example of the hgavy wrath of God, that _ 
et teach you fear af terror ? But it is natural for the 
s feſh, either out of malice or ignorance, to ſpeak 
ſely of the works of God. The natural 
4 — diſcctneth not the things that be of God, be- 
« cauſe they are ſpirituall 1 wo 47 
Ho can it be (faid Gribauldus) that you can thus 
[titty diſcourſe of the judgment of God, and of 
the graces of bis holy Spirit! What! you find the 
want of them, and earneſtly deſire them, and yet you x 
| err op ou are utterly deprived of them ! e 
« Hake this for certain, (ſaid he) I want the main | 
er. of all, and that which is abſolutely neceflary; : 
« 2nd God doth many times extort molt true and 1 
40 ſtrange teſtimonies of his Majeſty's juſtice and / I 
„ mercy, yea out of the mouths of mere reprobatess 
„ for even Judas, after he had betrayed his Maſter, | 
+ «. was conſtrained to confeſs his fin, and to juſtify the * 
innocency of Chriſt ; and therefore if I do the like, 
4 it is no new or ſtrange matter. God hath taken 
s faith from me, and left- other common gifts, for 
« my deeper condemnation. By how much the 
«more I remember what [ had, and hear: others dif 
< courſe of what they have, by ſo much the more is 
ac my torment, in that I know what I want, and 
„ know there is no way to be relieved!” | 
Thus ſpake he, the tears all the while trickling 7 
town, profeſſing that his pangs grere ſuch, as that tie 
damned wights in hell endure. not the like miſery; 
'that his ftate was worſe than that of Cain, or Judaz, 5 
and therefore he deſired to die. f 
„ Yet behold (ſaid he) the ſcriptures are accom- 
1 pliſhed in me, They ſhall defire to die, and Gcath | 
2 Mall fly from them“ 
— 20 * he ſeemed — to fear eaſt bis 
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y | : A. Relation of the fearful 
life ſhon!d be drawn out yet longer, finding no eaſe | 
* reſt, ever and anos crying out, O miſerable wretch! | 


iſerable wretch! Then curing to the com . | 
| he beſoug ht them in this mand 585 9 


O brethren ! take a diligentcheed to your life.; N 
nr make more account of the gift of God's Spirit than 
4 1 have done. Learn to bewail my miſery : think 


| 6 ndt you are aſſured Chriſtians, becauſe you under- 


.«« ftand ſomething of the goſpel; take heed: you 
grow not ſecure on that ground; be conſtant and | 
& unmoveable in the maintenance of your profeſſion; 
« confeſs even till death, if you be called therets ; | 


4 he that loveth father and mother, brothers, ſiſters, 


s ſons, daughters, kindred, houſes or lands, more 
8 than Chrilt, is not worthy of him, \ y 
"Theſe words (ſaid they) do 3 ſound like the 5 
worde of a wicked reprobate. . 
A1 do but here imitate(faid Spira) the rich glutton 
4 in the goſpel, who, tho' in hell, was careful that 
4 his brethren ſhould not come to the place of tor- 


5 40 ment. And I ſay to you, Lrethren, take heed of 
this miſerable eſtate wherein I am.” 


Then turning, himſelt to certain young men that 


Fs were preſent, he defired them to conceive him aright. 


1 do not ſpeak this, (ſaid he) to derogate from che 


| 4 certainty of \ ſaving faith, and the promiſes of the 


46 goſpel, for they are moſt ſure; but take heed of 
« relying on that faith that works not a holy and 
4 unblameable life, worthy of a believer. Credit me, 
*« it will fail; IJ have tried; I preſumed I had gotten 
the right faith, ] preached i it to others; I had all 


Wh < places in feripture in memory, chat migbt ſupport 


it; I thought myſelf ſure, and in the. mean time 
4 living impiouſly and careleſsly, and behold now the 


4 judgment of God hath overtaken me, not to cor- 


f frection, but to condemnation—Aiſd pow. you 
* would hover me to bell licve, but it Wal nat Be: for 


State of Francis ga 2 


"KS feel too late, that good things belong Es. to uch 
| « as are good, whoſe fins are covered with hacks 


« death and blood as with a veil, and guarded with 
«© his righteous merits, from the flood of God's, 

© wrath, even as-with a mighty wall, left miſerable/ 
« mortals ſhould be {wallowed up with the greatneſs” 


« of their ſins. But as for me, I have as it were, — 


« wilfully with my hands pulled down the ramparts, 
behind which I might have reſted in ſafety. 


uo are the ſwelling waters come even to my ſoul, 


« and I am caſt away!“ 
One of his familiar friends chanced to ſay, that 


being overheard, Spira ariſwered, 


% Well, b&it * (replied he) ſeeing you will needs 3 


« have it ſo. Thus alſo is God's wrath manifeſted 
«againſt me, in that he hath taken from me the uſe 
«'of my underftanding and reaſon, ſo as I can neither 


« rightly efteem and judge of my diſtemper, nor hope, # 


« of remedy. | You fee, brethren, what a dangerous 4 
« thing it is, to ſtop or ſtay in things that concern | 


God's glory; eſpecially to diſſemble updn any 
« terms. What a fearful thing is it to be hear, and 
« almoſt a Chriſtian ? Never was the like example to 
« this of mine; and therefore if you be wiſe, To! 
& will ſeriouſly conſider thereof. O that God would 
« let looſe his hand from me, that it were with me 


now, as in time paſt! I would ſcorn all threats of 
i the moſt cruel tyrants, bear torments with invin- 4 
- 6 cible reſolution, glory in the outward profe(bon of 


“ Chriſt, till I were choaked in the flames, and "yr; 
« body conſumed to aſhes.“ 


You ſay you are deſperate, O Spira, (ſaid hey? 
why then do you not ſtrive with ſome weapon or 


other, violently to make an end of your life, as deipes;. 
rate men uſe to do ? 


” ION me have a ſword, =_ * * . 


"a 


. certainly he was overcome with melancholy; ; which | ' 


100 A Relation of the fearful gin 
Why, what would you dowith it? (quoth they). 
I cannot tell you (ſaid he) what this mind would 
move me to upon occaſion, nor what 1 would do. 
They perceiving ſmall effects of all this their la- 
bour, but rather that he grew worſe ; for the avoiding 
of a concourſe of people (for every day ſeldom fewer 
than twenty continued with him) and to ſtop the 
courſe of fame, which was continually blown abroad 
of bim, they conſulted to carry him back again into 
his own country; and thoſe of his friends that came 
to comfort him, began to take their laſt leave of him. 
ST Vergerius, among the reſt, required, That at their 
8-7 * parting, they might pray together with him. Spira 
L& -onſented hardly, and as unwillingly performed. 
% For, (ſaid he) my heart is eſtranged from God; 
I cannot call him Father from my heart; all good 
'3- © motions are quite gone; my heart is full of male- 
| .** diction, hatred, and — — againſt God; I find 
Il grow more and more hardened in heart, and can- 
not ſtop myſelf: Your prayers for me ſhall turn to 
BELT. © your own profit, they cannot do me any good.” 
Vergerius then came to take his leave of him; 
whom Spira embracing, ſaid; W 
Although I know that notbing can bring any 
| & benefit to me a reprobate ; but that every thing 
bal tend to my deeper condemnation 5 yet I give 
6” © you moſt hearty thanks for your kind offices of love 
and good will ; and the Lord return it unto you, 
with a plentiful increaſe of all goed.” a a 4 


| 


.- The next day being brought down to his intended 


| f journey, by the way, looking round about bim, with 
WE 2 ghaſtly look, he ſaw a knife, lying on a table, to 
BF which be running haſtily, ſnatched hold of it, as in - 
BE tending to miſchief himſelf; but his friends laying 
EE hold of him, ſtopped him in his purpolc.—Wheres. 
WE upon, with indignation, he ſaid, /wauld I were above 
., for I know he will bave ng mercy on me. | 


' 
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| - an extraordinary example of the juſtice and power off 


burning, neither defiring, nor receiving any ing 


. torment, yet his own tormentor. - And thus con- 


State Francis dps. 101 
Thus went he home warde often ſaying, That he 
envied the condition of Cain and Judas: He lay 2— 
bout eight weeks in this condition, in a continual 


but by force, and that without - digeſtion, ſo ſpent, 
that he appeared a perfect anatomy, expreſling to the 
view nothing but finews and bones; vehemently rag- 
ing for drink; ever pining, yet fearful to living long; 
dreadful of hell, yet coveting death, in a continual 5 


ſuming himſelf with grief and horror, impatience/y 
and deſpair, like a living man in hell, he repreſented: 


1 


God. 3 
Aud thus (as far as appeareth) within a few Jaye 
after his arrival at his own home, he departed this 
preſent life. Yet this is an occaſion to make us re- 
member, That ſecret things belong unto the Lord 


our God, but in charity to man, to teach him to hope 


all things. | „ 


For a concluſion, as F would not break any bruiſed 
reed, nor be altogether a Boanerges, thundering and 
lightening out of judgments, but be alſo a Barnabas, 
a ſon of. cohſelation, and pour balm. of Gilead into 
thoſe wounded ſpirits, who out of human frailty, and 
Satan's ſuggeſtions, and the world's temptationss. 
may too far eomply againſt the dictates of their. own. 2 
conſciences, and for the -ſame, may happen tobe 
ſmitten with the terrors of the Lord. I ſhall here 
add one eminent example of a great light of the 
church that fell in that kind, and was brought to the 
very brink of deſpair, and yet by God's grace e 


pented, and was happily reſtored. But let net the 
reader think a ſlight or ſuperficial repentance would 


ſerve the turn; you ſhall ſoon pefceive by the vehe- 


mende of his expreſſions, procecding from a hear 
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o - _ Drigen's Lamentati m. 
al offer in . agonies ; what ſoul edn- 
'& wulfionsbe had I before he could wee ay 


A. of comfort... 
3 caſe is that of ORIGEN, 2 perſon far Rn. 
| ing, zeal, and-other gifts, as famous as any in the 
primitive church, after the apoſtles days. In the 
reign of Decius, for the doctrine of Chriſt, he un- 
derwent bands, and torments in his body, racking, 
and bars of iron, dungeons; beſides ſeveral threats of 
death and burning, &c. At length hearing that ſome 
Chriftians were carried to an idol temple, to force 
them to. ſacriftce, he out of his zeal, ran thither to 
encourage and diſſuade them from it: when his ad- 
verſaries ſaw bim, they let go the other, and laid 
bol. upon him, putting him to his choice, whether 
2 would offer incenſe to the idol, or have his 
body defiled with a foul and ugly blackmoor. He 
+ Ehyoſes to offer incenſe. Then did they preſently 
t incenſe into his trembling hands, and whilit 
5 demured upon it, they took his hands, and cauſed 
bim to throw it into the fire, and thereupon preſent- 
y cried out, Origen hath ſacrificed ! Origen hath ſa- 
Po erificed! After this fact he was excommunicated by . 
che church, and being filled with ſhame and forrow, 
be left Alexandria, and came to Jeruſalem, where 
8 He was even conſtrained by i importunity to preach to 
- them. He took his Bible, opened it, and the firſt ' 
HH place he caſt his eye upon, was this ſcripture, Unto 
© #be wicked Cod ſaith, Why deſt thou preach my law, 
und take my covenant into thy mouth? Pſal. I. 16. 
When he read theſe words, he ſat down and 
hurſt out into abundance of tears, the whole con- 
6 weeping with him alſo, ſo that he- was 
ot able to fay any more unto. them. After this 
he wandered up and down in great grief and tor- 
-ment of conſcience, and wrote the en lamen- 
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IN the bitterneſs of grief of mind, I go about te 


luted with-iniquity.—O ye ſaints and bleſſed of God, 


A miniſter to be found wallowing in impiety! A © 


— PW WW YT O_o VO” - 


of all.— But who will miniſter moiſture to my head 


fact of God Almighty, There is no ſorrow . 
- Pagable to m ſorrow ; there is no afliction ht 


Mm. 


"__ 
W 


ſpeak unto them, wha, ſhall bereaſter read this 
confuſed writing. But how can I ſpeak, when mee 
tongue is tied up, and my lips dare not once more 
wag ? My tongue doth not his office; my throat is 
dried up, and all my ſenſes and inſtruments are pol- 


with waterifh eyes, and wet cheeks ſoaked in dolour 
and pain, I beſeech you to fall down before the ſeat 

of Almighty God, for me, miſerable ſinner, who bỹ 
reaſon of my ſins, dare not crave ought at the hands 
of God. Woe is me, becauſe of the ſorrow of my 
heart. Woe is me, my mother, that ever thou 
broughteſt me forth. A righieous man to be con- 
verſant-in unrightevuſneſs! An heir of the kingdom 


of God to be an inheritor of the kingdom of Satan! 


man beautified with honour and digvity, to be in the 
end blemiſhed with'ſhame and ignominy.— A lofty 
turret ye* ſuddenly thrown to the ground! A burn- 
ing light, yet forthwith darkened! A fruitful trec, 
yet quickly withered ! A running fountain, yet by 1 
and by dried up! Woe is me, chat ever I was decked'* 

with gifts and graces, and now ſeen pitifully 1 


And who will give ſtreams of tears unto my eyes, 
that I may bewail myſeif in this my ſorrowful plight? 
Alas! O my minifiry, how ſhall 1 lament thee ? Oh 
all ye my friends, tender my cafe, and pity my per- 
ſon, that am ſo dangerouſly wounded ! Pity me, * 
ye my friends, for that I have now troden under foot 
the ſeals and cogniſance of my profeſſion; and joined | 
in league with the devil. Pity me, O ye my friends, 
for that I am rejected and calt away from before the 
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res © / Origen's Lamentabion. 
| exceeds my. affliction; no bitterneſs that paſſeth my 
bitterneſs; no lamentstion more lamentable than 
mine; neither is there any fin greater than mine; 
and there is no falve for me. © Where is that good 
ſhepherd of fouls? Where is he that went down 
| from Jeruſalem to Jericho, whieh falved and cured 
him that was wounded by thieves ? Seek me out, 


| | O Lord, tbat am fallen from the higher Jeru:alem ; 


which has broken the vow which I made in baptiſm, 
&c. Alas! that ever I was doctor, and now occiipy 
not the room of a diſciple. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, 
that I fell againſt my will; whereas I went about 


| to enlighten others, F darkened myſelf. - When I 


endeavoured to bring others from death to life, 1 
brought myſelf from life to death: when I prefented 


| others before God, I preſented myſelf before the 


devil: when I defired to be found a friend and fa- 
vourer of godlineſs, I was found a foe, and a ſurther- 
er of iniquity : When 1 ſet myſelf againſt the aſſem- 
dlies of the wicked, and reproved their doings, there 
found 1 ſhame, and the moſt peſtilent wound of the 
devil. Some promiſed me to be baptized ; but after 
chat I paſſed from them, the devil that ſame night 


transformed himſelf into an angel of light, aud faid 


1 unto me, When thod art up in the morning, go on 
and perfuade them, and bring them unto God. But 
the devil going before me, prepared the way, &c. 


ind I, O unhappy creature, ſkipping out of my bed 


Nat the dawning day, could not finiſh my wonted 
devotion, neither accomplith my uſual prayers ; de- 
"firing that all men might be ſaved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth, whilſt in the mean time I © 
wrapped myſelf in the ſnares of the devil. I gat me 


| i ts thoſe wicked men, and required them to perform 


the covenant made the night before. I, ſilly foul, 
| am Ol their ſubtilty, till we came to the bap- 
3 heart, how didſt thou not rememe 
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ber? O fooliſh mind, how. didſt thou not bethink 
yſelf? O witleſs brain, how, didſt thou not under-. {1 
ſtand ? But it was the devil that lulled thee aſleep, } 
and in the end, flew thy unhappy and wretched ſoul. 
O chou devil, what haſt thou done unto me. | 
How haſt thou wounded me? I bewailed ſometimes, 
the fall of Sampſon, but now have fallen worſe my- 
ſelf: Sampſon bad his hair cut off, but the crown-of, 
glory is fallen off my head, Sampſon loſt the carnal, 
eyes of his body, but my ſpiritual eyes are, put out 
It was the wilineſs of a woman that brought confuſion, | 
upon him; but it was my tongue that brought me. 
into this Ginful condition. | 
Alas! my church liveth, yet 1 am a widowet., 5 
My ſons are alive, yet Lam barren. Every creature; 
rejoiceth, and I alone am deſolate and ſorrowful, & c. 
_ Bewail me, O ye blefled people of God, who am: 
baniſhed from God. Bewaih me, who; am ſhut our 
of the wedding chamber of Chriſt. Bewail me wha 
ant abhorred of the angels, and ſevered: from the 
ſaints.— Who knoweth ee the Lord will have 
mercy on me, and whether he will pity my fal! 2. 
Whether he will be moved with my deſolation?? 
Whether he will have reſpect to my humiliation, and 
— incline all his tender compaſſions towards me? 1 
will proſtrate myſelf before the threſhold and porch 
of his church, that I may entreat all people, both 
ſmall and great, ſaying unto them, trample and tread: 
me under foot, who; am the unſavoury alt ; tread * 
upon me, who have no taſte nar ſavour of God N 
tread upon me who am fit for nothing. 
Now let the elders mourn, for that the ſtaff wheres 
on they leaned 1s fallen. 
Now let the young men moorn, for that ein 
ſchoolmaſter is fallen. 1 
Now let the virgins mourn, for tat the adrancer./ 
of e is celiled. n 
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and defender is ſhamefully fallen. 


fell moſt dangerouſly, and cannot riſe again ! Aſſiſt 
me, O holy Spirit, and give me grace to repent ; let 
the fountain of tears be opened, and guſh out into 
ſtreams, to ſee if peradventure I may have grace 


| 


leyd things, but accept of my repentance; and have 
mercy upon me, and raiſe me up out of the mire-of 
Corruption, for the puddle thereof hath even choaked 
me up. Woe is me, that was ſometimes a pearl 
Eb teling i in the golden garland of glory, but now 


| contempt. Woe is me, that the ſalt of God now 
lieth on the dunghil! * 10 


* 


0 


i} - God. Why haſt thou lifted me up, and caſt me 
N 
i} 


down? I had not committed this impièty, unleſs 
thou hadſt withdrawn thine band from me. But 


5 


1 
i 
i 


. finned, or am I the firſt that fell? Why haft thou 
- forſaken me; being deſolate, and baniſhed me from 
- amongſt the ſaints, and aſtoniſhed me, when 1 ſhould 
3 thy law ? David himſelf, who hath ſhut up 
my mouth, ſinned too bad in thy fight, yet upon 
- repentance, thou teceivedſt him to mercy, Peter, 
that was a pillar, after his fall, wipes it away with 
ſalt tears, not nns long in the paddle. of in- 
© fidelity. 
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8 let the miniſters mourn, for that their patron f 


| 1 Woe is me, that · fell ſo lewdly ! Woe is me, that 


thoroughly to repent, and to wipe out of the book of 
my conſcience, the accuſations printed againſt me. 
But thou, O Lord, think not upon my polluted lips, 
neither weigh thou the tongue that hath uttered - 


Y am thrown into the duſt, and troden in the mire of 


Now I will addreſs myſelf and turn my talk unto 


hy, O Lord, haſt thou ſhut my mouth by the holy - 
= 94 prophet David? Howl have I been the -firſt that 


Now, I humbly 0 * O Lans call me 
back, for that 1 have troden a moſt perilous and 


nme 


dangerous fall. 


I have greatly offended. ——Rid my ſoul, O Lord, 
from the roaring lion. The FOE of the RM; 


* 


ſiruAor, the: Holy. Ghoſt;ithat © 1 booame- not; 4 N 
habitation of devils;;- but that L may tread under the 
foot devjis that trod. uon aje,i and) overcoming all 
his flights, moſt be again er the Joys ok be. 1 q 
ſalvation. ' f 

Now, all ye nn behold ; ty wound, nate 4 
etz and take heed that you lumber not, nor. fall 
into the like crime; but rather let us aſſemble toge» 
ther, and rend our hearts, & c. I mourn and: am 
' ſorry at the heart root, O ye Kee friends, that ac 
I fell, c. 

Let the angels lament over me, becauſe of this my 


Let the aſſemblies of tan lament over me, for 1 | 
that I am ſevered from their bleſſed ſocieties,” >; + 
Let the holy church lament over me, for that 15 
am wofully declined. _ 

Let all the people lament over mg, for that Lbave 8 
my death's wound. as 
Bewail me, that am in like caſe with the repeats” . 
Jews; for this which was ſaid unto them, Why doft - 
thou preach my law, &c. now ſoundeth alike i in my — 


ears; what ſhall I do, that am thus beſet with ma- 
nifeſt miſchiefs. Alas, O death, why doſt thou lin- + } 

ger? herein thou doſt «ſpite, and bear me malice, - 
O Satan, what miſchief haſt thou brought unto me? 


How haſt thou pierced my breaſt with thy poiſonous . 
dart? Thinkeſt thou, that my ruin will avail any 
thing at all? Thinkeęſt thou to precure to thyſelf any 


CLeuaſe or reſt, whilſt that 1 am grieyouſly tormented ? 


Wbo is able to fignify unto thee, whether my ſins 
be wiped and done away? Whether I ſhall not again 
be coupled with, and made a companion to the ſaints 8” 
O Lord, I fall before thy mercy-ſeat, have mere 

upon me, who mourn. thus out of meaſure, ben 


SF 


es * oe . 5 Og 

dot make . vox me, ho am an unprofit- 
Able ſervant. Shew merey, O Lord, to thy warl- 
3 ſheep, who is ſubj 60 the rending teeth of 
. whe ravenous wolf. Save me, 0 Lord, out of his 
mouth. Let my ſackcloth be rent aſunder, and gird 


me with joy and gladneſs. - Let me be again receiv- 
i, þ0 into the- of my God. Let me be thought 
2 of his kingdom, through the earneſt petitions 


bf the church, which ſorroweth over me, and hum- 
© Uteth herfelf to Jeſus Chriſt, in my behalf! To 
whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
+, na honour, for ever and ever. Amen. 


12 *MELANCTHON {that Phenix of Germany) has 

#7  » relation of 'apbſtacy: viſibly puniſhed in a certain 
| 7 taylor's ſetvant, who being for a while a zealous 
15 vletdor of the proteſtant religion, afterwards remov- 
N. 2 to another place, was perſuaded by ſome of his 
Ne eien, to turn papiſt again, and did with them 
| to'maſs, and receive the ſacrament but in one 
nd; but at laſt | 8 again to his old maſter, 
ben was ignorant of the fellow's relapſe, but ſceing 
bim neglecting to participate of the Lord's ſupper) 
be began to admoniſn him of his duty therein; to 
all which he anſwered not a word for a long time, 
Hut in the end, roaring out moſt horribly, he pro- 
\ *nounceal theſe words, O maſter ! I ain unworthy of 

i \#hat holy banquet, I have denied the goſpel and am be- 
"Come the devils perpetual vaſſal. With theſe words 
iin bis mouth, be ſuddenly flung himſelf out of the 


Huter, and with the fall burſt o bis bowels. 
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